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In his 1817 historical novel Rob Roy, about the failed 18th century English/
Scotch ‘Jacobite Uprising’ to restore the deposed King James II of England 
to the throne, Sir Walter Scott recasts a negative proverb, hundreds of 
years older, so that it says ‘for the most part some good can come out of 
bad’. Scott’s proverb speaks about general misfortune unexpectedly 
bestowing some benefit on a particular person: “it is an ill wind that blows 
nobody any good” 

Such is the case with Vietnamese adoptions. A few years ago our Vietnam 
international adoption program was processing a reasonable stream of 
healthy orphaned infants. Due to a vigorous campaign by UNICEF and the 
US State Department, the program was thrown into turmoil. Vietnam 
was forced to rewrite its adoption laws and then to restructure its 
adoptive infrastructure. At this point the system functions very slowly and 
there are very few healthy orphaned infants adopted from Vietnam. 

One of the provisions of the law allows a slightly faster processing of 
children with Special Needs (SN), as defined by the system. TDH has 
operated under these new laws as well as it could. The results of these 
new laws have been extremely negative for normal orphaned infants and 
children. The results have been seriously harmful to the adoption agency 
system in general; many have closed. Orphanages have suffered 
financially and materially under the new rules; many have simply stopped 
accepting orphaned infants and children. And that has been very negative 
for healthy infant orphans. But, these same rules have been unexpectedly 
good for orphaned infants and children with Special Needs (SN); under 
normal conditions they would hardly have been considered at all. “Its an ill 
wind…” 

The Vietnamese government regards the adoptions of Special Needs 
children taking place from Vietnam during the two years 2011 and 2012 as 
a Pilot Project under the new adoption law. 

Vietnam recently had a conference on intercountry adoption and 
publically reported the results of their Pilot Project in intercountry 
adoption over these two years. 

The general picture is that within these two years there have been 352 
adoptions from Vietnam to families in 14 countries. 

Those countries include 5 that have bilateral agreements with Vietnam 
and are Hague compliant (France, Italy, Spain, Denmark, and 
Switzerland). One country operates as Hague compliant: Canada. 

Vietnam has recognized several agencies that have worked to place SN 
children in families; they are:  

(Continued on page 2) 
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The report presents a certain amount of data regarding 
the children in terms of their numbers and Special 
Needs. 

The Department of Adoption (DOA) maintains 2 lists. 

On list 1: normal children 
Over a 2-year period there have been a total of 73 
adoptions. 
 27 adoptions were processed under the old law 

including 11 adoptions to the US from Bac Lieu 
province 

 7 adoptions by relatives of the child 
 Thus only 35 adoptions were processed under the 

new law, worldwide, over 2 years, divided among 
27 agencies 

On list 2: children with Special Needs 
There have been a total of 161 adoptions 
 13 adoptions of children older that 5 years 

The website of the Ministry of Justice of January 28, 
reporting on a conference to review the implementation 
of the new law over this two year period, reports that 
the implementation of the law remains slow and uneven 
at the local level, and that inter-sectoral coordination at 
central and local levels was not really effective. To 
overcome these limitations, DA has developed a specific 
work plan focusing on 5 key sectors: 1) establishment 
and maintenance of an inter-sectoral working group to 
insure implementation of the Hague Convention; 2) 
implementation of adoption registration; 3) 
continuation of the program for Special Needs 

adoptions; 4) direction and guidance of foreign adoption 
organizations; 5) assurance that humanitarian assistance 
remains separate from adoption. 

Addressing the conference, Deputy Justice Minister 
Dinh Trung Tung praised the achievement of the DA in 
2012, noting their coordination efforts and completion 
of the designated tasks. However, he also frankly 
pointed out that progress over the two years of 
implementation of the Law on Child Adoption, remains 
slower than hoped; that understanding of the 
implementation of the Law on Adoption and the Hague 
Convention is not uniform from central to local 
authorities, and that one of the principal tasks of 2013 
should be to enhance coordination between all the 
actors, and to obtain realistic and appropriate policy 
responses when necessary. He also noted that the focus 
of the Department must remain on the priority of 
domestic adoption, while ensuring the consistency and 
continuity between international and domestic 
adoption.  

The March conference that is the subject of this article, 
which included the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of 
Public Security, orphanages, accredited agencies, 
embassy representatives, and UNICEF, reported that in 
general the Vietnam intercountry adoption program 
placed orphaned children in permanent families in 14 
countries, served by 27 accredited agencies in Vietnam 
over two years.  The majority of these Normal and 
Special Needs children were adopted to 6 countries: 

 

The SN adoptions during 2011 and 2012 came mostly 
from 4 cities/provinces designated for the Pilot Project: 

Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC)..…62 
Ba Ria-Vung Tau……………….37 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

NAME COUNTRY SN  
ADOPTIONS 

Terre Des Hommes (TDH) Canada 33 

COFA Cognac (COFA) France 28 

La Providence (LP) France 17 

Network Aiuto Assistenza 
Accogleinza (NAAA) 

Italy 14 

Asociacion para el Cuidado 
de la Infancia (ACI)  

Spain 11 

Azione per Famile Nuove 
(AFN) 

Italy 06 

Medecins du Monde (MDM) France 06 

COUNTRY NORMAL SN TOTAL 
ADOPTED 

France 29 59 88 

Canada 11 41 52 

Italy 15 33 48 

Spain 19 28 47 

Denmark 4 0 4 

Switzerland 2 0 2 

Total 80 161 241 
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Hanoi……………………………….21 
Da Nang……………………………03 
Unspecified………………………38 

The criteria by which ‘Special Needs’ are determined by 
the Department of Adoption (DA) in Vietnam. The 
general characteristic of the children with Special Needs 
who are presented for adoption is that the Special 
Needs are regarded as either reversible or manageable 
under the normal medical conditions of the country in 
which the adopted child will reside.  

