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As promised, March 26 was a special evening of spectacular food, drinks, 
silent auction, raffle and entertainment, all in support of TDH  and their 
projects.  Special guests included Vietnamese Delegates, TDH staff and the 
TDH Board of Directors.   Specifically: 
 Mr. Nguyen Van Binh - Director of the Department of Adoption 

 Ms. Vu Kim Dzung - Deputy Head of Administrative Division, 
 Department of Adoption 

 Mr. Võ Th{nh Kỳ - Vice–Chairman, People’s Committee of the 
 Province of Ba Ria Vung Tau 

 Mr. Nguyen Thanh Phuong - Chief of the Planning Department, 
 People's Committee of  Ba Ria Vung Tau Province 

 Mrs. Lê Thị Trang Đ{i - Director of the Centre for protection of 
 children of  Vũng T{u 

 Nguyen Cam Loan - TDH Representative in Vietnam 

 Tran Bich Thuy - TDH Representative in Vietnam 

 Mr. Robert Ballard- Master of Ceremonies 

The money raised from the evening will support the Long Hai Social 
Protection Centre in Vung Tau.  This new centre is in its third phase, and is 
sure to provide life changing care under the direction of Mme Le Trang Dai,  
who has proven her dedication and skill as the director of Vung Tau 1 and 2. 
The centre will provide nourishment, education, healthcare and lodging to 
approximately 300 children who are disadvantaged through poverty and/or 
disability. For more about the event, including photos, see page 2 and 3. 
 
For more information visit www.tdhcharitygala.com or email 
christine@tdh.ca. 

 

 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=704504f9141b4ce8917baf1c512f12f3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tdhcharitygala.com
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Stephanie Guillaume and Renny Duquette volunteered to attend to 
the “Tree of Life” which offered people the opportunity to donate 
funds to purchase specific items for the Center.  

This year Marina Cavanaugh, who sings professionally, 
sang the ballad: From God’s Arms to My Arms to Yours. 
This was followed by a duo dance interpretation of 
Francis Cabrel’s  ballad Mademoiselle L’aventure by 
Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Savard-Lamotte, senior 
dance students at College Ste-Anne. Both performances 
were a tribute to the birth mothers who have sacrificed 
so much to give their children a better life.  

The TDH Ontario Charity Gala was the result of the volun-
teer initiative of Christine Morra and the team of volun-
teers she has assembled in Toronto. At the present time all 
the bills have not yet come in, so we do not know the final 
amount the Gala brought in; we do think that the final tally 
will show a amount larger than last year, probably around 
$27,000. The success of this 2011 gala is due again to the 
hard work of volunteers, Christine Morra and her team, as 
well as to those who participated in the Gala. 

At the present time, when TDH is acknowledging that the 
changes in Vietnam adoption law and practice has finally 
resulted in the regrettable need to request supplementary 
financial support from prospective adoptive parents, it is 
important to understand that the funds from the gala are 
not intended for administration. These funds are intended 
to be directed towards projects on behalf of children in 
Vietnam. The actual recipients change from time to time. 
This year the recipient will be the new Long Hai Social Pro-
tection Centre under the direction of Trang Dai. The center 
is in its last phase of construction and its furnishings will 
have to be completed soon.  

The TDH Ontario gala has a family feel to it, and judging 
from the level of conversational buzz, people knew each 
other and were talking to each other all evening. Thus far 
the Gala, which seems to be getting better each year (this 
year was sold out) has been something of a family affair; its 
character and style is very different from the also highly 
successful Montreal Gala under the direction of Annie 
Cormier.  

Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Savard-Lamothe 
present a meaningful tribute to birth mothers 
through interpretive dance. 

Enthralled children enjoy the musical performance by Marina 
Cavanaugh . 

Ontario Gala : a success 
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The two children, dressed in traditional Vietnamese cos-

tumes, were in attendance at the gala and part of the 

group of children who so impressed Mr. Binh, the Direc-

tor of the Department of Adoption who was here on his 

official visit to Canada at the invitation of TDH, supported 

by funding from several other accredited agencies. 

Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh expressing their apprecia-
tion. 

Thuy, our representative in Hanoi (in white) translated for  
Trang Dai (in black) as she expressed her appreciation for those 
who attended the gala and the support given to her Centre. 

The dynamic MC, Bert Ballard, one of the Vietnam 
“airlift children” and now himself an adoptive father of 
a child from Vietnam invited Thuy, our representative in 
Hanoi and Trang Dai to say a few words. They expressed 
words of appreciation for those who attended the gala 
and the support given to Long Hai Centre. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Brendan and Dorinda also expressed their sincere ap-
preciation to everyone in attendance and, in particular, 
the volunteers who work throughout the year to further  
the mission of TDH. 

The children in attendance, some dressed in traditional 
Vietnamese costumes greatly impressed Mr. Binh, the 
Director of the Department of Adoption.   Trang Dai, in 
particular, was pleased to see some of the children from 
her Centre.  From all perspectives the evening was a 
huge success, enjoyed by all, and certainly a night to 
look forward to each year! 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)  
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Vietnamese Delegation: visit to Canada  

The delegates (l to r:  Mrs. Dzung, Mr. Ky, Mr. Binh, and Thuy at the far right.) 

were happy to meet the families, represented here by Olivier and Stephanie 

Guillaume, with their daughters Ave (Nguyen My Chau) and Alexa (Nguyen 

Diem Chau). 

Paula Ethier, Loan, Michele McConney, Lily (Le 

My Yen)  are happy to see each other again. 

Periodically TDH is asked to sponsor a visit of Vietnam-
ese officials whose work is involved with International 
Adoption. The visits are designed to introduce the Viet-
namese officials to their counterparts in Canada, to 
promote mutual goodwill, and to provide the opportu-
nity for informal but official communications and clarifi-
cations. So the itinerary is somewhat determined by 
who comes to visit. 

Mr. Nguyen Van Binh is the Director of the Department 
of Adoption for the Ministry of Justice. He has been in 
this position for two years.  Ms. Vu Kim Dung, the Dep-
uty Head of the Administrative Division of his depart-
ment is also new to this position. So this visit was in-
tended to officially introduce them to the Hague-
designated Central Authority for International Adop-
tion in Ottawa, and the delegated representatives of 
the Central Authority in Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and 
British Columbia because those provinces all have en-
tentes with Vietnam. In addition Mr. Binh was expected 
to pay a courtesy call on the Ambassador of Vietnam to 
Canada. 

Mr. Ky is one of three Vice-presidents of the People’s 
Committee of the province of Ba Ria Vung Tau. His pri-
mary responsibility is Adoption. And Mr. Phuong is his 
Chief of Planning. They were accompanied by Mrs. Le 
Trang Dai, who is the Director of two orphanages as 
well as the Long Hai Center for Child Protection in that 
same province. And Thuy and Loan are our representa-
tives in Hanoi (north) and Ho Chi Minh (south) respec-
tively. They make occasional visits to Canada for pro-
vincial consultations, and to meet with the agencies 
doing adoptions in their province. 

