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Giorgia Fumanti in Concert 
for TDH and Children 

Sunday evening, April 13, 2014, Rialto Theater, Montreal 
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On Sunday evening, 
April 13, 2014, about 500 
people streamed into the 
rococo splendor that is 
the National Heritage 
site restored by Ezio 
Carosielli, the Rialto 
Theater in Montreal. 
They came to listen to 
the captivating ‘barefoot 
Diva’, Giorgia Fumanti, 
sing on behalf of some of 
the children TDH cares 
for. The event raised 
about $15,000 for several 
projects, among them a HIV/AIDS Center in Vietnam, a school in 
Honduras, and a transition program for youth in orphanages in Ukraine. 
But the human benefit of this concert went way beyond the funds. 

Since this concert was a major fund-raising effort for TDH, we thought it 
important enough to delay the publication of the TDH Newsletter in order 
to present this report on the event. 

Giorgia Fumanti first discovered she had a voice when she joined the 
church choir of her home town, Aulia in the beautiful Tuscany region of 
Italy. Later she began to study law, but her love for singing caused her to 
transfer to Italy’s esteemed Conservatorio de Musica Arrigo Boite in 
Parma. From there she embarked on a career as a crossover/pop singer, 
joining classical and pop superstars all over the world: London, Beijing, 
Shanghai, Moscow, Italy, South America, and Canada. She produced 7 
albums, which have sold 1.5 million copes around the world. 

But Giorgia is not just about music; she has chosen to devote much of her 
musical career towards the welfare of others. From her home in Ste-Anne-
des-Lacs, Quebec, where she lives with her agent/husband 

Maurice Velenosi and her daughter Crystal, she has reached out to the 
world as Spokesperson for Action Montreal, and the Quebec Multi-Ethic 
Association for the integration of persons with Disabilities; she also served a 
two-year term as World Ambassador for the Cerebral Palsy Association of 
Quebec performing concerts, and meeting with members and media to 
increase awareness. 

Giorgia’s style is unique. She is a charismatic singer. She deeply moves the 
members of her audience. Listening to her is an emotional experience. 

…Continued on page 2 
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For the TDH Concert at the Rialto, Giorgia performed a 
wide range of songs. For some pieces she was joined by the 
Children’s Choir of Saint-Sauveur, Quebec. She also 
performed duets with young soloist, William Coallier. This 
choir of 20 children is managed by a team of volunteers with 
the purpose of giving young children the experience of 
music. Giorgia presented a rich variety of music and visibly 
moved people as she walked about the audience on the 
parterre of the theater bringing a personal touch – and tears - 
to many individuals. 

 

Giorgia’s highly competent Musical Team consisted of Luc 
Gilbert, piano; Amélie Lamontagne, violin; Christophe 
Perret, flute; Frédéric Beauséjour, bass, and Gérald 
Bissonnette, percussion; under the direction of Bruno 
Lavoie. 

At the beginning of the second part of her program, Frédéric 
Beauséjour sang Francis Cabrel’s Mademoiselle l’Aventure, 
which was interpreted by dancers Rosie Cavanaugh and 
Katrina Kardash. Included in Cabrel’s eleventh album, Des 
roses et des orties (2008, Columbia), this poignant 

ballad focuses on the tenuous relationship between an 
orphan’s two mothers, the unknown birth mother and 
known adoptive mother. It is a personal statement, as 
Francis and wife Mariette adopted a girl from Vietnam in 
2004.The sentiment of the ballad is remarkable enough to 
merit repeating here (in translation): 

 
Mademoiselle l’Aventure, 

You have quietly placed your child 
Wrapped in her blanket, 
A little sleeping angel. 

We arrived from nowhere. 
We held her to our hearts. 

What may seem like chance, 
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Often is an encounter with destiny. 
Mademoiselle le mystere 

Vanished forever 
You will always be the mother; 

We will always be the love; 
This is the book we share 

And, thus reunited, 
Every morning on each page 

We thank you! 
You are of an age when everything - 

Or nothing - impresses you. 
No witnesses, I presume, 
Just the moon. And yet 

This treasure, this little dove 
That had slowed you down, 
You placed in the shadow; 

And the shadow took you away. 
This small white soul, 
She will be born twice; 

The first from your body; 
The second in our arms. 

The inner force that this gives her 
Shines with the brilliance of a diamond. 

We want to share this with no one, 
With you alone. 

You must be very beautiful 
As is this little mirror of yourself 

Who sleeps on my breast. 
That’s all I know of you, 

Mademoiselle 

As a fund-raiser, the concert was certainly worthwhile; and 
the children the funds will support in Vietnam, Honduras 
and Ukraine will certainly benefit from it. But there were 
more good things. Giorgia received a new level of exposure; 
the Rialto was a surprise experience even for long time 
Plateau dwellers; the adoptive parents and friends of TDH 
experienced another opportunity to be together and 
socialize. 

We are most grateful to the sponsors of this event: BMO 
Capital Markets, Labatt, and Agropur/Natrel, and to Jar 
Bar, who provided guests with samples of her cookie 
creations; as well as to the volunteers who gave of their time 
to make phone calls, distribute posters, and arrange for 
media coverage including Mario Bouchard and Josée 
Trudel. On behalf of the children this concert will benefit, 
we at TDH are profoundly grateful for the donation Giorgia 
Fumanti and Maurice Velenosi have made of their talents, 
expertise and time on behalf of children through TDH. 

 

       Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
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L’année 2013 fut remplie de défis. Malgré de graves 
problèmes de santé personnels, TDH pour les enfants ne 
s’est pas moins appliqué à la tâche. Les changements en 
Russie (liés à la politique en matière d’homosexualité, voir 
plus bas) et la baisse du nombre d'adoption partout ailleurs 
dans le monde ont impliqué bon nombre de questions et 
problèmes financiers auxquels nous avons dû faire face. Un 
audit institutionnel interne entrepris en mars a été abordé, et 
nous avons pu faire quelques changements importants, en 
particulier dans le domaine de nos communications. Entre 
autres, nous avons recruté un nouveau membre du 
personnel pour transmettre les informations générales aux 
parents intéressés par l’adoption. Nous avons aussi implanté 
une base de données virtuelle répertoriant tous les dossiers 
d'adoption passés et présents. Ceci nous permet de réduire 
notre "consommation de papier. " Nous avons ajouté des 
pages à l’infolettre de l'Ontario afin d'y inclure de plus en 
plus d’articles en français. Nous avons créé une page 
Facebook TDH très active incluant un chapitre intitulé; « 
Familles TDH Canada et Parents en attente. » De plus, nous 
avons la chance que l’un de nos parents TDH se prête 
bénévole pour améliorer et coordonner nos trois sites web; 
TDH Canada, TDH pour les enfants et TDH Ontario. Ce 
site sera en place dans les prochains jours. 

Concernant nos activités bénéfices, notre quatrième Gala 
annuel a eu lieu dans un nouveau local. Cette soirée a 
permis d’amasser 65,000. 00 $. Nous avons créé un 
deuxième événement-bénéfice cette année, un grand concert 
offert par la soprano italiano-québécoise Giorgia Fumanti, 
le 13 avril dernier au Théâtre Rialto. Cette première 
tentative a réussi à ramasser plus de 12,000. $. 

Mais c’est l’adoption en soi qui nous a confrontés aux plus 
grands et aux plus troublants défis. Un article paru dans « 
Parents Today» en octobre dernier affirmait que l'une des 
plus grandes agences au Canada, Children’s Bridge, qui 
facilitait habituellement 200 adoptions par an, n’en avait 
permis que 70 cette année. 

Ce même article mentionnait que deux autres agences 
d'adoption canadiennes avaient récemment fermé leurs 
portes et que la plupart avaient réduit leur personnel. Au 
Québec, le nombre des adoptions internationales totalisait 
595 en 2010. Ce chiffre a chuté à 216 (198, si on compte 
seulement les adoptions dirigées par les agences) en 2013, 
niveau le plus bas jamais connu. La plus grande agence au 
Québec, Formons Une Famille, qui avait en 2010 permis 
149 adoptions, a vu son nombre réduit à 82 en 2013. 

(Voir les statistiques : 
http://adoption.gouv.qc.ca/download.php?f=eb6d58cc3b12b5ac06faa830dacfbf8f  
page 3, Tableau 1) 

Le temps d'attente est aussi prolongé. L’adoption en Russie 
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(avant sa suspension actuelle) et en Corée du Sud, 
nécessitaient de une à deux années d’attente, ce qui 
correspondait à la moyenne. Mais la Chine et le Vietnam 
présentent actuellement une attente minimale de six ans 
et plus pour les enfants en bonne santé. Pour un enfant 
ayant des besoins spéciaux, la période d'attente avant de 
recevoir une proposition peut varier entre six mois et 
deux ans. Le temps de traitement d’un dossier d'adoption 
pour le Vietnam prend environ 10 mois, du moment de 
la proposition jusqu'à sa finalisation. 