[We would like to note here that between Ontario and 
Quebec there are approximately 80 families waiting for 
healthy (only) children. While it is possible (and to be 
hoped) that the system will adjust to the new reality and 
that more “healthy” children will be placed for adoption 
in the near future, we are currently awaiting proposals 
for families whose dossiers were ready in 2008. 
Realistically, we cannot expect those whose dossiers 
were deposited in 2010 or later and who do not feel 
themselves able to consider a child with minor Special 
Needs to receive a child proposal in less than 3 or 4 
years.] 

In the case of a Special Needs adoption TDH makes 
every reasonable effort to provide the adoptive parent 
with a full medical review of the child’s needs, insofar as 
that is possible given the child’s circumstances. TDH 
considers that it is essential that the adoptive parents 
have as clear an understanding of the child’s problems 
as is possible within the actual limits of the child’s 
situation. Often there is very little, if any, background 
information. On the basis of that understanding, the 
prospective parents need to have some sense of a plan 
for dealing with the child’s problem in their home 
country. It is TDH’s expectation that the child’s problem 
can either be corrected or the child can be taught to 
manage their problem in such a way that they can 
reasonably be expected to live a full and satisfying life as 
a self-sufficient individual.  

The following list reflects the conditions of the children 
actually adopted but does not reflect the whole list of 
conditions that are recognized as a ‘Special Need’ by the 
DA. Many of the problems are congenital, that is, they 
are conditions present at birth, whether inherited or 
caused within the pre-natal environment. Others are 
caused by infection of one type or another. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

# SPECIAL NEED CHARACTER PROGNOSIS 

39 HIV Viral infection Manageable 

20 Hepatitis B & C Viral infection Manageable 

10 Heart Disease Congenital Correctable 

8 Arthrogriposis Congenital Correctable 

7 Cleft Lip and Palate Congenital Correctable 

6 Hernia Congenital Correctable 

5 Eye problems Congenital Manageable 

3 Deaf and Mute Congenital Manageable 

2 Alagille Syndrome Genetic Manageable 

1 Hydrocephaly Congenital Manageable 

1 Down Syndrome Genetic Manageable 

1 Thalassemia Genetic Manageable 

38 Unreported   Manageable 
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New Arrivals 

Dan and Julie Berger, along with Hans
(24), Emily(22), Andrew(21), Alex(19), 
Abbie(17), Alethea(14), James(11), 
Nathan(11), Shoshana(9), Olivia(9), 
Caleb(7), Chloe(7), Kate(7), Isaiah(3), 
and Ransom(2) -home from VN July 
2011- welcome Shepherd Khanh 
(adopted January 2; home January 12, 
2013). Shepherd is 2 1/2 years old. We 
are blessed! 

To announce your New Arrival 
 

Email: Sharon Kashino at: sharon@tdh.ca 
Your Giving and Receiving Ceremony 
must be completed prior to the newslet-
ter publication date (next issue due out 
July 15). 

As serious as some of the Special Needs are, these 
problems do not mean the same thing when they occur 
to a child within the medical system of the receiving 
country, such as Canada, as they do when they occur in 
Vietnam. 

The adoption of children with Special Needs is not for 
every family. The decision to accept a child with Special 
Needs requires a particular attitude and a particular 
sense of commitment. The couples who adopt these 
children are themselves very special people.  

Having made that point, these children, except when 
specifically requested by an adoptive family, are not 
mentally challenged. All of them are projected to be 
able to live fully functional lives with adequate medical 
attention and support. At the same time, each case is 
unique. The track record of TDH Canada in selecting and 
matching these Special Needs children with special 
parents has been positive. 

Any potential adoptive parents who thinks that they 
might be able to accept a child with Special Needs is 
invited to contact TDH and discuss the matter further. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Haiti  This new program (governed by the new law in 

Haiti) is accepting applicants.  Children are of all ages.  As 
this is a new program it is difficult to estimate waiting 
times. 

Honduras  A family from BC went to Honduras in 

January to meet their 11 year old son.  They will return this 
May to finalize the adoption.  A family from Ottawa went to 
Honduras in February to finalize their adoption. 

Russia  3 families from Quebec  completed the adoption 

of 3 boys ages 1, 2 and 2.5 years old. 

Applications for the Russia program are being accepted for 
children 9 months and up.  Waiting time to completion 
about 1 year. 