This particular visit was able to be scheduled to include 
participation in the Toronto Gala. Before the Gala be-
gan, Director Dorinda Cavanaugh hosted a public Infor-
mation Session, at which the delegates were intro-
duced to the audience of adoptive parents, many of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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whom were accompanied by their children. The day after the Gala the delegates were invited to an informal 
session organized by Christine Morra for children and their parents at a Toronto venue, The Play Cube. It was 
TDH’s pleasure to be able to show these official Vietnamese delegates the group of healthy and thriving chil-
dren whom they have approved for adoption into Canadian families. Many of the families availed themselves 
of the opportunity to meet the delegates in person to express their appreciative feelings to these Vietnamese 
officials regarding their children. 

TDH took the initiative to accept to invite this particular delegation and to arrange that they visit the appro-
priate provinces and meet with the other agencies doing adoptions from Vietnam in a spirit of support for the 
Canada-Vietnam international adoption activity. Recognizing the importance of Canada maintaining cordial 
relations with these officials, TDH accepted to fund the trip. We have received some support from Children’s 
Bridge and Sunrise, two of the other accredited agencies, and the province of Quebec helped by hosting a 
day of meetings and a formal lunch and supper. 

Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh, the Secretary General and Director of TDH organized the trip and con-

ducted the delegation around the country. When the very tight schedule allowed it, efforts were made to 

show the delegates the sights of the major Canadian cities and other tourist attractions. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)  

(Continued from page 4) 

(back, l to r) Thuy, Loan, Mr. Phoung, Dorinda, Trang Dai (front l to r) Mrs. Dzung and Mr. 

Binh in front of the assembled adoptive parents at the Information Session. 
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Vietnamese Delegation: meeting the children 

An enthusiastic group of 70 parents and children met with members of the 

Vietnamese delegation and TDH representatives at The Play Cube on Hwy 27 in 

Woodbridge on Sunday March 27 from 10am to noon.   A lovely brunch was 

provided by TDH volunteers and parents.  All of the kids had a wonderful time and 

made full use of the equipment and toys provided!    The parents were thrilled to 

have this opportunity to chat in an informal setting.  For many of us, it is a chance to 

connect and reunite with people who have become very important in our lives and 

the lives of our children.     

The delegates seemed genuinely pleased to meet with the parents and children, 

handing out hair clips, magnets and pencils while they mingled among us.  It was a 

pleasant surprise to discover some of the delegates spoke English well.  At the 

conclusion of the gathering Thuy translated a warm message from the Director of the 

Department of Adoption, Mr. Nguyen Van Binh,  who thanked us for welcoming these 

children and treating them so well.  We were all excited and relieved by his statement 

that adoptions from Vietnam to Canada 

will continue. 

Looking around the room filled with 
loving and happy families, it occurred to 
me that Dorinda and the TDH staff have 
completed so many of our families.   I 
hope they know how much we appreciate 
all of them! 

Tracy Melcalfe (tmetcalfe@trentu.ca)  
Sharon Kashino (sharon@tdh.ca) 

Thank you to all the families who provided photos! 
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Questions and Answers: Vietnam program update 

The following summary reflects the 
content of the session held with parents 
prior to the Gala on Saturday March 26th, 
4:30pm. 

Dorinda and the Board Chair, Bruce   
Chick, began the evening with a brief 
discussion of the $1000/year fee memo 
that was sent to waiting parents earlier 
this week.    

Business is challenging and the business 
side of Adoption is even more so as those 
working on behalf of the waiting children 
and waiting parents manage constant 
variables.    The trends in international 
adoption show that 3 years ago 
completing an adoption within a calendar 
year was not unheard of.  Today the wait 
is much longer and the fee schedule did 
not take that increased timeline into 
account.  

Dorinda went on to explain the following: 

The decrees and circulars tell all levels of 
the government and the agencies how the 
new laws will be implemented (essentially 
what the rules are). 

The decrees and circulars were signed this 
week by the Vietnamese National 

Assembly (March 21st). 

As of today, the 26th of March, there is no 
official translation available though a 
rough translation can be found on the 
Vietnamese Government site. 

April will be taken up with the training 
process, first for all levels of the 
government and then on April 21st a 
training session for agencies. 

Files submitted to the Department of 
Adoption (DOA) for the Sept 30th deadline 
will have to be resubmitted. 

The official word is that once adoptions 
resume parents’ files can be sent to any 
province. 

TDH will follow the established wait list 
but it is still unknown how many files will 
be submitted to the DOA or how many 
adoptions will be processed in a year.  
There is no reason to assume that the 
number would change from the TDHO 
average of about 35 per year.   

Agency reaccreditation is required but is 
not a “big deal” for TDHO. 

Things we know for sure (Special Needs): 

The Special Needs category of 

adoption can start right away using the 
released list of acceptable Special 
Needs including (but not limited to) 
missing toes, fingers, hernias, and 
heart conditions.  Any medical 
conditions that impact the life of a 
child.  Healthy child over the age of 5.  
The description is quite broad. 

Department of Adoption is ready to 
accept immediately the files of those 
willing to accept a SN child. 

A list is released by the DOA. 

A match is made between the DOA 
and the agency. 

The agency is able to do a 
complimentary medical. 

The DofA sends a letter to the province 
that the child needs to be placed 
immediately. 

In effect the process is quite speedy 
with several steps eliminated 
compared to the old process. 

There will still be a generous amount 
of time for the families to have the 
proposal reviewed. 

 
(Non Special Needs) 

There is a new application form. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Vietnam   There have been two children proposed between 

January 1 and March 31 : 2 special needs boys from Vung Tau and 
Go Vap orphanages. Five families left for Vietnam to receive their 
children, 4 from Vung Tau 1 and 1 from Hoa Binh. 
*includes families in other provinces except Quebec  

Ukraine   Five Ontario families currently have prepared their 

dossiers to deposit at the Department of Adoption in Ukraine.  
One family from Ontario is scheduled to leave for the Ukraine in 
April.  This will be the first adoption for the Ontario TDH office. 

Honduras  2 families completed their adoptions this 

quarter and returned to Canada with their daughters. One family 
from Quebec and the other from Ottawa.   At the end of March 
there will be another committee meeting and 3 of our TDH 
dossiers will receive their proposal. 2 families from Quebec and 
the other family from BC. 

Russia  The Ontario Ministry has granted an extension to our 

license to include Russia.  Application for accreditation in Russia 
is now in process, and we are estimating that we will be able to 
start our Russia program within the year. Children available will 
be 18 months and up.  Five files from Quebec families are 
deposited, or are in preparation to be deposited. 