L’adoption des nouveaux nés ou des enfants en très bas 
âge est rare (à l'exception des adoptions aux États-Unis). 
L'âge moyen des enfants adoptés au Québec cette année 
est de 34 mois, alors qu’en 2010 il était de 21 mois. En 
Ukraine, par exemple, les enfants ont 5 ans et plus, bien 
que les fratries peuvent inclure des enfants plus jeunes. 
(Statistiques : 
http://adoption.gouv.qc.ca/download.php?f=eb6d58cc3b12b5ac06faa830dacfbf8f 
page 13, Tableau 5) 

Toujours selon « Parents Today », les facteurs qui suivent 
expliquent l’augmentation des coûts. Les agences ont dû 
se diversifier pour survivre. Elles ne tendent plus à offrir 
un seul pays (ex. Chine, Vietnam ou Russie) comme leur 
programme initial le prévoyait. (Les agences visent 
maintenant à implanter divers petits programmes dans 
plusieurs pays.) Mais s’ouvrir à d’autres pays et établir le 
personnel ici et là-bas coûtent cher. Ceci se répercute 
dans les coûts d'adoption. Les organismes se voient 
obligés de charger des frais d'entretien annuels variant de 
1000 $ à 1500 $ aux parents pour s’adapter au fait qu’un 
contrat signé en 2008, qui se devait d’être finalisé en 
2010 , ne pourra maintenant l’être qu’en 2014 ou plus 
tard encore. Pourtant, le coût du programme – les 
salaires et les loyers au Canada et dans les pays étrangers 
ne s'arrêtent pas après 2 ans. Notre toute première 
adoption au Honduras, il y a 40 ans, a coûté 2000 $, 
voyage inclus. Cette même l'adoption aujourd'hui coute 
35 000 $ - et peu de choses a changé en termes de 
procédure. 
Les programmes d'adoption sont de plus en plus 
vulnérables et soumis à l'évolution des règlementations et 
des lois. La diminution du nombre d’enfants qu’ils 
acceptent comme étant enfants adoptables ainsi que le 
nombre croissant de parents dans l'attente, ont permis 
progressivement aux pays d'être beaucoup plus sélectifs : 
les célibataires, surtout les hommes, les couples de même 
sexe, les parents plus âgés, les parents souffrant d’obésité, 
ceux qui présentent des problèmes médicaux ou 
psychologiques, ceux dont le revenu est faible ou qui sont 
moins éduqués font face à la discrimination dans le 
processus d'adoption. Les pays imposent des critères 
croissants qui limitent les catégories des personnes qu’ils 
sont prêts à accepter comme candidats ou à qui ils 
donneront le droit d’adopter dans leur pays.  
 

…suite page 4   
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Malheureusement, ces critères sont souvent imposés après 
que le ou les parents aient attendu plusieurs années pour 
une proposition 

Tout cela étant dit, nous sommes toujours là à faire de notre 
mieux pour répondre à cet objectif sans cesse en mouvement 
qui est l'adoption internationale. Un total de 40 enfants sont 
venus au Québec cette année, nous sommes la deuxième 
agence en terme de nombre d'adoptions effectuées. 
(Statistiques : 
http://adoption.gouv.qc.ca/download.php?f=eb6d58cc3b12b5ac06faa830dacfbf8f  
page 12, fig. 6 et page 11, Tableau 4)  

Notre plus ancien programme, le Vietnam, continue 
d’avancer lentement. Pendant l’année (2013), nous avons pu 
compléter 14 adoptions au Québec et 14 en Ontario et dans 
le reste du Canada. Présentement nous jumelons des enfants 
en bonne santé avec des familles qui ont déposé leur 
demande depuis mi-2008, et les enfants qui ont des besoins 
spéciaux avec les familles qui ont fait leurs demandes en 
2012 et 2013. A l'heure actuelle, il y a 31 enfants dans le 
processus (Ontario et Québec). 

De l’Ukraine, il y a eu adoption au Québec de 24 enfants en 
2013. L’Ukraine continue d'être une excellente option pour 
les familles prêtes à prendre des enfants plus âgés et surtout 
des fratries. L’Adoption peut s’effectuer en moins d'une 
année et fait à noter, nous sommes sans cesse épatés de la 
facilité avec laquelle ces enfants s’adaptent à leur nouvelle 
vie au Canada. 

Le Honduras, encore un tout petit programme, dispose 
d'une liste mondiale d'attente d'environ 180 familles et place 
environ 30 enfants par an dans le monde. Les enfants 
adoptables présentent soit des besoins spéciaux, soit un âge 
supérieur à 5 ans. 

En Russie, six adoptions ont été réalisées pour le Québec 
cette année, et 21 familles étaient à différents stades de la 
procédure lorsque la Cour suprême de Russie a émis une 
directive pour que les juges refusent d’autoriser les 
adoptions en provenance de pays où le mariage des couples 
de même sexe est reconnu, sauf avec un accord bilatéral. 
Cette exigence est directement liée à l'attitude qu’adopte 
actuellement la Russie contre les gays et les lesbiennes. Ils 
veulent avoir l'assurance que les enfants russes ne seront 
jamais placés (ou jamais placé à nouveau) dans un foyer 
d'un couple du même sexe, une politique inacceptable au 
Canada, car elle viole les Droits de l'Homme. Même si cette 
note de service de la Cour suprême n'est pas force de loi et 
que certaines régions continuent d’effectuer des adoptions 
sans entrave, le Canada a jugé que les adoptions ne 
devraient plus avoir lieu vu le haut risque d'échec à un stade 
avancé du processus. A cause de la position du Canada 
concernant les Droits de l'Homme, la signature d'un accord 
bilatéral est très peu probable. Nous avons donc été 
contraints de réduire progressivement notre programme, 
malgré notre réticence et les milliers de dollars investis dans 
sa mise en place. Cette action découle du fait que la Russie 
puisse possiblement ne plus tenir compte de sa politique 
actuelle en matière de personnes homosexuelles et que nous 
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risquions par la suite de nous retrouver sans l’agrément de la 
Russie nécessaire. 

Notre nouveau programme - Kazakhstan (Québec) - n'a pas 
encore complété tous les dossiers d’adoptions accordés, 
toutefois nous avons signé 5 contrats et deux dossiers sont 
actuellement au Kazakhstan en attente d’une proposition 
pour un ou deux enfants. Les enfants disponibles ont de 3 
ans et plus, sont des fratries ou présentent des besoins 
spéciaux. (Tous les enfants au Kazakhstan sont considérés 
comme ayant des besoins spéciaux mineurs et corrigibles.) 

Nous avons contacté le SAI dans le but de faire des 
demandes d’agrément dans quelques pays : Nicaragua, 
Guyane, ainsi que les États-Unis. (Notre programme USA 
en Ontario, même si aucune adoption n’a encore été 
finalisée, a permis à une famille d’être choisie par une mère 
biologique des E.U, après une attente de moins de 6 mois. 
La famille est revenue au Canada avec l'enfant sous tutelle.) 
Ce programme est le seul programme international 
actuellement ouvert aux couples de même sexe. 

Tout cela pour confirmer que l'adoption internationale n’est 
plus la solution qu’elle était autrefois à la diminution du 
nombre d'enfants adoptables au Canada. Le chemin est 
parsemé d'embuches, toujours incertain, malheureusement 
long et couteux. Il est extrêmement important qu’avant de 
se lancer dans l’adoption, les parents soient déterminés, 
engagés et réalistes et qu'ils connaissent leurs niveaux de 
tolérance en termes de processus, d'attente et d'incertitude. 
Sans parler du cas de l'enfant lui-même ou elle-même. 
L'attente pour une fille peut durer un ou deux ans de plus. 
Le rêve de tout parent est de voir le premier sourire de son 
enfant, d’assister à ses premiers pas, d’entendre son premier 
mot. Mais des milliers d'enfants attendent la main de celui, 
de celle ou de ceux qui le guideront à traverser les difficultés 
de la croissance, le cœur qui voudra bien les entendre 
lorsqu’ils parleront de leurs peurs et de leur solitude. Tout le 
monde espère l'enfant «parfait», mais l'enfant qui se bat avec 
une maladie cardiaque ou qui est atteint de VIH, celui qui 
présente une déformation ou une mobilité réduite, n’est-il 
vraiment moins parfait? 

Ce sont des leçons apprises par la plupart des parents qui 
ont bien voulu élargir leur vision de l'adoption et qui 
gardent la porte grande ouverte pour accueillir l’enfant qui 
deviendra le leur.. 

(RÉPÉTITION : L'adoption demeure toujours possible. Elle 
s’offre aux parents déterminés, prêts à patienter, pour ceux 
qui ont un esprit très ouvert et qui ne perdent pas espoir. 

 Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 
 

The English version of this article was published the in the 
January 2014 issue. 

http://tdhontario.tdh.ca/downloads/newsletter_jan_2014.pdf 
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The 2012 Annual 
IFTDH General 
Assembly: 

The Hague, 
Netherlands, 

22-23 November 2013 

Every year, usually in the Fall, the Terre 
des hommes International Federation 
(TDHIF) holds an Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). Attendance is obligatory 
for TDH Canada and the other ten 
national members. (There is only one 
TDH per country.) This is the 
international gathering of leaders of the 
TDH national organizations. For 
practical reasons the meetings are in 
Europe and hosted in turn by the 
European members who can afford to do 
so. It is considered to be too expensive for 
everyone to come to Canada. 
 