Ukraine   Three families from Quebec completed the 

adoption of 10 children between them this quarter:  one 
sibling group of children 6 and 7 years old and 2 sets of 4 
siblings between the ages of 5 and 12 years old.  A family 
from BC completed the adoption of 2 children: 5 and 9 
years old. 

Applications for the Ukraine program are being accepted 
for children over 5 years of age or sibling groups  (as long as 
the oldest child is over 5 the other sibling(s) can be 
younger).  Waiting time can be very short, especially for 
sibling groups.  Special needs children from birth are also 
available. 

United States (New York)   Applications are being 

accepted  for newborn children of  black or biracial decent.  
Average wait is 6-24 months (although this can not be 
guaranteed as adoptive parents are selected by birth 
parents). 

Vietnam   This quarter 2 special needs adoptions have 

been completed for Quebec and 3 for Ontario.  A total of 21 
children with special needs are in the process of adoption. 
These include children with Hep B, Hep C, HIV+, sibling 
groups, older children, children with cleft palate, 
strabismus, orthopedic problems, umbilical hernias, and 
prematurity. 

For more information on any program please contact: 
Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

613-482-6306  

Adoption Program Updates: 1st Quarter - 2013 

Families Needed: Honduras 

Four children from Honduras are in need of forever families: A healthy 11 year old girl; a special need boy born Decem-
ber, 2006 with Hemiparesis on his right side (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hemiparesis) and another special need boy 
born March 2009  whose diagnosis is still in process at this time. While it was thought that he might have light autism 
and low IQ, it now appears that the problem may be simply a hearing problem. He is being seen by a specialist in Hon-
duras to try to correctly determine his condition.  Also the adoption department in Honduras is looking for a Canadian 
family, specifically from BC, to adopt a healthy boy born on January 2003.  If you would like for information please 
contact: 

Emi Svetlitza (emi@tdh.ca) 
 

Families Needed: Vietnam 

We are still looking for a family for a wonderful, bright little boy of 4 who has lower limb palsy. He only recently 
learned to walk, but has made huge strides in walking since, and although he uses braces, it is very possible that one 
day he will not need them. He is very affectionate, and because of interaction with volunteers, he even speaks some 
English.  

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=7bcb07ec65b04bd695c2149d34a52d97&URL=http%3a%2f%2fen.wikipedia.org%2fwiki%2fHemiparesis
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Une soupe réconfortante au goût d’Asie  

Ayant été adoptée du Viêt-Nam à l’âge de deux mois et 
demi, je n’ai aucun souvenir de mon passage bref dans mon 
pays d’origine. Par l’entremise de documentaires ainsi que 
de récits de mes parents, j’ai appris la triste réalité qui 
entoure la population vietnamienne. Parce que récemment 
j’ai été conscientisée, je veux faire ma part en redonnant au 
suivant. 

Je projette de cuisiner d’immenses chaudrons de soupe won 
ton maison. Je vendrai des portions individuelles ou doubles 
et, pour un léger supplément, j’offrirai aux heureux 
dégustateurs ma fameuse recette secrète afin d’amasser des 
fonds qui me permettront d’acheter un buffle d’Asie que 
j’offrirai à une famille vietnamienne dans le besoin. En effet, 
Terre des Hommes, l’organisme qui a permis la fondation de 
notre foyer, offre un programme donnant la possibilité à des 
familles de recevoir un buffle d’Asie qui leur permettra de :  

Labourer les terres pour la culture du riz et des pommes 
de terre à l’aide de la force motrice du bœuf 
(plantation quatre fois plus vite à l’aide de celui-ci)  

S’alimenter du lait riche en protéines qu’il produit  
Utiliser le fumier comme fertilisant et combustible  
Transporter des marchandises lourdes vers le marché où 

on revend le surplus  
Avec l’argent ainsi gagné : 

Acheter des vêtements 
Acheter des médicaments 
Envoyer les enfants à l’école  

Grâce à toutes ces utilités, j’aiderais non seulement une 
famille, mais je contribuerais aussi à améliorer l’économie 
locale. Je vous soumets ci-dessus mon projet sous de mon 
futur mentor.   

Quand un homme a faim, mieux vaut lui apprendre à pêcher 
que de lui donner un poisson.  - Confucius 

Lori-Anne 

Comforting Asian Soup 

Being adopted from Vietnam at the age of two and a half 
months, I have no memory of the brief time I spent in my 
birth country.  Getting my information from documentaries 
and stories from my parents, I learned about the sad reality 
that touches the people of Vietnam.  Once I became aware, I 
wanted to do my part to give back. 

My plan is to cook large pots of home made won ton soup.  I 
will sell individual or double portions and, for just a little 
extra I will offer up my famous secret recipe. I will be doing 
this to raise funds to buy a water buffalo, which I would offer 
to a Vietnamese family in need. Terre des Hommes, offers a 
program that can provide families with a water buffalo.  
Having a water buffalo would allow these families to: 

Plow the land to cultivate rice and potatoes (this helps 
plantation for times faster)  

Drink milk rich in protien which is produced by the water 
buffalo. 