Ecuador   Unfortunately CNNA-Ecuador decided to give the 

licenses to the following countries: Belgium, Sweden, Spain (2), 
Italy (2), US (3).  TDH remains on the waiting list in case one of 
these accredited agencies discontinues work in Ecuador. 

The main reason TDH Ontario did not get the accreditation in 
Ecuador is because CNNA prioritizes countries/provinces that 
complete adoptions for older children and non infant special 
needs children.  
 

For more information on any program please contact: 
Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

Adoption Program Updates: 1st Quarter - 2011 
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All documents must be less than a year 
old when submitted to the DOA. 

A homestudy update can be a one 
page statement that all things remain 
the same. 

DofA is to decide the number of 
adoptions to each country/agency 
based on previous 2 years 
performance. 

 

How the Non Special Needs process will 
look: 

Legal 180 day process takes place and 
is completed (essentially 2 month 
search for a local family, 2 month 
search for a family provincially, 2 
month search for a family federally) 

Provinces send a list of available 
children to the DofA, for example 5 
children might be available in Vung 
Tau. 

DOA says 8 parent dossiers from 
agency X can be submitted to Vung Tau 
for consideration. 

The Provincial Justice Department does 
the matching. 

5 parent files are matched.  3 parent 
files are not matched.  The 3 remaining 
files stay in the province for 3 additional 
rounds of available children (1 round of 
child listings per month, so unmatched 
parent dossiers remain in the province 
for 3 additional months). 

Parent dossiers still unmatched after 3 
months are returned to the DofA and 
then sent to a new province when 
another list comes out. 

It is anticipated that there will be about 
a 9 month process from the child 
entering the system to parents 
traveling.  After the child proposal the 
process is much more streamlined.  
Where there used to be the first letter, 
second letter and parent dossier steps 
now there is only one letter from the 
DofA to the province. 

It is not clear if there will be an 
additional month added on to the 180 
days for abandoned children and a birth 
parent search or whether that search 
will happen concurrently with the local 
search. 

 
Q and A session with Mr. Binh (Director of 
the Department of Adoption), Ms. Dzung 
(Deputy Head of the Administrative 
Division, Department of Adoption), Loan 
and Thuy (TDHO representatives in 
Vietnam). 

How will the matching process work? 
Matching will be done 1 time per month.  
Mr Binh confirmed the process outlined by 
Dorinda with respect to files being sent to 
provinces for matching and unmatched 
dossiers remaining for 3 additional 
months of matching. 

Do you know what criteria the provinces 
will use for matching?  The legally 
acceptable dossier of the child is created . 
The parents’ files, sent from the DOA, are 
legal and complete. The match will be 
based on the adoptive parents’ request as 
well as on the needs of the child. The 
province will choose the best match. 

Is parental age a factor? There is no age 
limit in the law but when the province 
does the matching they will pay attention.  
Adoptive parents who are “older” (at the 
time defined as 45-50, later in the evening 
defined as 50-60) would be best to extend 
their age to 2 or 3 years plus. 

Children who are healthy and 5 or older as 
well as those who are special needs can be 
adopted as a “named” child.  The process 
is much faster.  There is no 180 day 
search. 

Dorinda clarified…But ultimately it is the 
province and not the Department of 
Adoption that makes the match?  The law 
does not specify age? 

Yes. 

Are there a lot of children 3 years and 
older available for adoption? 

Yes 

Will there be a preference of married 
couples over singles? Yes, for example a 
couple would be matched first, then a 
single female, then a single male. 

Will you ever match a single?  Yes, but 
there will be more matching for single 
women than men 

If you have previously adopted from Tra 
Vinh does that factor into the matching 

process? No.  Priority would only be given 
if a biological sibling was being adopted.  
The process is streamlined for a sibling. 

Who selects the agency adoptive parent 
files that go to a province?  The DOA will 
decide the dossiers along with the agency.  
The agency submits a list of priorities.  It 
will also be based on the date the dossiers 
are submitted to the DOA. 

Can you speak to the 1 year rule? 
Documents need to be less than 1 year old 
at the time they are deposited at the 
DOA.  Papers will expire and parents will 
be asked to update. 

When would the new system start?   The 
law took effect Jan 2011.  The decrees and 
circulars were signed March 21st.  The 
process will begin in May.  In provinces 
that began processing children according 
to the new laws (so started the 180 days of 
searches) could be listing their children in 
May.  Other provinces that waited for the 
decrees will begin listing their children 
later. 

Is there going to be a limit on the 
number of Dossiers that can be 
deposited by the agency?  Yes, to stop 
the papers from expiring.  Agencies will be 
told a number of dossiers they can 
deposit. 

What percentage of domestic versus 
international adoptions do you expect in 
the foreseeable future?  The statistics 
over the last 3 years show about 3000 to 
3500 domestic adoptions to about 1000 
international.  In VN many children who 
are orphaned are taken in by family and 
never registered. 

The session ended with the invitation for 
individuals to approach TDH staff or the 
delegates with questions one-on-one. 

Bev(lazy2thebonesATyahooDOTcom) 
 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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TDH has been doing adoptions in Honduras since 1974, 
when the program was initiated by Dorinda and two 
other Quebec women after Hurricane Fifi devastated 
much of the north coast of the country. We were in fact 
the first country to do international adoptions in 
Honduras, and at one point it was one of our largest 
programs, with more than 50 children a year being 
proposed. During this time, we also established many 
programs of humanitarian assistance, including schools, 
malnutrition centers, dental clinics, safe water projects, 
sewing and gardening coops, etc. Our school continues to 
the present, and we support it financially to the best of 
our ability. 

Over the years the number of adoptions dropped, as 
economic issues in the country prevented children from 
being declared abandoned by the courts and thus eligible 
for adoption. Agencies from Spain were active, and in the 
early years of 2000, there were some 200 dossiers on the 
waiting list which IHNFA (Instituto Hondureño de la 
Niñez y la Familia) maintained. At about 35 children 
placed internationally each year, this meant a 5- to 6-year 
waiting period. 

Recently, however, with the technical help of a US 
organization, there has been a renewal within IHNFA, 
and a greater concern to move the children out of the 
orphanages at an age when they would still be 
considered adoptable. There is still work to be done to 
move things within the courts and at other steps of the 
process, but there is certainly reason for optimism. 
Moreover, whereas previously children could come only 
from public (government-run) orphanages, now it is 
possible for children from private orphanages to be 
adopted. Finally, for some very particular administrative 
reasons, many of the Spanish dossiers had to be 
withdrawn, and the number of dossiers “in line” at IHNFA 
is only 24. At the same time, some US agencies have 
been accredited, and there is beginning to be interest 
from these agencies in Honduras. 