The TDHIF is a Federation. That means 
that the various members, like TDH 
Canada, are independent from each other, 
but participate in supporting a Federal 
organization   In this case, there are two 
offices: an administrative one in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and one in Brussels, the 
capitol of Belgium and of the European 
Union (EU) Only recently, the new 
position (since March 2012) of the 
Federation Secretary General (Ignacio 
Packer) has been added to the roster of 
Federal positions. The Federation is 
recognized by the EU and is a member of 
the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) of the United Nations (UN). 
ECOSOC is the organ that is supposed 
to facilitate international cooperation 
on standards making and problem 
solving in economic and social issues 
at the UN. The Federation eventually 
produces an annual report, which is 
available for the asking. This is a 
unofficial, selectively edited, summary 
report of the last meeting with some 
editorial comments. 
 

1

This meeting was held in the city called Den Hague (The Hedge), the 
seat of the government of the Netherlands. The historical core of the 
city was a lakeside hunting lodge and eventual palace enclosed with a 
privacy forest or hedge perimeter.  The site was eventually surrounded 
by a canal and became an island. All that is left today is a ceremonial 
hall called the Ridderzall (Knights' Hall) [see picture], surrounded by a 
plaza. Currently Den Hague is world-renowned center of international 
organizations including the Hague Conference on International Law 
(HccH) with 75 members and the source of the Hague Convention of 
29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption (Hague Adoption Convention) which has had 
such an impact - some of it positive but also some negative 
consequences for waiting children - on international adoption. To a 
large extent, it is this Convention which is the cause of the years of 
waiting adoptive parents must endure as well as the lack of adoptable 
children. 

SUMMARY OVERVIEW: 
 
TDH Netherlands, the host for this meeting, arranged for the AGM to 
be held in the Parkhotel, a very pleasant and very solid building 
originally built as a seminary located on a winding, cobblestone street 
in the heart of the shopping area. 
The meeting was attended by the gathered members of the Federation 
and various officers. The Federation President Dr. Raffaele Salinari 
began the AGM by calling attention to the changes in TDH. In 
particular he noted and praised Ignacio Packer (the first) Secretary 
General of the Federation, and commented on the good work of the 
four people in the Federation Office in Geneva. He pointed out that 
several complex issues faced the Federation: difficulties faced by TDH 
Spain and TDH Italy, the progress of the common campaign 
(Destination Unknown), TDH’s response to the Lampedusa tragedy; 
and the ‘Sweetie’ Internet activity of TDH Netherlands. He observed 
that a remarkable degree of synergy had developed among the 
members and that it implied that TDH had developed the capacity for 
making a new level of impact on in the world on behalf of children.  

The Federation evidenced its communal support for Spain, which was 
struggling in the face of Spain’s general negative economic situation, 
and expressed congratulations to TDH Lausanne on account of its new 
Secretary General. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL: 

Ignacio, the Federation Secretary General presented an overview of 
the Federation as of the present:  

• He acknowledged that the members were indeed working 
together and gave credit to his team. 

• He pointed out that the changes happening in the Federation 
were, fast, unexpected, and sudden. The Spanish crisis could 
happen to any of us.; the Federation has 800 employees, 3000 
in the field at 120 million Euros. One ranking put TDH as 82 
of 500. We hope to be within the first 50 next year. TDH 
Netherlands’ ‘Sweetie’ Internet site received 4 million viewers 
                       …Continued on page 6 
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in 10 days, which obviously upgraded TDH’s 
Internet presence considerably.  

• On the Personnel issue, he observed that all this 
activity increased the need for more full time 
people. 

• A junior member of the family of St-Exupery, the 
French author whose family authorized TDH to 
use the name of one of his books (“Terre des 
homes” (TDH)), wants the name back to put in on 
a wine bottle. Understandably TDH is resisting 
this demand and the issue is still up in the air. 

• There were some discussions about logos and, 
colors. 

• Regarding the Internal Communication of the 
Federation, it was observed that the new 
Federation Newsletter, field visits, and 
communication among the member had all 
improved. 

• Regarding External Communication, whatever 
else might be said about TDH Netherlands’ 
‘Sweety’ Internet activity, as a public relations 
device it was a resounding success. The count of 
the Internet hits went from 1000 to 40,000. It put 
TDH on the map! It clearly established TDH as 
an organization opposed to the sexual exploitation 
of children. 

• Several aspects of Accountability were briefly 
reviewed and discussed. 

• The common campaign (Destination Unknown), 
which focuses on children who had lost their 
homes, families and status as a result of wars, was 
judged to be time-consuming but effective.  

• There was the inevitable discussion of 
Governance structure for the Federation. 

• Ignacio reported that there was a general move 
among various agencies to try to come together to 
address the issue of large groups of children forced 
into migration and that TDH was taking a 
leadership role in this cooperative development. 

• The Treasurer made his report and was thanked 
for it. He said that this year (2012) we finished 
with surplus of 42.000 Euro. Then ended with the 
polite request that everybody should pay their 
dues. 

 

3

SEXUAL ABUSE: 

The general question of sexual abuse was briefly 
discussed. Ignacio said that 14 allegations of sexual 
abuse had been reported internationally. Some of 
the groups mentioned that they do not have direct 
contact with children; they work more at the 
administrative level and support the work of others. 
Ignacio observed that the smaller groups should 
only concern themselves with the general idea of 
policy and supervision. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION: 

The points raised were: 

• The fact that the concerns of the smaller groups 
were not the same as those of the larger groups 
because of limitation of personnel, funds, and 
structure. This is an enduring problem, one 
common to any Federation, and one that has 
steadfastly resisted solution. 

• Another voice expressed concern over the 
common fact that what is officially reported and 
what actually happens are not the same thing. 
This is hardly something new. 

• Yet another opinion is that the time has come 
for the Federation to establish a group of 
experts for monitoring and a set of standards 
that have to be upheld. It was observed that 
these bureaucratic efforts typically produced 
very little at great expense of time and funds. 

ADJOURNMENT:  

There was a notice that the next meeting would 
have a focus on Africa, and that there was the 
possibility of some sort of workshop. It will be held 
in Berlin on 14-15 November 2014, hosted by TDH 
Germany. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
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Adoption Program Updates:  

Haiti This quarter 2 relative adoptions are in process. 
The Ontario ministry has initially limited TDH to 
facilitate 5 adoptions from Haiti for Ontario families; 
however Haiti has given us the possibilities to complete 
10 adoptions per year. At this time we have 2 places 
available for Ontario families that would like to register 
with the Haiti program & 3 places for families outside of 
Ontario.  

Honduras We are accepting families who would like 
to adopt children older than 5 years old, as well as special 
needs and sibling groups of 3 or 4. Last December a 
single woman from Quebec went to Honduras to meet 
her 12-year-old daughter. She will have to wait 4 months 
after the first trip to finalize her adoption. Also, the 
adoption department in Honduras is looking for a family 
for a sibling group of 4. This sibling group are: 9, 7, 4 and 
1 year old. We are still waiting for further information 
regarding these children. 

Russia The program is on hold until further notice. 

Ukraine We are accepting families who would 
like to adopt boys & girls over 5 years old, sibling 
groups of two and even three children also 
available, and rarely twins. Younger siblings are 
available if the recommendation for the first child is 
over 5 yrs. old (ex: a sibling group of 2, 4 and 8 yrs. 
old) 

United States (New York)  This quarter 1 
adoption is in process. The Ontario ministry has 
initially limited TDH to facilitate 5 adoptions from 
the USA for Ontario families; at this time we have 2 
places available for Ontario families and no limits 
for other provinces. 

Vietnam This quarter 2 TDH Ontario families 
have completed adoptions. 25 adoptions are in 
process (Ontario and Quebec) plus 2 relative 
adoptions. We are always looking for families for 
the special need program. Special needs include 
children with Hep B, Hep C, HIV+, sibling groups, 
older children, children with cleft palate, 
strabismus, orthopedic problems, umbilical hernias, 
prematurity and other conditions.  

Vietnam Dual Citizenship Deadline: 
Overseas Vietnamese residents in a foreign country who are not 
holding a Vietnamese passport are invited to register at the Embassy 
of Vietnam to retain their Vietnamese citizenship. 
Registrations  to retain Vietnamese citizenship must be completed 
before July 1, 2014.   
Benefits of the dual citizenship include going to Vietnam any time 
without a visa, visa-free travel to 10 ASEAN countries within 15-30 
days, buy and own houses and land in Vietnam, invest in Vietnam, 
retain origin and enjoy dual Canadian/Vietnamese citizenship. 
 
For detailed information, go to: 
http://vietem-ca.com/canada/get_content/deadline-to-retain-vietnamese-citizenship-38 

For general information on 
any program please contact:  

Maria Chouchtari  

maria@tdh.ca 

OR 

(613)482-6063 

 

Families Needed:  
• Beautiful little girl of 18 months with neuromotor delays, possibly due to hip dysplasia or CP. She is alert 

and curious, able to stand, and just beginning to walk. 