Use the manure as a fertilizer and fuel 
Transport heavy wares to the market where surplus 

crops can be sold 
With money earned in this way : 

Buy clothing 
Buy medications 
Send children to school 

With all of these benefits, I would not only able to help one 
family, but also contribute to improving the local economy.   
I am sharing the very beginning stages of my project with 
you. I hope to put the finishing touches on the project with 
the help of my future mentor. 

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man 
to fish and you feed him for a lifetime. – Chinese Proverb 

Adoptee’s Leadership Project to Buy Buffalos 

Below, in French and English (translated by Lee-Anne Maier), is 

a small presentation document followed by a diagram of a project 

initiated by one of our Vietnamese adoptees, who is 16 years old. 

She was chosen as part of a leadership project and raised $1000 to 

buy two water buffaloes.   Well done Lori-Anne! 

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca)  
 

Photo right: Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh receive the $1000 

cheque from Lori-Anne to purchase two water buffaloes.  
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Family Features:  Special Siblings 

My name is Fiona Wagner, I am 11 years old and I am 
the second oldest of 9 children. Yes, you read well, 9 
of us. It's a lovely thing to be in a large family because 
you are never alone. It's also not so much fun to be in a 
large family because you are NEVER alone. I some-
times get annoyed when my 4 Dino Brothers embar-
rass me in front of my friends, or when they turn my 
room into a mess, but still, I love them. I do not always 
feel like playing Barbies with my younger sisters, but 
still, I love them. 

About 5 years ago, when there were only 5 children in 
the family and we were still living in Montreal, Mom 
and Dad decided to pursue their dream of adopting a 
child internationally. On Thanksgiving weekend 2008, 
we received the wonderful news that Logan Hoang 
would join our family. I was only 7 years old back then 
and I didn't totally grasp the whole concept. I remem-
ber Mom and Dad getting ready for his arrival, pack-
ing for daddy's trip to go get him and all the excite-
ment over the paperwork, but it only hit home when 
Logan actually arrived at the house, 5 days before 
Christmas. I remember holding him for the first time. I 
was staring at him, wondering how he could see the 
same way we do. Now I know that the shape of the 
eyes doesn't change anything! Logan's arrival in our 
family was seamless. It was like he had always been 
with us. Of course, Mom got a little busier, but noth-
ing more than when any other child arrived before. It 
was actually easier because she was not recovering 
from pregnancy and birth this time. Dad even left for 
Afghanistan 2 months after Logan's arrival, and we all 
made it sane and alive. 

Then we moved to Kingston. That was hard for me to 
accept. But when your dad is in the Army, postings are 
part of your reality. New city, new house, new school, 
new friends, then mid year new school again to escape 
from bullying, then new friends again, and then BAM, 
Mom and Dad announced we were going to adopt 
again, a special needs child this time. Being 9 years 
old, special needs was not part of my vocabulary. That 
was scary to me. How would that affect me? Our fam-
ily?? Our comfort zone??? MY comfort zone????  

Mom went to get him this time. She was gone for 3 

weeks. It was the first time ever we spent time away 
from Mom. That was hard on all of us as we missed 
her a lot. Toan came home weak, disoriented, at-
tached to Mom like she was his buoy, crying all the 
time. But it only took about 2 weeks for things to set-
tle and for him to develop interest in the other mem-
bers of the clan. He was so cute, so vulnerable: how 
could anyone resist? Toan is still very needy but I could 
not imagine my life without him. 

But it was not enough. Last November, my twin sis-
ters Binh and Phuoc arrived. Binh and Phuoc are very 
ill. Sometimes Mom jokes that we did not adopt 
twins, but triplets: Binh, Phuoc and Alagille. They suf-
fer from Alagille Syndrome. In their case, it affects 
their liver and they need to be fed with feeding 
pumps. I like to help out and I like to go to their medi-
cal appointments. They spend a lot of time in hospital 
and it is hard on the family. But Mom and Dad make 
sure everyone is covered: the girls are never alone in 
the hospital and the other parent is with us at home. I 
guess we have to think about what is really important. 
We love our little sisters and we are lucky to see them 
develop and be happy with people who love them. It 
makes me happy and makes me feel important to 
cuddle with them and be their big sister. Someday, I 
hope to show them so much. 

Now, I am more mature and I understand more. I like 
to help out. This life story of mine teaches me to be a 
better person. It also shows me that my parents would 
do anything for us. Special needs siblings are not 
scary: they just need lots of love and understanding. 

Fiona Wagner 
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I would like to share our experience of a Ukrainian 
orphanage with future adoptive parents. I think that 
sometimes we have the idea that orphanages are bleak 
places where children are minimally “maintained” and 
generally are sad. This was not our experience. 

My husband George and I adopted a little boy of 6 years 
old. His name is Isaac and he is the most wonderful boy in 
the world. 

Isaac was in the city of Lugansk. We were delighted to 
have Ksenia, the lady who takes care of adoptions in 
Ukraine, with us, as she is not only very nice but also very 
efficient. We were also fortunate to have Natalia who was 
both professional and effective, to assist with translation.  

The orphanage in this city is wonderful. First, it is located 
on a playground as large as a park, with a sandbox and 
swings. There is a security guard at the entrance who 
checks incoming and outgoing visitors, which is very 
reassuring to parents and children. 