In a recent conversation with our lawyer in Honduras, 
Marta Montoya, who maintains close contact with 
IHNFA, she told us that her estimate now for the 
placement of a child between 2 and 4 years old is 
approximately two years. While there can be no 
guarantee of this, and it remains an estimate, it does 

Honduras Program : An Option to Consider 

receive some support in terms of the experience of the 
waiting period of our recent families, which has been less 
than two years. Priority is of course given to those who are 
willing to accept older children (up to 5 years), sibling groups, 
or children with special needs, as well as to married couples 
younger than 35. Single women are nonetheless accepted, as 
are couples older than 35 (however couples over 40 must be 
prepared to accept a child who is 4 years and older). 

In summary, we are recommending an increase in the 
number of adoption files deposited in Honduras based on an 
interpretation of three changing factors: 1. the reported new 
level of processing activity due to some technical assistance. 
We take this as a sign of new life in the Honduran system. 2. 
The unexpected reduction of the current waiting list to 24 
from a reported 100-200, due to changes in the situation 
between Honduras and Spain. 3. The report of our in-country 
lawyer who asserts that this is the time to increase our 
deposit of files, due to these changed circumstances. 

By this time anyone involved in this work understands 
that International Adoption is  fluid and unstable 
everywhere. There can be no promises. And even though 
there are disappointments, there are also successes. But 
there can be educated estimations and decisions based on 
reasonable expectations. Having kept a very close watch on 
the developments in Honduras, we are expressing our current 
interpretations, the elements our interpretations are based 
on, and our positive prognostication for the immediate future 
of international adoption in Honduras. 

At the end of this month, TDH will host a delegation 
consisting of two members of IHNFA (including the Director) 
and our lawyer. Among the events are an afternoon at the 
Cabane à Sucre Chalet des Erables in Ste-Anne-des Plaines. 
Please contact Emi (emi@tdh.ca) if you would like to 
welcome this delegation with us, or to have more 
information on this program. 

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 

N.B. For those who are interested, several relevant U.S. and 
some Canadian blogs are publically available for viewing.   

 

 

 

mailto:emi@tdh.ca
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TDH Canada is undertaking a vacation program for 
children living in orphanages in Ukraine. We are still 
looking for families willing to host these children during 
the first 3 weeks of August 2011. 

Thousands of kids in Ukrainian orphanages face a bleak 
future. These children long for a family experience, even 
a temporary one. Despite good care in the orphanage, 
few are prepared to start a life when they leave the 
orphanage at age 18, as they are provided with neither a 
higher education nor vocational training which will serve 
them in finding gainful employment when they are on 
their own. As a result, many innocent children leaving 
Eastern European orphanages are co- opted into drug 
dealing, the sex trade, or organized crime. 

TDH, at the request of the Ukrainian government, is 
initiating this year a summer vacation program for 
children from 7 to 13 living in Ukrainian orphanages. We 
would like to offer these children an enriching cultural 
and educational experience in another country, and so we 
are looking for families who will collaborate with us in this 
innovative program. 

This type of program is not unknown in Eastern European 
countries. In fact, some children have spent summer 
vacations in several countries over past years - and their 
lives are enriched for it. They are pre-selected by the 
orphanage directors as children who have the qualities 
that would allow them to benefit from exposure to 
another culture,  

including openness, a desire to relate to others, and 
physical and emotional health. 

Hosting families are asked to pay for the cost of the 
program and of bringing the child here (about $3,800 - a 
tax-deductible donation), and to provide the child with a 
quality experience: spending time with the child, 
introducing the child to cultural and recreational activities 
and events, or doing family activities. 

Those who are interested may apply to be a host family. 
For the security and protection of the children, you will be 
asked to provide a Homestudy or a basic evaluation done 
by a social worker, a vulnerable sector (police) clearance, 
and 3 letters of reference. More detailed information will 
be provided to you when you send your application.  

Get involved...Ukraine Summer Vacation Program 

The happiness you may bring to a child who has little in 
his or her life cannot be measured in time or money or 
effort. We urge you to consider this program, which 
allows you to make a significant difference for one child. 

If you or any other family you know are interested and 
would like to fill in the preliminary application form, 
please contact the person responsible for the program 
Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca / (613) 482-6306).  
Tentative arrival day for the summer hosting program is 
July 30th 2011. 

The deadline for applications for this program is May 1 
(we must have your application form and preliminary 
application fee). Contract must be signed by May 15. 
Following this, we must have all documentation in hand 
(evaluation, vulnerable sector clearance, and letters of 
reference) by June 1. 

Manon  Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 
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TDH Canada has established humanitarian aid programs 
in a number of countries to improve children’s quality of 
life.  For example, we have set up nutrition clinics, 
daycares, primary schools and community centres, and 
developed sponsorship programs, youth education and 
baby centres, as well as humanitarian aid programs 
following natural disasters. 

But Ukraine has often been overlooked.  NO MORE. 

With the help of Ukrainian children who are still waiting 
to be adopted, we have created a series of greeting cards.  
Indeed, the children have been very busy in recent 
months.  We organized a drawing contest in five 
Ukrainian orphanages; the children made the drawings 
that we have used on the cards.  The proceeds from the 
sale of the cards will go directly to orphans in that country 
to help pay for medicine, toys, and especially creative 
supplies.  These beautiful cards will be sold in packs of 
five for $20, including delivery (in Canada) and a tax 
receipt for the purchase amount. 

To make your purchase, please send a cheque to: 

TDH Ontario Inc. – greeting cards 
36 Home Ave., P.O. Box 963 
Vankleek Hill, Ontario 
K0B 1R0 

 

LET’S HELP THE CHILDREN OF UKRAINE! 
For more information on these cards or to offer your 
assistance in selling them please contact: 
 

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 
Translated by Karen Mayer 

 

Let’s Not Forget the Children of Ukraine 

 Enclosed is my VOID cheque as well as my name, mailing address and email address.  
Please deduct, from my bank account, the monthly amount of:  

           $25/month              $50/month                I prefer to give $________/month 

You may alter the amount of your gift or end your contributions at any time by contacting our 
office. You will receive a tax receipt for your total donations the following spring. 

Alternatively, you may phone Jose Garcia at (514) 937-3325 to make donation arrangements.  

Mail 

your form and void cheque to: 

 

TDH Canada Inc.  

36 Home Ave., P.O. Box 963 

Vankleek Hill,  Ontario  K0B 1R0                                                                                                                                         

Fax: (613) 216-2565 

Telephone: (613) 482-6306 

Help Every Day in Every Way and receive a free set of cards! 

mailto:alexandre@tdh.ca
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 University Scholarship Program: Vietnam 

TUAN 

In the last issue we learned about Kien, a young man studying … 
with the aid of sponsorship through TDH.  But people are different 
and their needs are different.  In this issue we learn about Tuan 
Hoa, a very different kind of student. For starters: Tuan has been 
blind from birth.  He has also been blessed with an intense desire 
to learn.  

Thuy visited Tuan’s family of four in their very small but very wel-
coming home. They live in a sparsely furnished four rooms; there is 
a 20 year old TV, a radio and lots of books – in Braille. There is also 
a guitar and a flute, both of which Tuan plays. 