• Very bright young girl of 15, who wants very much to be adopted. Is healthy and doing well in school.  

• Charming little boy of 4.5 years. He is very active and energetic. 

• 5 year-old boy with vision problems in one eye and minor speech delay. 
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Je vous présente ma fille, Léa, née le 21 juillet 2012. Léa me comble 

d'un bonheur sans nom et illumine ma vie avec son sourire et sa joie 

de vivre.   

Isabelle Gascon. 

 My little girl Léa  , age  20 months..Lea fills me with happiness 

beyond words and illumines my life with her smile and cheerfulness! 

Isabelle Gascon. 

 

 

To announce your “New Arrival”/Pour announcer votre “récemment arrives” 
!"#$%&'()**$+%,-.++/011+-2#$+*-#3,-!""#$%%"&$'"()*+,-.$-

4()*-#5(63$(1-")73-8+-9$1#%$:+5-6*$(*-3(-3;+-1+<7%+33+*-6)8%$'#3$(1-5#3+-=>)%?@A-

Once again the spectacular Sandbanks Provincial Park will 
be the site of our TDH Ontario family picnic (located about 
3 hours from both Ottawa and Toronto). The event gets 
underway at 10:30 a.m. and lasts through the afternoon, 
although some families who have a distance to travel home 
start packing up mid-afternoon, so come early! We've 
booked the same picnic shelter as last year, which has a 
barbecue we can use. It is located close to the amphitheatre 
near the Outlet River campground. 

Please bring food for your own family (or to contribute to 
our pot luck table), beach toys, chairs, sunscreen, hats, 
swimwear and umbrellas (for shade). The cost for the 
picnic is $5.00 per family, payable to TDH Ontario, plus 
the day use admission fee at Sandbanks, which is payable 
at the park gate. Day use permits are $10.75 per vehicle. If 
you're interested in camping (a number of families are 
staying for the weekend), visit the Ontario Parks web site to 
make a reservation or call them at 1-888-668-7275. Those 
with reservations already are at sites 25, 36 and 42 in the 
Outlet River campground. Several families also usually stay 
at nearby Isaiah Tubbs Resort. You may wish to book stays 
for camping or at local resorts/hotels soon in order to avoid 
disappointment. 

Please email manon@tdh.ca if you plan to attend or have 
any questions. 
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The reality of the wait in Vietnam 
I have hesitated to write this article, in hopes that the increasing wait times were a temporary phenomenon, and 
things would improve with adjustment of all parties to the new law and the implementation of the Hague 
Convention. But since it is now 4 years since these laws came into effect, it is time to take a realistic – and 
perhaps sobering – view of what can be expected in terms of wait times for this program. 

During the past year we have completed approximately 27 special needs adoptions for Quebec and Ontario. We 
have 34 families with tentatively assigned special needs children. Tentatively because they cannot be considered 
formal proposals until the Article 16 is issued, close to the end of the adoption process. Some of these families 
have waited close to a year for the process to be completed, from the time the preliminary proposal is made – 
difficult for families, especially since unexpected events can occur during this time: a birth mother may change 
her mind, the Department of Adoption may consider documentation incomplete, or health issues can occur. 
Nonetheless, these parents can have at least a concrete and reasonable expectation that their adoption is in sight. 

For those who are waiting for assignment of a special needs child, the situation is thus an optimistic one, even 
though the wait can be long. At the moment, we have approximately 25 people on the waiting list (Quebec and 
Ontario), and depending on the family’s openness to various special needs, the wait is about a year. 

Not so for the “regular” waiting list. This year we have completed 2 (!) regular adoptions. We have additionally 
had 3 proposals for waiting families in this program, two of which were not healthy children (as determined by 
the medical we are allowed to do once the child is proposed), and the third whose birth parents withdrew their 
consent just before the parents were scheduled to leave for Vietnam. In addition to these 3 families, we also have 
4 families whose dossiers we were allowed to deposit about a year ago, and who still wait for a proposal. We are 
waiting for information as to when the next dossiers may be submitted (and how many). At the moment, the 
next dossiers to be submitted for the regular program are dossiers submitted in fall, 2008. We have a total of 
approximately 40 (Quebec and Ontario) families on this list, even though we have not accepted new files for the 
regular program since 2011. 

Why are things so slow? There were last year 27 accredited agencies in Vietnam. This year that number has 
reached 30 or more. I do not believe that any of the other agencies has fared better than TDH in numbers of 
regular or special needs program proposals. (According to statistics released by the Department of Adoption, 
Canada was 3rd in terms of numbers of adoptions – after France and Italy – in 2013, and TDH was 2nd among 
all the international agencies). It is evident that there is resistance from the orphanages to place children into the 
List 1 process. By doing so, control is wrested from their hands, and funds received from the designated amounts 
paid by adoptive parents are slow to be transferred. The orphanages assert that the process is long for List 1 
children – at least 6 months before the dossier processing begins, and funds are lacking to support the running of 
the orphanages. 

I do not expect that the situation for List 1 adoptions will improve. Parents may remove themselves from the list, 
may switch to the special needs list, or may change countries, and in those ways the list may become shorter. But 
I would expect only 5 or 6 List 1 adoptions in a year. Once again, as is the case with almost all countries, very 
few international adoptions concern children who are in excellent health. I strongly advise parents on this list to 
look carefully at what it is to adopt a child with minor special needs, talk to parents who have gone this route, 
and consider whether this or another alternative is right for you. 

          Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 
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La réalité des délais d’attente pour une adoption au Vietnam : 

J'ai hésité longtemps à considérer la pertinence d’écrire cet article, dans l’espoir que la prolongation du temps d'attente ne 
soit  qu’un phénomène temporaire et que les choses finissent par s'améliorer une fois l'adoption de tous les aspects de la 
nouvelle loi et la mise en œuvre de la Convention de La Haye complétés.  Cependant, cela fait déjà 4 ans que ces lois sont 
entrées en vigueur.  Il est temps maintenant de prendre une approche plus réaliste et de réfléchir davantage à ce qu’est 
devenu un véritable délai d'attente pour une adoption au Vietnam. 

Au cours de l’année 2013, nous avons réalisé environ 27 adoptions d’enfants avec des besoins spéciaux (au Québec et en 
Ontario).  De plus, nous avons obtenu pour 34 autres familles un jumelage provisoire d’enfants avec des besoins spéciaux.  
Je me permets de dire provisoire, car ces jumelages ne peuvent pas être considérés comme étant des propositions officielles 
tant que l’Article 16 n’a pas été émis.  L’article 16 n’arrive que vers la fin du processus d’adoption.  D’ailleurs, certaines 
familles ont attendu jusqu’à près d'un an suite à  la proposition de l’enfant pour que le processus soit terminé et que soit émis 
l’article 16.  Cela est très difficile pour les familles en attente, surtout lorsque des  incidents inattendus, souvent hors de notre 
contrôle, surviennent pendant cette période; la mère biologique peut changer d’avis, le Département d’Adoption peut 
décider qu’il manque des éléments au dossier ou des problèmes de santé chez l’enfant peuvent malheureusement se 
présenter.  Néanmoins, ces parents vivent un délai d’attente concret et raisonnable leur assurant que leur adoption est bien 
en cours. 

Alors pour ceux qui sont en attente d’une proposition d'un enfant ayant des besoins spéciaux, la situation est optimiste et ce, 
même si l'attente peut être longue.  À l'heure actuelle, nous avons environ 25 personnes sur la liste d'attente (au Québec et en 
Ontario).  Dépendamment de l’ouverture que ces parents ont pour différents besoins spéciaux, l’attente peut être 
d’approximativement un an.   

Toutefois, pour ceux qui sont sur la liste d'attente pour une proposition d’un enfant au programme régulier, le portrait n’est 
pas aussi prometteur. Cette année, nous n’avons procédé qu’à deux (!) adoptions régulières.  Nous avons obtenu trois autres 
propositions pour des familles en attente. Toutefois, deux enfants faisant partie de ces trois propositions n'étaient pas en 
bonne santé (l’autorisation de procéder à l’évaluation médicale n’est donnée que lorsque l’enfant est proposé).  Pour la 
troisième proposition, les parents biologiques de l’enfant ont retiré leur consentement à l’adoption.  En plus de ces trois 
familles, nous avons obtenu pour quatre autres familles l’autorisation de déposer leur dossier il y a un an. Celles-ci  
attendent toujours une proposition. Pour le moment, nous sommes en attente de nouvelles quant à la date à laquelle nous 
pourrons déposer de nouveaux dossiers au Vietnam ainsi que le nombre de dossiers qui pourront leur être soumis.  

À ce jour, les prochains dossiers qui pourront être envoyés pour le programme régulier sont des dossiers  qui ont été soumis 
à l’automne 2008. Malgré le fait que nous n’ayons pas accepté de nouveaux dossiers pour le Vietnam en adoption régulière 
depuis 2011, nous avons toujours un total d'environ 38 familles (au Québec et en Ontario) sur cette liste. 