Inside the orphanage, everything is clean. There are 
several game rooms with small toy cars, motorcycles and 
small trampolines. The Staff is friendly and cordial. The 
smells are enticing as there is always someone cooking 
something. There were three rabbits and a few turtles for 
the children to care for. The walls were covered with 
drawings and photographs. Large windows brighten the 
place and are decorated with beautiful curtains. 

In the group with Isaac, there were nine other children. All 
these children were charming, friendly and well behaved. 
They eat well, have group activities, their teacher reads 
stories and generally relates to them as would a mother 

or an aunt. As a special treat, they sometimes go to the 
amusement park.  

The first time we went there, we met the director, a 
doctor, a psychologist and a professor, who all gave us 
Isaac’s health records as well as a report on his character. 
In addition, we met with the social worker who spoke 
English. They responded to all of our questions, and we 
felt greatly reassured. 

When the weather permits, the children go outside to 
play. It is an idyllic image, with bright little boys playing 
ball in the courtyard and pretty little girls with flowers in 
their hair. The children are well behaved and the older 
ones say hello in English. Some of the children even 
brought me flowers. They are affectionate and do not 
hesitate to give hugs and kisses. 

We went every day for over a month and the atmosphere 
resembles that of a large family home. There was always 
a nurse on site and a psychologist who was available 
whenever we needed him. Children are never left alone to 
themselves. All have their own lockers where they store 
their belongings. The wood floor is beautiful. It is warm 
and covered with a thick carpet. 

All in all we enjoyed the warmth of this place and the 
kindness of the staff of the orphanage. All of these 
children deserve a mom and a dad who can give them all 
the love they deserve, but in the meantime we are happy 
to know that they are surrounded with people who have 
their well-being at heart . 

Sincerely, 

Aline, George and Isaac 

Family Feature: Ukrainian Orphanage Experience 
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Ukraine Vacation Program 

Thousands of kids in Ukrainian orphanages face 
a bleak future. Despite good care in the orphan-
age, few are prepared to start a life when they 
leave the orphanage at age 16, as they are pro-
vided with neither a higher education nor voca-

tional training which will serve them in finding 
gainful employment when they are  on their 
own. As a result, as many as 10% of children 
leaving Eastern European orphanages com-
mit suicide, or are co-opted into drug deal-
ing, the sex trade, or organized crime. 

Few parents will consider adopting a child 
who is over six years old, but these children 

long for a family they can call their own. This is 
not always possible, but at least the children can 
have the experience of family life for a brief pe-
riod of time. 

TDH would like to do something to address 
this problem, and so we are offering once 
again this year, this time in collaboration 
with Frontier Horizons, a summer vacation 
program for children from 7 to 13 living in 
Ukrainian orphanages. The ultimate goal is to 

find families for these children, and so we are 
looking for families who will collaborate with us 
to allow this to happen. 

Our assumption here is that there is a natural 
fear of adopting an older child without knowing 
something of the background and personality of 
the child and whether that child will “mesh” 
with your family. This program gives the poten-
tial adoptive parent a chance to spend a full 2-3 
weeks with a child interacting, observing, and 

hopefully forming a bond of friendship with 
him or her that will last a lifetime, whether it 
results in an adoption or not. 

The children coming here will not know - at 
least not formally - that they are candidates 
for adoption. In fact, some children have 
spent summer vacations in several countries 
over past years - and their lives are enriched 
for it. They are pre-selected by the orphan-

age directors as children who have the qualities 
that would allow them to be adopted, including 
openness, a desire to relate to others, 
and physical and emotional health. Some of 
them- even those who are 7 or 8 years old - may 
have one or more siblings who may be adopted 
with them (although only one child may come 

to Canada at the time of the vacation program). 
That being said, it is important to understand 
that there can be no guarantee that the host 
family will be able to adopt the hosted child, as 
the child himself or herself must consent, and 
there is sometimes the possibility that another 
family (for example, where the child has visited 
in the past) may select the child in advance of 
procedures being completed for the child you 
have hosted. 

Hosting families are asked to pay for the cost of 
the program and of bringing the child here 
(about $3500, a tax-deductible donation), and 
to provide the child with a quality experience: 
spending time with the child, introducing the 
child to cultural and recreational activities and 
events, or doing family activities. 

Those who are interested may apply to be a 
host family. You are expected to provide a vul-
nerable sector (police) clearance and 3 letters of 
reference. Families will be interviewed individu-
ally in a home visit, unless they already have a 
completed homestudy. If you are interested in 
adopting a child, we ask you to be aware of the 
criteria of Ukraine: you must be married, the 
child to be adopted must be younger than the 
youngest child in your family. 

One advantage of this program in terms of 
adoption is that if you decide that you wish to 
adopt the child you have hosted, you may travel 
to Ukraine with a child already proposed, if the 
child is still available to be adopted, instead of 
going there and having to select a child from the 
database of available children. Additionally, the 
stay in Ukraine - which constitutes a large part 
of the cost of adoption - is only about 6 weeks 
instead of the normal average of 10 weeks. 

While adoption is never forced on the host fam-
ily or the child, it is part of the raison d’être for 
the program. 