Tuan’s mother can see. She works at rice culture and recycling. His 
blind father takes the bus everyday into Hanoi to solicit massage 
customers on the street. His sister, Quyeh, also blind, attends ele-
mentary school. 

Tuan is in high school. Thuy visited his teachers. They expressed 
their appreciation for the fact that someone was sponsoring Tuan 
through TDH. They think very highly of him. They asked Thuy to 
express their thanks to the sponsor. 

Thuy interviewed Tuan and learned of his eagerness for books in 
Braille. But he hopes to one day have a computer designed for use 
by a blind person because, Thuy learned, Braille does not last very 
long. Tuan is a boy eager to learn, to explore, to reach beyond his 
blindness, to be part of the active world. 

There was an article on Tuan in one of the Vietnamese newspa-
pers.  Thuy has translated it in part: 

Madame Hoa told me the story of the study of her son in tears: 
Tuan has been blind from birth, and when he was 5, when hearing 
his friends of his age going to the daycare, he insisted to go. I took 
him to the daycare for about 2 weeks, but after that I was too busy 
with the rice farm and the buying and reselling the recycled items, 
so I had to leave him at home. 

One day, when I was back from the rice farm, I did not see him at 
home, so I went to look for him everywhere, and I finally found him 
next to the window of the daycare's class (which is 1km from my 
home)  listening to the stories. I could not stop crying. From that 
day on, I kept aside the story and tales books I found among the 
recycled items to read to my children. And Tuan and his younger 

In his article "Braille in my life" I  (Thuy) read this poem :  

"I give you the color green of hope 

Hoping for a brighter day in life 

I give you the country's flag 

The sacred red color is soaked in the blood of many people 

I give you the white color of the kite 

To fly to the air so many dreams... 

I hope there will be a white kite that will take the dreams of the little 
Tuan far, far way... 

sister everyday learned by themselves to write characters on the 
ground using pieces of bricks. When he was 9, the blind associa-
tion of the district opened a braille class. Tuan got an invitation to 
go, and it made him happy. 

Every early morning, his mother took him on her bicycle to the 
district school (about 15 km away from home) for him to study and 
for her to go and buy recycled items and resell them after. Tuan is 
very studious. After school, at home he learns to write, to read and 
to do math exercises. Because they are too poor, they do not have 
money to buy copy books, and so he asks his friends in his village 
to give him the writing sheets left in their used books to write 
Braille.  Early in the year 2000, he finished the 1st class at the dis-
trict, and then he went to the provincial blind association to con-
tinue the 2nd class. Now he goes to secondary school, studying 
together with the other seeing children. 

Madame Vu Thi Thong, teacher and vice - director of the school 
said: Tuan is very intelligent, he understands the lessons very well 
and quickly, and is very good when doing exercises. During the last 
7 years, he always gets the title of most excellent student of the 
school. Besides that he can play guitar and flute... 

He is the only blind student of the school. We usually take time to 
teach to him. At the exams, the teachers read the questions, Tuan 
copies them into Braille. After finishing the exams, he reads the 
results and the teachers give his mark to him immediately. 

Tuan showed me the Award certificate of the contest "Braille in 
my life" and told me about his article: He wrote "my life would be 
deep in the dark if I did not learn Braille. Each time I heard the 
school drum and I heard my friends calling each other to go to 
school, I felt a thousand needles piercing my heart..."  His article of 
about 2000 words talking about his aspirations, and determination 
to study, earned 1st prize in Vietnam and 2nd prize in South East 
Asia. 

Tuan said: “When I received the reward of 500 USD, I could not 
believe that I had that big an amount of money. I think of our 
shabby and leaking house, the walls which need to be repaired 
when the rainy season is very close, I think of the tumor on my 
mother's shoulder which needs surgery." 

Beside that prize, Tuan has earned many other prizes in contests 
such as: "60 years of the Republic Socialist of Vietnam”, organized 
by the Communist Party of Vietnam online (in 8/2005), or "Our 
Association of young pupils"... 

His dream is to become a teacher to teach Braille to blind children 
like himself. He is planning to go to the vocational training School 
Sao Mai in HCMC to learn computer technology and to take care 
of his father. 

One of TDH’s adoptive parents sponsors Tuan. 

For more information please contact: Christine Morra 
(christine@tdh.ca) 
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January 21, 2011 marked the first anniversary of our arrival in 
Canada with our two wonderful boys from Ukraine!  Time goes by 
way too fast!!  2010 was a super year!  Anthony and Alexandre are 
now real “Québécois”. 

Anthony is in second grade.  He has worked so hard to catch up 
and in only one year, he has learned so many things!  Our son, who 
did not like school in the Ukraine, has flourished under the 
guidance of the wonderful teachers here who made it their 
mission to have him love school.  He is well liked by the other 
students, swims like a fish, rides a bike, does karate and speed 
skating.  Next year he wants to play hockey.  Anthony is very 
affectionate.  We are so proud of him.  We never imagined he 
would achieve so much so quickly. 

Alexandre began kindergarten in September.  He is no different 
than the other kids in his class.  We are often told that he speaks 
French very clearly.  It is surprising since last year he spoke only 
Russian!   He accumulated so many words without actually 
speaking that the day he began to speak French we were 
surprised!    He has made many new friends and just bursts with 
happiness.  Everyone finds Alexandre so cute,  which is not always 
a good thing as he knows it... and takes advantage of it.  He is 
simply adorable.  He also takes speed skating classes and plays 
hockey for a local team “Les Éclaireurs”. 

The boys play a lot together.  The conversations we are able to 
have now are wonderful.  Our family life is settled and in one year 
we have all made incredible progress.  We can now confirm that 
choosing older children was good. Having adopted two children 
was also positive in our view.  Together, even on the first night 
they were sleeping in their room and they slept very well, both of 
them, without fear, without any nightmares.   

We have two healthy, beautiful boys (knock on wood, they have 
not been sick yet).  We are a fulfilled family!  Every day, our kids 
say that they love us and that they are happy to live in 
Canada.  That is the best present of all! 

In conclusion, we were lucky because adoption in Ukraine is 
increasingly difficult for families who wish to adopt younger 
children. By comparison, many older children and sibling groups 
are currently waiting for a  family to love. Good luck to the 
prospective adoptive parents, life is so beautiful with children! 

Sylvie and Yannick (yanickdubois@sympatico.ca) 
http://avie-adoptionukraine.blogspot.com/ 

Translated by Sandra Bellemare  
Adapted by Sharon Kashino 

Family Features:  It’s been a Year! 