Il est normal de se demander pourquoi les choses sont si lentes…  En fait, l’année dernière, il y avait 27 agences accréditées 
pour  le Vietnam. Cette année, nous en comptons 30 pour ce même pays.  Je ne crois pas que d’autres agences aient pu faire 
mieux que TDH par rapport au nombre de propositions reçues pour le programme régulier ainsi que le programme en 
besoins spéciaux. D’ailleurs, selon les statistiques affichées par le Département d’Adoption, le Canada a été placé au 3e rang 
en ce qui concerne le nombre d’adoptions (après la France et l’Italie) en 2013 et TDH est au 2e  rang par rapport à toutes les 
agences internationales confondues. 

Finalement, force est de constater que les orphelinats sont réticents à placer les enfants dans le programme régulier. Ce 
faisant, le contrôle est arraché de leurs mains et les fonds reçus des montants payés par les parents adoptifs sont lents à être 
transférés. Les orphelinats affirment que le processus est long pour une liste régulière d’enfants (cela prend au moins 6 mois 
avant que le traitement du dossier commence). En plus, les fonds manquent pour soutenir le fonctionnement des 
orphelinats.  

Je ne m'attends pas à ce que la situation concernant ou visant)  l’adoption d’enfants sur la liste régulière s'améliore.  Les 
parents peuvent réfléchir à différentes alternatives : ils peuvent se retirer de la liste, passer à la liste des  besoins spéciaux ou 
changer de pays. De cette façon, la liste  sera plus courte.  Je ne prévois actuellement pas plus que   cinq ou  six  adoptions 
au programme régulier. Une fois de plus, comme c'est le cas avec presque tous les pays,  il y a très peu d'adoptions réalisées 
à l’internationale qui s’adresse à des enfants en excellente santé.  Je conseille vivement aux parents sur cette liste de 
considérer attentivement l’éventualité d’adopter un enfant présentant des besoins spéciaux légers. Je les encourage à en 
parler avec des parents qui ont opté pour cette option pour voir si cette alternative (ou une autre) pourrait leur convenir. 

         

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 
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1. I know the adoption process in Haiti can be very long. Is it still the same now with the new changes? 

Compared to other countries, the adoption process in Haiti is not a very long one. The actual matching of a child 
is done at the beginning. At the December IBESR meeting the Director told us that it should take less than a year 
after the bonding between the child and the adoptive family. They added that that they have divided this process 
into its parts and they want it to go as quickly as possible. The orphanage is only required to supply the child’s 
papers. The administrative and legal procedures are separate. So we are quite confident that the process will be 
well done. The representative that works with us is very professional and devoted. He has family here in Québec 
and is very conscious of the importance of sending the child(ren) to their new home rapidly. You must know that 
we are limited by the number of cases we can do per year for a healthy child under 24 months: It is limited to 1 
dossier per month. You may check with Manon to see how many couples have registered whose applications 
have been processed. There is however no limited quota for sibling groups or for children over 6 years old and 
children with specials needs. So if the waiting is important in this journey, you have to register early to secure 
your chance to process your dossier and not be put on the waiting list. 

2. What is the time frame for the entire process from signing up with your agency to bringing a child home? 

It is not easy to give a definite time line. If you are focused the homestudy and dossier preparation can be done in 
4 months; the translation and the legalization could take another 2 months; the file is then sent to Haiti for 
legalization (2 weeks). The file then goes to the IBESR in order for them to study the dossier ( 2 months). Time 
for referral depends on the child or children requested: siblings - over 6 years old and specials needs are given 
priority; married couples are given priority. Actually, there are in fact a lot of children in need of a family. The 
waiting is caused more because of a shortage of staff at IBESR, but we are doing everything from our end to play 
our role. The role played by the IBESR is the part we have no control over, nor the time they take to give a 
referral. Once you are given a referral, you must travel for at least 2 weeks to bond with the child. A social 
worker will come to observe the relationship and submit a report to the IBESR. After this, the rest is in the hands 
of our representative to carry out the remaining process which could take from 7 months to 1 year. The child can 
be escorted to you if a second trip is difficult for you. 

3. Are the changes positive or negative for those who want to adopt? 

The changes are positive especially because more families can qualify, because there is no longer any need for a 
dispensation if you have a biological child, and because 2 steps in the process are eliminated. It is more difficult 
because they have limited the age to 50 years old (many individuals over 50 were qualified to adopt older 
children and now cannot because of this). The other negative effect is that with all the needs for accreditation and 
laws and practices in the process of adoption, it is less affordable for many families due to the necessary increase 
in costs. 

4. What is the youngest age we can request? Will a girl take longer? 

In your home study you have to request a child from 6 months to 2 years old. There boys under 2 years old than 
there are girls. And of course many older children are always in need of families. Couples are given priority for 
the adoption of babies. 

5. On a more personal question, I heard you have 6 children adopted from Haiti! 

Yes, at first we adopted the twins and later went back to get their sisters. The process took around 18 months 
each time. 

…continued on page 12  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): 
The Haiti Program 
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6. Where are the children matched from in Haiti? 

At the present time we work with 2 major orphanages from where IBESR matches the children but we just 
learned that starting April 1st, IBESR be able will match all the children from a database made up of all 
“orphanages” except for the special needs children. The (2) orphanages that TDH has an agreement with are: 

1) Foyer des petits anges de Miheber 

2) Au bonheur des enfants. 

7. For Communications, do you prefer emails or telephone? 

I really enjoy the phone. I can be more articulate and I like to get to know the family, so that when I go to visit 
the orphanage it helps me relate to your child better through a closer contact that I believe helps during the long 
waiting period before I will succeed in reuniting you and the child. But to expedite matters, a quick email is fine 
too. 

Isabelle Coutou ,TDH Ontario Representative for Haiti. 

isabelle@tdh.ca 

A few more facts about the Haiti program:  

It is a Sunshine country full of wonderful children.  Single women may adopt in Haiti.  Married 
couples must prove that they have been married or together for at least (5) years.  The age limitation to 
adopt in Haiti is 50.  Couples without any children have first priority.  The time frame is about one 
year.  Available children may adopted from infancy. The Adoption costs may be paid in scheduled 
Increments.  Children may be escorted to the adoptive parents, after the initial bonding trip, if parents 
so desire. Only one trip would is required for the bonding. Two trips would be required if child is not 
escorted by Agency.  Details of all costs are shown in the Annexes of the contract. 
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1

I am willing to admit being a Bibliophile; but I did 
not expect that interest to morph into Antiquarian. 
It is with dismay that I continue to note the gradual 
erosion of hardcopy print in our social 
environment. Books are disappearing. The book 
suffered from the worsening economy. Wood and 
power went up; paper went up; oil, gas, distribution 
went up (Quebec’s biggest magazine distributor 
abruptly went bankrupt in January); books 
skyrocketed. Even used books went up; what used 
to cost maybe $1.00 now costs $6.00. But people’s 
relative disposable income did not go up, so they 
stopped buying books. That is the end of the line. 
The relatively inexpensive online format is in the 
process of taking over. But an iPhone is not a 
library, and reading environment counts too. 

We began our online Newsletter because we could 
not afford the postage to send the printed copies 
around. Now the Canadian Postal system is in the 
process of just about disappearing. As a result we 
are becoming more dependent upon the online 
service. Unfortunately the electronic service is not 
immune to break-downs and price increases either. 
In January we experienced a major break-down in 
internet and phone service in VKH. Nevertheless, 
the electronic medium is the future. 

Therefore, we received Lee-Anne Maier’s offer to 
manage a TDH Facebook page and a Twitter page 
with a lot of enthusiasm. 

Agathe tells me that we are currently emailing the 
Newsletter to 531 individuals. For the niche interest 
of international adoption, I think that is a good 
number, but we would like to increase it. So again I 
encourage you to invite your friends who are 
interested in your adoption or in international 
adoption in general, to request Agathe to put them 
on the mailing list (agathe@tdh.ca). 

2

We consider Lee-Anne’s Facebook and Twitter 
initiatives as extensions of our original outreach by 
Newsletter. We currently have over 280 ‘likes’ on 
Facebook and 92 followers on twitter. I have no idea 
as to what norms against which to measure that 
number. But I do have some general statistics about 
Canadian usage. 

A friend of mine, Dominic Cusmano, publishes 
Accenti print magazine [which can be found at 
(accenti@accenti.ca)]. It is devoted to the 
contemporary expression of Italian culture. He 
struggles. His print run dropped from 35,000 to 5,000 
in 2012; this current edition announces a drop from 
quarterly to twice a year. In his explanation for all the 
changes he included the following information: 

"According to the 2013 Digital Magazine Factbook 
published by Magazines Canada, a magazine trade 
association, Canada leads the world in online usage. 
Canadians spend an average of 11 hours online per 
month, visiting some 3731 pages. We also spend a 
weekly average of 4.7 hours on Facebook, 6.8 hours 
on Twitter, and 1.4 hours on LinkedIn. Is it any 
wonder that there is so little time left to buy and read 
print magazines. The data also reveals that, while 
men and women spend an equal amount of time 
online, not surprisingly, people under 55 spend more 
time online than people over 55."  