The happiness you may bring to a child who has 
little in his or her life cannot be measured in 
time or money or effort. We urge you to con-
sider this program, which allows you to make a 
significant difference for one child. 

If you are interested, please contact: 
Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

  

mailto:manon@tdh.ca
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Lucy’s Family Tree 

Written by Karen Halvorsen Schreck, 
Illustrated by Stephen Gassler III  

Lucy is a young adolescent girl who was 
adopted from Mexico as a three-month-old 
baby.  Lucy looks very different from her 
parents and struggles with that fact.  A school 
assignment to create a family tree frustrates 
and angers her.   She doesn’t want to be 
different. 

Her parents insist that everyone is different 
and challenge her to find three families that 
are “the same”.  This proves to be a real 
challenge.  She works together with her family 
to create a family tree as assigned. Lucy 
decides to take a creative approach and used a 
“Tree of Life” model inspired by a souvenir 
from Mexico in her memory box.   

The books signs off with a message to teachers 
to consider diversity and to create activities 
that are inclusive.  It also provides several 
examples of different family “trees” (roots, 
houses, genograms etc.).  

As a parent waiting to adopt, I found the story 
to be a good one to prepare me for the type of 
questions and challenges that may one day 
come my way. 

As a teacher, I whole-heartedly agree with the 
idea of creating inclusive assignments and I am 
seeing a major shift amongst my colleagues as 
well.  My hope is that fewer students will feel 
isolated by assignments and that more will see 
“family” assignments as a challenge to be 
creative and share the parts of their own 
stories that they are comfortable sharing.  

Taking a note from the story.  If an assignment 
does seem exclusionary a great solution is to 
speak to the teacher.  Sometimes it’s just a 
matter of starting the conversation. 

 Lee-Anne  Maier (lee-annemaier@hotmail.com) 

 

 

  

  

Adoption Literature for Children 
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Broader ADOPTION ISSUES                

Canadian Adoption Policy 
Best Interests of the Child:  Meaning and Application in Canada 

 
Notice of publication under the title: 
Canadian Adoption Policy 
 
Kathy Vandergrift, Chair of the Canadian Coalition for the Rights of 
Children has forwarded a major report entitled Best Interests of the 
Child:  Meaning and Application in Canada. The full report is available at 
http://rightsofchildren.ca/wp-content/uploads/bic-report-eng-web.pdf 
  
The phrase “Best Interests of the Child” is used to cover a wide range of 
court and social service decisions. The undefined concept of the “Best 
Interests of the Child” is a core principle in the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. However, the interpretation of the meaning of the phrase is 
left up to judges and social workers. This report reflects on its use, 
misuse, and under-use in Canada. This text of the report is based on a 
recent Convention in Toronto on the topic. The Report itself is said to 
propose a rights-based approach for application to a wide range of policy 
areas that impact children in Canada. 
 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

 

011  Meetings with Ignacio Packer,  

 International Federation of Terre des 

 hommes Secretary General  

 On Sunday, April 14, 2013, we had a whistlestop visit 
from the Secretary General of the International Fed-
eration of Terre des hommes, Ignacio Packer. He had 
flown from Switzerland to New York to attend a 
week of conferences and wanted to at least pay a 
short social call on TDH Canada before returning to 
Europe. He is planning a longer, more formal visit just 
before the Annual General Meeting of the Federation 
in October. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
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Update on Dorinda 

In the last newsletter Dorinda announced her personal 
battle with cancer.  Since then, she has endured, and 
completed a full cycle of treatment.  The results, 
thankfully, seem to indicate the treatments were 
successful.  Throughout her battle her immediate 
family have supported and encouraged her, and we, 
her TDH family, have done what we can as well.  It is 
times like these we realize with horror the turns our 
lives can take with little to no notice;  when we 
recognize the importance  of family and of personal 
strength.   

From Dorinda: “I am so grateful to everyone - for the 
thoughts and prayers and positive vibrations, for the 
bowls and bowls of soup and spaghetti sauce, 
tourtieres and pot pies, for the flowers and cards, for 
the thoughtful gifts, for "Dorinda's babies" (many tears 
were shed!), for the phone calls, and for all the 
wonderful unnamed gestures. I can assure you that 
these have had their effect. Please keep me in your 
prayers.” 

Rest assured, Dorinda, you have earned a place of 
honor in the families whose lives you have touched, 
and will always be in our hearts and our prayers.  You 
make dreams come true. 

Sharon Kashino (sharon@tdh.ca) 

TDH’s Future 

TDH Canada is a well-established organization both in 
Canada and within the International Federation of 
terre des hommes in Switzerland. TDH was registered 
as a charity in Canada in 1968 but did not become an 
organization until 1974, when Brendan and Dorinda 
Cavanaugh were asked to assume that responsibility 
by the then President of the Board, Me. Raymond 
Lette. We have tried to shepherd TDH through the 
various social changes affecting Canada, Quebec and 
the Adoption world during these last 39 years. We now 
feel that it is morally important and we recognize our 
responsibility to secure a smooth and seamless 
transition into a TDH Canada for the 21st century. We 
believe it is time for us to think seriously about 
successors. So we are making this announcement: we 
are open to receive notice from anyone who would like 
to devote their lives as major full-time administrators 
to the work of responding to the needs of children and 
improving the quality of their lives at TDH Canada in 
Montreal, Quebec and Vankleek Hill, Ontario. 