Dec 2009: Meeting our boys 

March 2010: First snowman 

Our happy family. 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=925ec00060a74ca4b22c5afffa538e04&URL=http%3a%2f%2favie-adoptionukraine.blogspot.com%2f
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When we adopted our son 11 years ago at the age of 10 
months, we met his birth family.  We were actually 
together for about 1.5 hours with no translator.  I loved 
this time with Quang’s birth mother.  When the translator 
arrived, we were able to exchange information.  It was 
very hard for them to say goodbye to their son (I don’t 
want to share their personal reasons for giving him up).  I 
felt that the birth mother and I had made a connection; 
she seemed very sweet and my heart broke for her.  I 
thought about her often, and knew how much she would 
like to see her son again. 

Since then we have been able to maintain contact with 
the birth family with the help of a family friend who is 
able to translate letters for us.    Over the years our son 
has experienced a growing curiosity about his birth 
country and family.  When he was five, our son “Ben” 
announced that he wanted to go back to his birth name.  I 
didn’t know how long this would last, but he is still 
“Quang”.  We recently travelled to Vietnam.  One of our 
goals was to visit our son’s birth family.  This reunion 
ended up being the absolute highlight of our trip. 

I know that some of you will contemplate this journey, 
and it is scary.  We were fortunate to have had a very 
positive experience.  I was so afraid that it wouldn’t go 
well and my son would be disappointed.  He was 
determined that we should make the visit, but wasn’t 
sleeping well and was on edge for about a week before.  
We were very lucky to have Thuy (TDH rep) as our driver/
guide/translator.  We knew Thuy from the adoption of 
our daughter Quyen, age 5 in 2007. We were so happy 
when Thuy said that she could go with us. She brought 
experience, empathy and humour to the situation, 
putting everyone at ease. 

The birth family lives in a village about 6 hour away from 
Hanoi on some pretty terrible roads, but with the most 
amazing scenery.  We left around 8 am, arrived in That Ke 
at 2 pm and rented hotel rooms.  Then we traveled to the 
village of Ban Bao.  It’s not really much of a village, but 
rather a collective group of 12 or so farming families that 
share fields according to family size.  We parked on the 
side of the road where we were told to wait for someone 
to come and guide us in.  It took about 20 minutes.  A 
small motorbike appeared with Quang’s birth mother 
(Bac) on the back.  She hopped off and ran to us, 
touching each of us in turn until she got to the van where 

Family Features:  The Reunion 

Quyen and Quang were still playing video games 
(arrgh).  She raced into the van, Quang hopped over the 
seat and they embraced.  She couldn’t stop 
sobbing.  Normally Quang might have reacted negatively 
to such a display of emotion, but he hugged her right 
back and she held him all the way to the village.   It was a 
treacherous trip along a road that doesn’t usually see cars 
– steep cliffs along a muddy path.  Not fun for Thuy who 
was driving. 

We had to get out and walk the last few hundred 
metres.  The birth family lived in the last house on the 
side of a hill in a beautiful valley surrounded by 
mountains.  It was the first time since we arrived in 
Vietnam that it was completely silent except for song 
birds, roosters, and water buffalo lowing.  All along the 
path, the villagers were standing, smiling and greeting 
us.  Quang’s birth mom was so proud as we walked and 
she showed him off. 

We got to the house and were met by the birth father and 
one of Quang’s brothers, as well as another 6 or 8 
relatives.  Thuy was very comfortable with all of them - 
embracing them, reassuring Bac, and in general, keeping 
up all ends of the conversation while also translating.  We 
visited, drank tea and traded stories for about an hour 
and then I let the kids go exploring.  The family asked if 
we would stay for dinner and then put out lots of yummy 
food.  We left at 6:30 and promised to come back the 
next day. 

                     

(Continued on page 15) 

                             Quang and birth mom.            
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Day 2.  There were a lot more people this time!  They had 
obviously taken it easy on us the day before.  Now every 
relative and all of the families in the village slowly filled 
up the 2 rooms in the house – standing room 
only.  Another lovely meal was put out and the men 
started drinking the vile rice wine.  (It’s kind of a 
challenge between the men; they make toasts and the 
other man must down the glass.  Everyone was toasting 
Chris.... he was hurting the next day. ) 

I went out with one of the uncles and about 6 kids to 
explore behind the house.  The view from the top of the 
hill was stunning – perfect little fields, all meticulously 
weeded, and some farmers working with their water 
buffalo.  There was only forest behind their 
home.  Except for the occasional banana tree, it could 
have been Buckhorn! 

Apparently all of the pictures that I send to the birth 
family are  saved in an album – Thuy translated from 
Quang’s brother that it is referred to as the ‘safe’.  Photos 
of special occasions, ie birthdays and a wedding, are 
laminated and on the wall. 

They are shy, gentle, hardworking people.  It is obvious 
that giving Quang up was a great sadness for 
them.  There were lots of tears all around as they thanked 
us repeatedly, and we of course, believe that they made 
the greater sacrifice.  The birth mom told me that the 
greatest gift she had ever been given in her life was for us 
to have brought Quang back to them for this visit.  There 
was also a great deal of laughter! We felt so welcomed 
into their home.   

We were worried about how our son would respond.  I 
knew that we had to be focused on him.  I told him that 
he might not feel close to them, and that would be ok.  I 
told him that perhaps he would feel very close to them, 
and that was ok too.   Since we didn’t share the same 
language with them, I told him that he needed to 
communicate with smiles and eye contact.  We did lots of 
role playing in advance (much eye-rolling on his part).  I 
really didn’t know what to expect, but I really hoped that 
their feelings wouldn’t be hurt by a negative response 
from our son.  I am a little hesitant to even admit that in 
this story, but I remembered that very sweet mom who 
had to give him up.  If you have seen “Daughter from 

(Continued from page 14) 

Danang”, you will understand my trepidation. 

From the first moment he saw his birth mom, our son was 
great!  He had about 5 hours of hugs, kisses, and pictures 
taken of him over the next two days and he soaked it all 
up.   He was actually quite pleased to be the centre of 
attention.  He also thoroughly enjoyed being able to just 
run and explore.   

Quyen was overwhelmed with sadness at one point and 
started crying and couldn’t be consoled.  She was wishing 
that she knew who her birth mother was.   Quang’s birth 
mom was crying too and hugged her, telling her that she 
would be her Vietnamese mom.  After that, and into the 
next day, the whole family just kept calling her “con gai”, 
which means “my daughter”.  They were lovely with her. 

We even met the midwife who helped deliver 
Quang.  She told us about his birth and how he had the 
cord wrapped around his neck.  It was so special to be 
there in the house where Quang was born, with the 
women who made it all possible.  

Quang just felt wonderful.  It was obviously a relief to get 
to know his family and it answered so many questions for 
him.  On the way home I heard him tell Quyen “I really 
like both my moms”. 

Tracy Melcalfe (tmetcalfe@trentu.ca)  

Back: Thuy, birth brother, Tracy, Chris 
Front: Quyen, Quang, birth Mom and birth Dad 
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TET Celebrations: Here and in Vietnam 

On a cold Saturday 
January evening, about 
ten families met at “Chez 
Bien”, a small Vietnamese 
restaurant  in Gatineau 
(Québec), to celebrate in 
their own way Tết Nguyên 
Đán, the Vietnamese 
Lunar New Year, the year 
of the cat. 