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

TDH, Facebook, and Twitter 

You can help our social media efforts by ‘liking’ our 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/TDH-Canada/176750585678108 
and ‘following’ us on Twitter:  @TDHCanada 
https://twitter.com/TDHCanada.  
Please ‘share’, ‘like’, and ‘re-tweet’ posts that 
interest you to help us get to know our community 
and reach a wider audience. 
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This story is from the Children in Families First (CHIFF) website which invites sharing. TDH does not have a 
Romanian program, but the sentiment is universal. 

“Give Children the Chance I’ve Had” says former 
Romanian Orphan Alex Kuch 

1

Eighteen-year-old Alex Kuch was adopted from 
Romania at the age of 22 months, and he has a message 
to share with those who oppose allowing children to 
grow up in loving families: 

My name is Alexander and I am a former Romanian 
orphan who has been adopted and currently reside in 
New Zealand. My mother wasn’t able to care for me, but 
in the orphanage nobody cared for the children either. 
Due to this disregard I developed “hospitalism” – a 
condition which develops in children after long term 
social neglect in institutions. I used to rock for 
stimulation, moving my body forwards and backwards. I 
was underdeveloped and couldn’t look people directly in 
the eyes or kiss or hug. If my parents hadn’t adopted me, 
the director of the orphanage would have transferred me 
to another orphanage for disabled children due to the 
hospitalism. 

After being adopted, I had to learn “normal” life. I would 
eat anything I was offered, and always had something to 
eat in my hand until I realized that food was always 
available if I was hungry. My skin wasn’t sensitized – I 
didn’t feel anything when my parents gently stroked me. 
I first needed to learn how love feels. 

I had a lot to learn, the normal things children my age 
already knew – how to walk, talk, feel, laugh, cry… the 
family doctor a lovely and caring lady, described me as 
“cognitively retarded with emotional and social conduct 
disorders” because of my 20 months in the orphanage, 
which are, actually, the most important months in a 
child’s life. It took a lot of effort and deep care for me to 
heal! 

Due to being adopted and growing up with a family that 
cares for me, I have had the following opportunities; 

* Love and belonging to a family 

* Competing in the pentathlon at international level 

* Studying robotics, and as a result of this I got these 
further opportunities; I was selected with 15 other 
students to travel to a New Zealand University where we 

-
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were engaged in various research activities and 
finally had the opportunity to speak to people who 
were directly involved in the discovery of the Higgs 
Boson particle at a particles conference at Auckland 
University. In my class, especially in mathematics 
and sciences, I am one of the top three students. I 
am 18 years old now, in my last year of schooling 
and receive high marks in all my subjects: Calculus, 
Statistics, Physics, Chemistry and Computing. My 
ambition is to study mechatronics (robotics) and 
science. 

When I think about what I have written here, about 
my past and my goals for the future, I can say with 
confidence that I wouldn’t have all these 
opportunities had I remained in an orphanage in 
Romania. I am so thankful to God that he had 
other plans for me. And I am so thankful to my 
parents, who give me all their love and support and 
all these opportunities to be so successful. I believe 
that the Romanian Government should allow 
foreign adoptions in order that generations of 
orphans have a better destiny of life. Over 70,000 
orphans are housed in institutions in Romania, 
without hope. Please do not stand in the way of 
these children finding families. 

Link: http://childreninfamiliesfirst.org/give-children-chance-ive-says-
former-romanian-orphan-alex-kuch/ 

-

-
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“I am a self-employed financial advisor in Toronto with two adult 
children and about an hour to spare every few months for TDH Ontario 
Board meetings. I have known Brendan and Dorinda for more than 40 
years and was invited to help launch TDHO as a founding board 
member. I had over twenty years experience serving a charity supporting 
the neediest of children in India prior to my involvement with TDHO. 
Enrolling in Brendan and Dorinda's ambitious vision for was a simple 
way to participate in this great cause, since I do not have adopted 
children of my own. Managing as a single parent, I know the natural 
sense of love and belonging that kids need to feel for the future of 
healthier families and societies everywhere. As a member of the Board, I 
contribute ideas and perspectives for various projects raised at the 
meetings. I feel very privileged to add my single drop to the tide of 
talent inspired by the Cavanaughs around the world and I encourage all 
like-minded people to join this noble mission in one way or another as 
their circumstances allow.”    

Marlene Alt 

Meet the TDH Ontario 
Board Members 
This issue: Matthew (Mat) Braganca  

Are you interested in learning more about international adoption and contributing to the operation of a highly-
respected agency? TDH Ontario is expanding its Board membership. We are seeking new members, preferably with 
backgrounds in finance, law, media or fundraising. But anyone with a passion to help steer the valuable work that 
our organization does would be considered. The time commitment is modest: typically a teleconference every 2-3 
months, and a few hours in between depending on current business and your interests. If you'd like to find out more 
about being a Board member please contact Interim Board President Michael Wagner (jowagner@cogeco.ca). 

*graphic from 2012-2013 
 annual report 
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Steven’s Baseball Mitt: A Book About Being Adopted 
Written by Kathy Stinson, Illustrated by Robin Baird Lewis 

Steven’s Baseball Mitt is written and illustrated by the team that brought us the very popular “Red is Best”.   This book is 
written from the perspective of a very young boy who is questioning the meaning of 
adoption and the role of his birth mother.  The story uses simple language making it 
accessible to young children.   

Because it is written from the boy’s point of view (and likely because it was written in 1992), 
some of the language is not adoption positive.  There are phrases such as “giving me up for 
adoption” and “I am adopted” that can cause some discomfort.   The boy goes through a 
number of negative stereotypes about adoption.  Some of these stereotypes are sparked by 
questions from his peers and others are fears that he has developed on his own.  One of his 
fears is that perhaps his mother “stole” him, another is “I wonder if it would hurt my mom’s 
feelings to find out about my birth mother”.    

The boy, Steven, is asked by his friends “Why didn’t your real mom want you?”  He worries and fantasizes about his birth 
mother who he knows nothing about. 

Being a big fan of “Red is Best”, I was disappointed with this book.  I understand that it is written from the perspective of a 
young boy, but I feel it does more to conjure up worries and stereotypes than it does to address them.  

The message  “This is my family. This is where I belong” is present at the end of the book but  personally, I think there are 
a more constructive ways to reach that conclusion. 

Lee-Anne Maier (lee-annemaier@tdh.ca) 

 

PHILOMENA is a remarkable adoption film. Setting aside the masterful 
performances of the two leads, its impact is given heft because it is a true story 
– not much altered by the storytelling. 

As Cebrel’s lyrics for Mademoiselle l’advneture it features the story of a birth 
mother, a rule-oriented bureaucracy, an adopted child and adds the observer of 
the story (Martin, a journalist as an observer stand-in for you and me). 

The thing is that this birthmother (Judi Dench’s ‘Philomena’) objects to the 
rules, the bureaucracy, and the way things were done. And she sets out to 
discover for herself the fate of her child after 50 years and a lot of changes in 
society. Unfortunately the changes in society which play a huge role in the 
context of the unfolding story are only reference points. 

On the way through the ups and downs of discovery, Martin and Philomena 
confront several profound issues affecting international adoption and take 
quite opposite view of many of them in keeping with their different ages and 
background. None are more dramatic than the final confrontation with Sister 
Hildegard whose vices she considers her virtues. 

This film will not resolve any questions about international adoption, but it 
will certainly raise some awareness of that fact that these issues have deep 
roots in social culture and personal histories. 

(see the longer review of the film at http://tdhontario.tdh.ca/articles.html) 
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1

Francis Cabrel (b. 1953, Astaffort, France) is a notable 
French singer, composer, songwriter and guitarist. In fact, 
in 1989 he was perhaps one of the most popular recording 
stars on the French music scene. As a person and performer 
he has always been well-known for his active support of 
humanitarian causes. 

The songs on his eleventh album, issued by Columbia in 
2008, Des roses et des orties (Roses and Nettles), he addressed a 
range of serious social and political issues such as 
immigration ("African Tour"), religion ("Les Cardinaux en 
costume") poverty and social exclusion ("Le Cygne blanc"), 
and the artist’s role in society (“Gens formidables”).  

On a very personal level he also composed a song to the 
birth mother of his daughter, whom he and his wife 
Marietta had adopted from Vietnam in 2004, 
("Mademoiselle l'aventure"). It was featured as a special 
dance presention at the beginning of the second half of our 
recent fund-raising concert by Giorgia Fumanti at the Rialto 
Theater on Parc Avenue, in Montreal. 

While listening to the Cabrel’s lyrics I was struck by the 
phrase he used to identify the adopted child as a “twice-
born” child.  I wondered if that was an appropriate 
designation, so I did a little research. 

This small white soul  
 It will be born twice  

 The first time from your body  
 The second time in our arms 

Traditionally ‘twice-born’ is a term that identifies the human 
developmental phase of maturation. It implies a significant 
change in the individual from childhood to adulthood, from 
adolescent to adult.  

"Dvija, meaning "twice-born" is a term of ancient usage in 
Brahmanical Hindu society. It is a developmental notion. 
The first birth is physical, while the second birth is a cultural 
/ 'spiritual' one. For the Hindu, the second 'birth' occurs 
when a boy takes on the task of fulfilling a man’s role in 
society at the time of the puberty rite known as the 
Upanayanam initiation ceremony.  