Brendan Cavanaugh, Secretary General 
(brendan@tdh.ca) 

Dorinda Cavanaugh, Director (dorinda@tdh.ca) 

News and Current Events 

Content Requests,  Family Features, 

Questions,  Comment Submissions 
 

We endeavour to make each issue of our news-
letter informative and interesting.  If you have a 
suggestion for an article, wish to contribute an 
article, have comments, feedback, questions or a 
request for information on a particular topic, 
please let us know!  You may also submit photos, 
with descriptive captions.  We love your com-
ments and feedback!   

Send comments, questions, submissions to: 
sharon@tdh.ca 

mailto:brendan@tdh.ca


   Page 15          TDH Ontario Quarterly    April 2013 

 

 

News and Current Events 

TDH Newsletter Policy Announcement 

According to the charter of Terre des hommes (TDH), the organization specifically sets aside all 
affiliations with such focused interests as religion, politics, ethnicity, and any other determined 
focus in order to devote itself to the welfare of all children unhampered by the restrictions that 
often characterize other organized focus groups. One of the descriptions of TDH is that it re-
sponds to the needs of children who have fallen into the cracks between various organizations. 
It is that open attitude that characterized the Charter of Terre des hommes drawn up by Ed-
mund Kaiser, cited below, that has allowed the International Federation to develop the rich 
diversity of its membership. 

In the case of this TDH Newsletter, if we print an article or statement about a group with a 
focused interest, such as the Pinter's article appended to this edition, TDH is not necessar-
ily endorsing it but rather presenting the information for you to support if you so choose. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

Charter of Terre des hommes 1960 

«The world-wide appeal of millions of children who suffer or die in silence inspires what follows: 

As long as one child remains hungry, sick, abandoned, in misery or in pain, whoever and wherever 
s/he may be, the movement Terre des hommes, created for this reason, will pledge itself to the 
child’s immediate and complete rescue. 
Having determinedly sought out the child, Terre des hommes will come to her/his aid in the way 
which responds most closely to her/his distress. In the child’s country, if circumstances permit, or 
elsewhere, if not, the child will therefore be fed, cared for, provided with a family and restored to a 
life worthy of her/his rights as a child, always assured to tender and competent support. 

Free of any political, religious or ethnic bias, simply human being working for human being, as an 
act of justice not condescension, in a spirit of self-effacement as close to personal anonymity as 
possible, Terre des hommes is composed of voluntary and salaried workers committed to one com-
mon goal: the rescue of the child for whom the movement is both the ambassador and the instru-
ment of life, survival and solace. So that none may be in doubt: neither those who suffer nor those 
who can relieve the suffering, Terre des hommes will strive to alert and to rally humanity around 
the infinite distress of countless children. » 

Edmond Kaiser, founder of Terre des hommes, 1960 
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TDHO: Introducing Agathe Belanger 

In July of 2012 Helene 
Parisien, who had worked 
as part of the TDHO team 
in Vankleek Hill for about 
five years, decided to 
leave us to take up 
another position. Dorinda 
Cavanaugh, the Director 
and Manon Parent carried 
on the work, but a full 
time replacement was 
needed. We found our 
new team member, 
Agathe Bélanger , early in 
December, 2012 and she 

has been learning the ropes for about four months now. It is 
time to introduce her to everybody. 

Like Manon, Agathe is a native Quebecois, from the Abitibi 
region, who is bilingual and lives and works in Ontario. Since 
she has  evolved in a predominantly francophone 
environment, she considers it a new challenge to work in an 
English-speaking environment. Her fiancé joined the 
Canadian military and she left friends and family to follow 
him on his various postings. Agathe is a family-minded 
person; she missed her family and returned to visit them as 
often as possible.  

As a military wife she decided to continue her education. 
She enrolled in a collegial program to take courses in 
Information Technology and Office Automation and in 
Administration, acquiring skills that have been of great value 
to TDHO. In the short time she has been with us she has 
significantly improved the structure and functionality of our 
computer files. 

Agathe had been told that she could not have chidlren, but, 
to her great joy, she became pregnant with a boy while she 
was still studying. Mikael-Kim was born prematurely, 
weighing only two pounds. Her mother, Pauline, came to 
stay with them to help care for the baby for about a year. 
The infant was diagnosed with a severe heart problem and 
required constant care; he was unable to drink even two 
ounces of milk. At ten months he underwent successful 
heart surgery and his appetite hugely increased; he began to 
eagerly drink full bottles of milk. 

Today Mikael-Kim is an notably handsome young man of 
twenty-three in excellent physical shape. However, his early 
physical difficulties caused a developmental delay. Because 
of the delay his childhood was difficult, but he has grown to 
be a self-confident, competent young man who works and 
copes well. As chance has it, his best friend is one of 
Manon’s sons.  