Waiting families, families with children adopted from 
Vietnam and some friends who shared their adoption 
journeys connected together and shared their experiences 
over a nice dinner.  The kids played and kept the evening 
warm and active!  The restaurant was certainly challenged 
by this group but the warmth and happiness of being 
together filled the hearts.  Lucky money in red envelopes 
was exchanged, toys were shared and some faces were 
painted with hearts, stars, flowers. 
 

Sandra Bellemare (sandra.bellemare@gmail.com) 

On February 12, “Families 
with Children from 
Vietnam” (Toronto), 
celebrated the Year of the 
Cat at the Golden Pineapple 
restaurant. Once again, we 
ate a wonderful Vietnamese 
buffet and had lots of fun. 
There were “cat” crafts for 
the children and lots of 
stories and experiences to 
share among the 
parents, 

grandparents and friends. As always, 
families were asked to bring recent 
photographs to add to the photo boards. 
There is a board for every year of the 
Vietnamese calendar and some boards 
are filling up rapidly. The children are 
growing up so fast and are so beautiful! 

After our meal, we unrolled the bubble 
wrap and brought out the dragon 
costume. With drums banging and 
bubble wrap popping like fire crackers, 
we jumped and marched around the 
restaurant. The dragon led the parade 
and we went around and around until all 
the “crackers” had popped! Well done to 
our dragon dancers! 

Next on the agenda was a photograph of all of 
the children and the afternoon ended with red 
envelopes and lucky money for every child. 

We had great fun and look forward to doing it all 
over again next year! 

If you would like more information about FCV 
Toronto please contact Vanessa Charlesworth 
at:  

Vanessa Charlesworth
(v.charlesworth@sympatico.ca) 

(Continued on page 17) 

chúc mừng năm mới  in Ottawa! 

Happy New Year from FCV Toronto! 
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Tet In Vietnam 

We were excited to be spending Tet in Vietnam this year.  
We carefully planned our Tet holiday around work and visits, 
knowing that it would be difficult to conduct any business or 
travel during this time.  First, we offered to host a Tet party 
at Vung Tau 1.  It seemed to be a good way for our daughter 
Quyen to visit.  We adopted her at 5 years old in 2007 and 
this was our first trip back.  Our son Quang (11) was adopted 
from Lang Son as an infant. Loan (TDH rep) organized the 
party and our visit.  Although most of the kids who knew 
Quyen were gone, we were still able to meet with the staff.  
Quyen was thrilled to visit and very much enjoyed the day.  
When we left the orphanage, we went to Vung Tau 2 to visit 
the older kids that Quyen remembered.   We then returned 
to Ho Chi Minh City to fly to Danang.  From Danang, we 
took a taxi to Hoi An, about 30 km away.  We couldn’t think 
of a better place to spend a week over Tet. 

This city of 120,000 people is located on the South China 
Sea at the estuary of the Thu Bon River.  It had the largest 
harbour in Southeast Asia in the 1st century.  Hoi An was 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999 as a well-
preserved example of a Southeast Asian trading port of the 
15th to 19th centuries.  The buildings display a unique blend 
of local and foreign influences.  Very little has changed in 
200 years.  Today the town is a major tourist attraction 
because of its traditional architecture and crafts, such as 
textiles and ceramics.  

The entire town was dressed up for the holiday, thousands 
of lanterns strung along the streets and flowers everywhere. 
Everyone was in full party mode and the town was filled to 
the brim with Vietnamese coming home for the holiday, as 
well as tourists who had the same idea as we had. 

We purchased tickets that allowed us to go into 6 museums, 
temples or homes.  There are probably about 20 to choose 
from.  My daughter Quyen  and I took a cooking class one 
day.  Our family made lanterns at a handicraft village 
another day.  We visited the ruins at My Son, Vietnam’s 
equivalent of Angkor Wat.  We ran out of time and still 
hadn’t done everything we had hoped to. 

We had booked our accommodation on line.  At the time I 
didn’t realize that we were three km outside of town.  Our 
hotel was on the river and 2 minutes from the ocean.  There 
were bicycles for use by guests, as well as a free shuttle to 
town several times a day (I would highly recommend the 
River Beach Hotel – great family suite!).  The kids loved it.  
There was a great pool, but also a natural water pond that 

(Continued from page 16) 

had hundreds of frogs and skinks. By the river, the kids 
found all kinds of land crabs.  Our kids met another 6 kids 
and they caught these poor creatures over and over, all day 
long! 

We had a few “small world” moments at our hotel.  We met 
a young woman who is a teacher in Beijing.  She was a 
student at Trent University where my husband and I work.  
Another family from Beijing (originally Canada) staying at 
our hotel had a son, Max.  Max recognized our kids as he had 
gone to Art Camp with them in Buckhorn last summer.  
Their grandparents live just down the road from us!  We also 
enjoyed the time that we spent with a South African family.  
They are living in Beijing right now, but moving to Calgary in 
a few months.  

With the South African family, we booked a dinner cruise for 
the evening of Tet; not that the whole week isn’t a holiday 
but February 3rd was THE night.  Our plans were to head for 
town when we returned from our dinner cruise to watch the 
fireworks.  The eight of us were the only ones on a very large 
junk for the evening.  The sunset was lovely and the food 
amazing.  We were all quite surprised when it seemed that 
the boat was heading directly for the shore at one point.  
The captain was letting the boys steer the boat!  We got 
back to our hotel at about 9 pm.  The kids set about catching 
frogs and the adults sat by the river, opened wine and 
chatted until about 11.  We kind of forgot that it was Tet… 
We went to bed and awoke at midnight to the explosion of 
fireworks!   I have never heard anything like it.  I can only 
imagine what it was like in town.  While disappointed that 
we missed it, we had an absolutely lovely evening.  And it 
gives us a good reason to return to Hoi An!  

Tracy Melcalfe (tmetcalfe@trentu.ca)  

 
 

Dinner Cruise, Metcalfes and Louws  
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Sewing the seeds of learning 

and information seminar 
Saturday May 7, 2011. 
 

Where: The Montgomery Branch Legion, 330 Kent 
Street, Ottawa 
When: 7pm, Saturday, May 7, 2011 
What: Plan to visit the Ottawa area to enjoy the Tulip 
Festival (http://www.tulipfestival.ca/) then test your 
knowledge against hand picked questions from Trivial 
Pursuit and Cranium and participate in the silent 
auction to raise funds to equip a full classroom with 
sewing machines for young women learning the 
seamstress trade.  
Cost: $20 
Seminar: Dorinda and TDH Ontario staff will be hosting 
a seminar and Q&A session at 6pm at the Montgomery 
Branch Legion, before this event. 
For more information contact:  

Meg Green (meggreen31@yahoo.ca) 
 

 

Spring Cleaning? 
Thinking of having a spring/summer garage sale? 
Consider donating some of your proceeds to TDH 
Canada and receive a tax receipt for 100% of your 
contribution. 