Obviously other cultures have similar ‘coming of age’ rites, 
e.g., the Bar Mitzvah (Jewish) and Confirmation 
(Christian). Muslims do not have such a ceremony although 
acquiring the age of fifteen results in a prayer obligation. 
Judaism and Christianity also refer to the second spiritual 
rebirth by baptism and the New Testament encourages a 
person to become a little child again (Matthew 18:3). 

Cabrel has extended the notion by applying it to adoption. 
Apart from the historical and emotional significance that 
coming-of-age ceremonies can produce, the application may 

2

be a reflection on the fact that a child born to one culture is 
brought up in another culture by adoption. Does that 
application make sense? 

There are reasons to support the idea. It provides a reference 
term for an adopted child’s relationship to his or her birth or 
original culture as well as to the adopted or acquired 
culture. In that sense the adopted child is indeed a twice-
born child. 

It also supports the decision to celebrate some of the cultural 
festivals of the child’s original culture as well of those of the 
adoptive family’s culture, so, for example, a family with a 
child adopted from Asia might have a Tet celebration as 
well as a New Year celebration. 

Recognizing that the adopted child has a culture of origin 
also encourages the adoptive family, and eventually the 
child, to explore and appreciate the value of having two 
cultures upon which to draw for family and social practices. 
It encourages a wider perspective on our multicultural 
world. 

Just as everybody is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day, and 
everybody can be French Canadian on St. Jean-Baptist Day, 
everybody can join in a celebration of a twice-born adopted 
child’s cultural roots as well as those of his or her adopted 
culture. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

…see lyrics on page 19 
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Mademoiselle l´aventure,  
Vous avez posé sans bruit,  
Roulé dans sa couverture,  

Un petit ange endormi 
 

On arrivait de nulle part 
On l´a serré contre nous 

Ce qui ressemble au hasard 
Souvent est un rendez-vous 

 
Mademoiselle le mystère,  
Evanouie pour toujours,  

Vous serez toujours la mère 
Nous serons toujours l´amour 

 
C´est le livre qu´on partage 

Et nous voilà réunis 
Au matin de chaque page 

On vous remercie 
 

{Refrain:} 
Vous avez l´âge où on s´amuse de tout, de rien, de 

son corps 
Pas de témoin, je présume, juste la lune et encore 
Et ce trésor, cette colombe qui vous avait ralentie 
Vous l´avez posée dans l´ombre et l´ombre vous a 

reprise 
 

Cette petite âme blanche 
Elle sera née deux fois 

La première entre vos hanches 
La seconde entre nos bras 

 
La force que ça lui donne 

C´est de l´éclat de diamant 
On veut le dire à personne,  

A vous seulement 
 

{au Refrain} 
 

Vous êtes sûrement très belle 
Comme ce petit miroir de vous 
Qui s´endort contre mon aile 

C´est tout ce que je sais de vous,  
Mademoiselle 

 

 

Mademoiselle l’Aventure, 
You have quietly placed your child 

Wrapped in her blanket, 
A little sleeping angel. 

 
We arrived from nowhere. 
We held her to our hearts. 

What may seem like chance, 
Often is an encounter with destiny. 

 
Mademoiselle le mystere 

Vanished forever 
You will always be the mother; 

We will always be the love; 
 

This is the book we share 
And, thus reunited, 

Every morning on each page 
We thank you! 

 
You are of an age when everything - 

Or nothing - impresses you. 
No witnesses, I presume, 
Just the moon. And yet 

This treasure, this little dove 
That had slowed you down, 
You placed in the shadow; 

And the shadow took you away. 
 

This small white soul, 
She will be born twice; 

The first from your body; 
The second in our arms. 

 
The inner force that this gives her 

Shines with the brilliance of a diamond. 
We want to share this with no one, 

With you alone. 
 

You must be very beautiful 
As is this little mirror of yourself 

Who sleeps on my breast. 
That’s all I know of you, 

Mademoiselle 

 

Mademoiselle l’aventure 



 

 

19 

Issue # April 2014 TDH QUARTERLY 

Jade Ladouceur, 15 years-old, and an adopted youth sent us her poem: 

1

SLAM 

L'erreur de ta vie  
Fait le bonheur d'autrui 

En m'abandonnant quand j'étais enfant 
Tu m'as donné de vrais parents 
Tu m'as offert une meilleure vie 

Tu m'as fait quitter ce pays 
Maintenant j'ai un bel avenir 

Par contre, de toi je n'ai aucun souvenir 
 

En fait j'suis comme n'importe qui 
J'suis née, puis j'ai grandi 

Entre temps j'ai été adoptée  
Mais bon, vous comprenez l'idée 

On a peut-être pas eu le même parcours 
N'empêche qu'aujourd’hui on est dans le même cours 

Ca prouve juste que le départ c'pas important 
C'qui importe, c'est ton cheminement 

 
Ca fait une belle histoire a raconter 

Pourtant, y'a peu d'gens qui veulent l'écouter 
Au diable les raisons 

D'avoir pris cette décision 
Le monde pense juste au montant 
Comme si c'tait l'plus important 

C'est vrai que c'pas gratuit 
Mais sauver une vie , ca n'a pas d'prix 

J'ai été abandonnée par ma mère biologique 
Quand on y pense, c'est illogique 

À quoi bon mettre au monde un enfant 
Si au final, on l'cède à d'autres parents 
Oui, son sang coule dans mes veines 
Mais non, je n'serai jamais la sienne 
Ses trait apparaissent sur mon visage 

Et c'est bien la seule chose qu'elle m'a laissé avant d'prendre 
le large 

 
Heureusement j'ai ma mère et mon père 

Ils ont forgé mon caractère 
Ils m'ont transmis leurs valeurs 

Ils ont apaisée mes peurs 
Peur d'être de nouveau abandonnée 

Peur de n'avoir nul part où aller 
Ils ont fait d'moi c'que j'suis devenue 

C'est grâce à eux si je n'suis plus dans rue 
Sans eux je n'serais pas ici 

C'est pourquoi j'tient à leur dire merci 
Car après tout c’est eux qui ont fait ce choix 

Le choix de prendre soin d'moi 
Pour eux je n'suis pas un accident 

Je suis leur enfant.  
 

Jade Ladouceur 

2

SLAM 
 

The accident of your life 
Gave happiness to another’s, 
In abandoning me as a child 
You gave me real parents. 

You offered me a better life 
And though I had to leave my country, 

Now I have a brighter future 
But of you I have no remembrance. 

 
In reality, I’m as everyone else 

I was born and grew up… 
And in between those, I was adopted 

But hey, don’t you get it? 
We may not have walked the same way, 

But still we are on a similar path. 
It shows that where you start out is not so important 

What counts is the journey 
 

It makes for a beautiful story 
Yet so few are willing to listen. 

To hell with all the reasons 
For having taken this decision 

The world thinks only about money 
As if that is ALL that really matters. 

It’s true that adoption isn’t free 
But to save a life – that has no price. 
I was abandoned by my birth mother 

When you think about it, it makes no sense 
What‘s the use of giving birth to a child 

If in the end, it’s just to give it up to another. 
Yes, her blood still runs in my veins 

But no, never will I be hers. 
Her legacy to me, the features on my face 

The only thing I have left of her after she fled the scene. 
 

Luckily I have my mother and father 
They have forged my character! 

They have passed on to me their values 
They have appeased my fears - 

My fear of being abandoned again 
My fear of having no place to go! 
They made of me who I am today 

Thanks to them, I am no longer on the streets. 

Without them, I wouldn’t be here! 
For this, I want to thank them. 
After all, they made the choice 

The choice to care for me! 
For them, I am no accident. 

I am their child. 
 

Jade Ladouceur 
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1

All the members of the adoption triad: birth mother 
and father, child, adoptive mother and father present 
or absent, have different perspectives and speak with 
different voices, in different accents. Those voices 
may change with growth and maturation but not 
always.  

Unfortunately, some people never grow up. Some 
people live only in the past. Some people make their 
sorrows and sufferings the focus of their lives. 
Others accept the changes of their life and adapt to 
them. Others focus on what they have rather than 
what they do not have. Others learn to cope with the 
difficulties of life and develop beyond and sometimes 
because of them. For some people the glass is always 
half full; for others it is always half empty. 
Moreover that perspective also changes with time 
and the circumstances of life. 

SLAM POETRY MOVEMENT 

The word ‘slam’ can mean a physical  ‘attack’, as in 
‘He slammed him to the ground.” But it can also mean 
verbal attack or defense, as in “He really slammed him 
for the insult”. The Poetry Slam is a literary movement 
that has earned its place in universities and schools. 
Think of it as a populist “So You Think You Can 
Dance” for poets. A Poetry slam is conventionally 
defined as the art of competitive performance poetry 
invented in the 1980s by a Chicago construction 
worker named Marc Smith. But ‘Performance’ here 
means just the poet, no props.  

Poetry Slams are local events, in local venues. The 
spirit of Smith’s movement is to invite everyone, to be 
open to absolutely anyone who wants to put their 
name on the slam list. Anyone and everyone is invited 
to take a swing at oral poetry recitation in front of a 
panel of judges from the audience who will rank the 
poet on a numerical scale and proceed, usually, 
through a 3-tiered elimination program of 8-4-2 poets.  