Her experience raising a child with Special Needs has given 
Agathe a depth of understanding regarding Special Needs 
children she would not otherwise have. The relationship 
with Mikael-Kim has been enormously rewarding. His 
parents would not have wanted anything different. They 
view their relationship with him as invaluable and an 
enrichment of their lives. Her personal history has well 
prepared Agathe for her present work at TDHO. 

Having finished her studies and raising her son, Agathe 
began to work for a group of Québec notaries, but then 
military life led her to Kingston, Onatrio, where she found 
two jobs, one at the Royal Military College and the other at 
the Francophone Resource Centre for Employment. 

By 2002 her circumstances had changed and she decided 
that she wanted to work in the community domain. She 
wanted to make a difference in people’ lives. She wanted to 
be of help to people. So she accepted a post as Director of 
the Prescott-Russell Branch of United Way which filled this 
need. It was an organization that collected donations to help 
the poorest in the region. This job actually helped her to 
become aware of the needs in a community. She realized 
how rewarding it could be to support people in their needs 
and to help them fulfill their hopes. After several years, she 
chose to leave this job in order to support her current 
husband, Denis, in his business (mortgage financing) for 
awhile. His company invested in an upgrade of high-tech 
automation software effectively eliminated her position and 
freed her to look for more personally rewarding work. 

Since early December, 2012, she has accepted a position 
within the TDH Ontario team. She is currently an Assistant 
Administrator, being trained by Manon. Recognizing 
TDHO’s commitment to children and their welfare has 
motivated her approach to the field of adoption. It is with 
great enthusiasm that Agathe has joined our agency in the 
hope of collaborating with adoptive parents in their efforts 
to realize their dream of having children and forming a 
family.  

TDHO has recently begun an adoption program in Haiti, 
which has a special place in Agathe’s heart. Her father 
retired and choose to work as a private benefactor with 
children in Haiti for ten years until his health gave out. He 
took a strong interest in Haitian children displaced from Port
-au-Prince. He spoke to Agathe of the children in Haiti with 
great tenderness and sensitized Agathe to the needs of 
impoverished, orphaned children. 

We at TDH Canada warmly welcome Agathe to our team. 

We particularly value her skills and look forward to a long 

association with her. 

Agathe Bélanger (agathe@tdh.ca) 
Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

News and Current Events 

mailto:agathe@tdh.ca
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Annual TDH Family Picnic  
Sunday, June 9 

Sandbanks Provincial Park  

This year, 2013, the Annual Sandbanks TDH Day At 
The Beach Picnic will be held at the "Group Camping at 
Outlet River (A)” at Sandanks Ontario Provincial Park 
on Sunday, June 9th. If you have any suggestions for us 
to consider on how we can improve the day, please 
send them to Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca). 
Our kids are getting older and maybe we should be 
considering some organized activities. This is an effort 
to get ahead of the event. At this point there is time to 
think about it. 

The spectacular Sandbanks Provincial Park  is located 
about 3 hours from both Ottawa and Toronto. The 
event gets underway at 10:30 a.m. and lasts through 
the afternoon, although some families who have a 
distance to travel home start packing up mid-
afternoon, so come early!  

Please bring food for your own family (or to contribute 
to our pot luck table), beach toys, chairs, sunscreen, 
hats, swimwear and umbrellas (for shade!) The cost for 
the picnic is $5.00 per family, payable to TDH Ontario, 
plus the day use admission fee at Sandbanks, which is 
payable at the park gate. Day use permits are $10.75 
per vehicle. If you're interested in camping (a number 
of families are staying for the weekend), visit the 
Ontario Parks web site to make a reservation or call 
them at 1-888-668-7275 .  Several families also usually 
stay at nearby Isaiah Tubbs Resort 
(www.isaiahtubbs.com) and West Lake Willows 
(www.westlakewillows.com). You may wish to book 
stays for camping or at local resorts/hotels soon in 
order to avoid disappointment. 
 
Please email Manon if you plan to attend or have any 
questions. 

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca)  

2013 NACAC Conference 

Thinking Differently: New Hope for Our Children 

Toronto, Ontario  August 8-10, 2013 

If you have been touched by adoption, you will benefit 
from attending this conference! The conference has 
sessions designed to inspire, inform, and encourage all 
members of the adoption community, including 
adoptive parents raising children with Special Needs, 
professionals seeking families for older children, 
mental health or other professionals supporting 
adoptive and foster families, international adoptive 
parents, adopted persons, and others with personal or 
professional connections to adoption. 

This educational event covers almost every adoption-
related topic imaginable—with more than 80 sessions 
designed to meet the diverse needs and levels of 
experience of parents, professionals, and adopted 
persons.  

NACAC Adoption Webinars 

NACAC has scheduled webinars taught by experienced 
individuals who are adoption professionals and 
adoptive parents. Each is an acclaimed speaker who 
has received rave reviews at the NACAC conference 
and other speaking venues around the U.S. and 
Canada.  Topics include ‘Understanding The Acting-
Out Behavior Of Your Adopted Children’ and  ’ Helping 
Children Heal from Trauma: What Parents and 
Caregivers Need to Know’.  Learn more and register at: 
http://www.nacac.org/conference/
trainingwebinars.html. 

 

Upcoming Family Functions, Conferences, Events 
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