It is a crowd-pleaser activity. Effective recitation 
requires personal style, effective expression and body-
language skills. The poet wins on the basis of the 
audience’s good will. Slams tend to be boisterous and 
to attract a lot of young people. 

The Poetry Slam Movement has both feet planted 
firmly in the literary scene. Some think the Poetry 
Slam Movement is the salvation of oral poetry. 

 

2

Understandable, poetry slams have an enormous 
appeal to the young who have a lot of personal 
feelings to display. They may change as they grow 
up. They may learn to nuance their thoughts and 
feelings. But poetry slams meet youth where it 
counts, right in the anguished emotions of their gut. 
Adolescence is when youth tries to come to terms 
with the tumultuous feelings surrounding their ideas 
of personal history, identity, and difference – all 
part of growing up, but sometimes it can be 
especially poignant when an adoption is part of 
their life circumstances.  

 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)  
               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jade Ladouceur, poet 
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Family Feature: 
Returning to Vietnam With Lily 

1

I have been trying to put into words how I felt about 
this trip back to Vietnam. It is what Lily wanted to do 
for her birthday. While I knew that I would take her 
back to visit one day, each time I started to plan a trip 
I got side tracked by a different trip to Disneyland, Bali 
or Australia. I think I was a little afraid of going back. 
I have no rational explanation for being afraid. The 
odd thing is, before I adopted Lily, I had made lots of 
trips to Vietnam and loved it. This time when Lily 
asked I, knew that it was time to travel back to the 
country of her birth. 

She is always talking about how she misses Vietnam, 
even though she was only 12 weeks old when she left 
and had never been back. (She swears she has been 
back, but until this trip we haven’t). I don’t know what 
she was expecting, I just know she wanted to see 
where she was born. 

The trip got off to a very rocky start because I had 
messed up the visa application. (I am going to blame 
the fact that the travel agent sent me a form that has 
been photocopied so many times you can only see 
every other word.) Where I thought it said “Depart 
Vietnam”, turns out it said “Depart to Vietnam”. So 
after waiting in line for 45 minutes to check in we 
found out that our visa wasn’t valid until the 6th of 
November, (the day we were scheduled to leave 
Vietnam.) So after a panicked call to the Vietnamese 
Embassy, they agreed to send someone to the embassy 
to fix our visas, despite the fact it was Saturday and a 
public holiday. So we loaded all our bags into a taxi 

2

whipped down to the Embassy. We were met by a 
nice young man in shorts and flip flops, who opened 
up the embassy, took our passports, made the 
correction, handed them back literally 90 seconds 
later, and off we went back to the airport. We missed 
our original flight by about 5 minutes so we checked 
in for the next flight at 6. Luckily, there is lots to do at 
Changi airport. The cleaning staff in the bathrooms 
should be grateful to Lily. We spent about 45 minutes 
going from bathroom to bathroom so that Lily could 
press the buttons on the computer screen in each room 
to rate the cleanliness of the restrooms. (She gave 
them all ‘Excellent’ except for one.) 

We eventually arrived in Ho Chi Minh City and went 
straight to our hotel. The Somerset, the same one I 
had stayed in when I adopted Lily. That was nice 
because there was a familiarity to it that was 
somehow comforting. The hotel is actually “serviced 
apartments”. Lily set to work setting up her room. She 
unpacked, arranged all her books and stuffed animals. 
She never actually slept in that room but it did give 
her a nice little place to hang out in. 

The next morning we took a taxi and waited for the 
ferry. Lily still seemed pretty excited about the 
adventure. That changed about 45 minutes into the 
ferry ride. Suddenly she started to cry and said she 
wanted to go home now. She said “ I said I wanted to 
go to Vietnam, I never agreed to a boat ride.” Now 
Lily normally loves boats so I could only guess, that 
this had very little to do with the mode of 
transportation and more to do with the destination. 
After about 20 minutes she settled down into a game 
of “Eye Spy’. 

I had been emailing My Huong Le the director of the 
children’s centre and she had offered to meet us at the 
ferry. So as we lugged the two very heavy bags of 
donations we were taking to the centre, I was very 
surprised to hear this heavy Aussie accent call my 
name. It turns out that My Huong was adopted when 
she was 5 by an Australian family. We had a quick  
lunch and then headed to the centre. As soon as we 
were inside, Lily wanted out! At one point she 
actually ran out into the street. A thousand disastrous 
scenarios whipped through my head.  

…continued on page 22 
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Eventually, I caught up with her and convinced her 
to sit on a bench just inside while I visited with 
some of the staff that had been there when she was 
a baby. I gave her my sketchbook to draw in. Soon 
a little boy came up to her and indicated that he 
would like a piece of paper to draw on. Lily tore a 
piece out of the book and gave it to him. The two 
sat quietly drawing while my iPhone was 
commandeered by another young boy who fancied 
himself a photographer. That is what gave me the 
idea to give Lily the camera. 

There were a handful of girls learning a dance near 
where Lily was sitting. Lily had been invited to join, 
but had refused. Once she had the camera in hand 
she took pictures of the girls. Soon she willingly 
followed me upstairs and continued to take pictures 
in the nursery. I immediately picked up a baby, and 
I think Lily thought we were going to bring her 
home. She actually seemed okay with that. (We, of 
course, were not bringing any baby home, but I 
have to admit that I really wanted to.) 

Lily took some great shots of these babies, the 
youngest was only two weeks old. Soon one little 
boy started following Lily around. He was this tiny 
little ‘man’ who looked to be no more than 18 
months old tops. He had a large scar down the 
centre of his chest and was determined to get Lily to 
understand him somehow. I thought it was cute, 
Lily was a little freaked out. 

Lily finally conceded to have her picture taken with 
Ma Bay, the lady who had taken care of Lily as a 
baby and who was the person who had handed Lily 
to me almost 7 years ago. I felt that while the 
picture did not mean anything to Lily now, some 
day it would. (I was also amazed that some how 
Ma Bay looked younger now than she did all those 
years ago.) 

Eventually, we said our goodbyes and started the 
short walk back to the ferry. Lily sprung to life the 
second we walked out the door, stopping to look at 
anything she found interesting, especially the lady 
with the buckets of live crabs on the corner. 

We had about an hour to kill before our ferry so we 
stopped at the Ned Kelly Pub across from the pier. 
Lily happily chatted to the waitress and even asked 
her if she could teach her to play pool. The kid who 
refused to speak an hour before was suddenly 
‘Chatty Kathy’. She laughed and smiled and joked 
all the way back to HCMC easing my fears a little, 

4

that this trip had scarred her for life and that she would 
never forgive me for destroying her 7th birthday. 

The next morning at breakfast she said “Mum, that 
was a pretty special way to spend my birthday.” 

Watch  highlights of Lily’s trip at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EcGf5eocTs  
  
    Kelly McFadzen 
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Family Feature: 
Petite Histoire d’adoption… 
Lundi nous avons trouvé un petit chaton 
dans nos fleurs âgé de quelques semaines 
…malheureusement il avait la patte arrière 
cassée . 
 Marie-Loan disait qu’il avait perdu sa maman : 
« Pauvre petit chat, il est mignon, il a perdu 
sa maman , la patte est cassée »……Nous 
l’avons soigné durant trois jours en lui 
donnant du lait au compte gouttes….Je 
voulais le garder mais il était trop malade… 
Marie-Loan pense que son petit « Iris » 
(C’est le nom qu’elle lui a donné) est avec 
son docteur à l’hôpital pour se faire 
soigner… 
C’était notre petite histoire d’adoption…. 
 Edith et Marie-
Loan 

One Monday, we found a little kitten in our 
newly growing flowers ... unfortunately its hind 
leg was broken. 

Marie-Loan said he had lost his mother,  "Poor 
little cat, its so cute, it lost its mother, its 
leg is broken". 

We cared for the kitten for three days by giving 
him milk from a dropper. I wanted to keep it 
but he was too sick.  Marie-Loan thought her 
little cat "Iris " (that’s what she named it) 
with the doctor at the hospital for treatment. 

This was our adoption story… 

Edith and Marie-Loan 

 



 

 

24 

Issue # April 2014 TDH QUARTERLY 

A summertime tradition is back. 
 

The Limited Edition Camp Combo™! 
Camp season is almost upon us! And back by popular demand, the Mabel’s Labels 

Limited Edition Camp Combo™ is packed with a collection of UV resistant, 
waterproof labels and tags designed especially for everything that goes to summer camp.  

 
This essential summer combo is perfect for clothes and footwear, toiletries, swim gear, 
backpacks and more. But don’t miss out – it’s only available from April 8 – June 

30, 2014. 
 

Get ready for camp and help support our fundraiser, too. Plus, get early bird pricing 
of only $37.95 until April 30th – then just $39.95. 

 
Customize and order now at www.tdh.mabelslabels.com 

 
 
 

Labels for the stuff kids lose!® 

Please note that due to anticipated demand dispatch times may be as long as 2-3 weeks. 
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