 

Upcoming  Adoption Seminars and Events 
May 28, 2011, Toronto -  Seminar for Extended 
Family and Friends of the Adoptive Family.  
For your parents & in-laws, siblings, older children in the 
family, other family members, friends, nannies. Topics: 
positive adoption language; how to answer questions; 
adjustments of internationally adopted children; 
understanding open adoption relationships; 
understanding the adoptee. 10 am -1 pm. $60/person. 
Refreshments. Location details provided upon 
registration – free parking.  More information at: 
www.adoptioneducation.ca  or 416-483-0003 

Sofie Stergianis (sofie@adoptioneducation.ca) 
 

Annual TDH Family Picnic  
Sunday, June 19 

Sandbanks Provincial Park  

Once again the spectacular Sandbanks Provincial Park 
will be the site of our TDH Ontario family picnic (located 
about 3 hours from both Ottawa and Toronto). The 
picnic will be on Sunday June 19, on sites 24 and 35 and 
the adjoining beach, in the Outlet River Campground 
area.  

Please bring food for your own family (or to contribute 
to our pot luck table), beach toys, chairs, sunscreen, 
hats, swimwear and umbrellas (for shade!) The cost for 
the picnic is $5.00 per family, payable to TDH Ontario, 
plus the day use admission fee at Sandbanks, which is 
payable at the park gate. The event gets underway at 
10:30 a.m. and lasts through the afternoon. If you're 
interested in camping (a number of families are staying 
for the weekend), visit the Ontario Parks web site to 
make a reservation or call them at 1-888-668-7275.   
Register for the potluck in the database at: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/VietnamAdoptionCanada 

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca)  

News, Current Events, Upcoming Family Functions 

Content Requests,  Family Features, 

Questions,  Comment Submissions 
 

We endeavour to make each issue of our news-
letter informative and interesting.  If you have a 
suggestion for an article, wish to contribute an 
article, have comments, feedback, questions or a 
request for information on a particular topic, 
please let us know!  You may also submit photos, 
with descriptive captions.  We love your com-
ments and feedback!   

Send comments, questions, submissions to: 
sharon@tdh.ca 

To announce your New Arrival 
 

Email: Caroline Bennet at: clb2@rogers.com or Sharon Kashino at: sharon@tdh.ca 
Your Giving and Receiving Ceremony must be completed prior to the newsletter publication date (next issue due out July 15). 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=12d4546a6889463fb0cf47d65235d6bc&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tulipfestival.ca%2f
https://mail.apptix.net/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
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 http://tdhfundraiserottawa.blogspot.com 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=0eca5dabb9e6404ab3275a6d80b6240b&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftdhfundraiserottawa.blogspot.com%2f
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Images of Adoption:  
Featuring Individuals who have been associated 
with the image of adoption in the public mind. 

Remembering Johnny Sheffield   
 

Johnny Sheffield (Jon Matthew Sheffield Cassen) April 11, 
1931 – October 15, 2010 

Before adoption became the concern of governments and social 
service, it was quietly practiced by regular people, often infor-
mally. It was a part of community and family life, and not al-
ways accompanied by reams of date-sensitive paperwork or 
threatened by repeated judgments.  Over the years, many in-
stances of formally and informally adopted children, both in real 
life and in fictional life, became well known to the public. From 
a social point of view, adoption was a simple fact of life, not a 
discussion point. It was considered a resolution for a child’s 
situation. In general it was regarded as a good thing for the par-
ents from several different perspectives. But it was not consid-
ered a cause for extended discussion as it is today. 

One of those fictional adopted characters was Boy, a seven-year 
old orphaned when his parents were killed in a plane crash in 
the jungle. The role was played by child actor Johnny Sheffield, 
who grew-up on screen (from 8 to 24). Boy was very well known 
as the adopted son of Tarzan (five times Olympic swimming 
champion: Johnny Weissmuller) and Jane (Maureen 0’Sullivan) 
in the internationally popular Tarzan film series of the 40’s and 
50’s.  Johnny first appeared in Tarzan Finds a Son (1939) as Boy 
and then in his own longer film series as Bomba, and the short-
lived Bantu; after maturing into his mid-twenties he left acting 
in 1955. 

After completing a business degree at UCLA, Johnny Sheffield 
busied himself with farming, real estate, construction and for a 
time importing. He married Louise Van Loon in 1959 in Yuma, 
Arizona and eventually moved to California. They had three 
children: Mary Alice, Jon Matthew, and William Hart, also an 
actor (Billy Sheffield).  

Billy also made a powerful adoption film (The Boy with the 
Green Hair, 1949), in which he played Peter Frye, an American 
boy orphaned when his parents are killed in a blitz on London. 
He is bounced around among unwelcoming and unsympathetic 
relatives until he finally is adopted by a kindly ex-vaudevillian, 
“Gramps”. Shortly thereafter, when he learns that he is an or-
phan, his hair spontaneously turns green.  

In retirement he lived in Southern California and worked as a 
writer. He died in Chula Vista, California of a heart attack at 79. 

In their films Johnny and his son Billy portrayed but did not 
comment directly on the peripheral but serious factors in their 
stories involving adoption: being orphaned as older children 
subsequent to the violent deaths of their parents; being ac-
cepted by a dynamic, caring family (Tarzan and Jane); not being 
accepted for relative adoption; being accepted by a single man 
(“Gramps”); and an indication of a symbolic, but bizarre trau-

matic reaction (green hair) after learning that he was an 
adopted orphan (Peter Frye). Both adoptions are portrayed as 
successful, in spite of very difficult circumstances. 

Culture and history determined the meaning of adoption in 
these films. In the peacetime recovery period, within the posi-
tive, adventuring spirit of the 1939 Tarzan films, the adoption is 
a way for Tarzan and Jane to have a child without being married 
and having sex. I don’t remember any mushy scenes in Tarzan, 
but there were a lot of scenes of Tarzan fighting bad guys! So 
adoption itself was not an issue in Tarzan, it is a simple means 
by which Boy completes Tarzan’s family without all the trouble 
of infancy and early childhood. Family was a strong value in the 
30’s and 40’s. 

In the second film, ten years later, the cultural circumstances 
have changed – there is a terrible war going on and people are 
being killed, their children are being orphaned and presented as 
bedraggled, starving, and dirty with their heads shaved. This 
time adoption is a resolution of the plight of war orphans. Pe-
ter’s own appearance in the community is unexplained.  He is 
first seen as a war orphan with a shaved head, although he him-
self does not recognize his status. In school he learns about and 
sees news films showing head-shaved war-orphaned children 
and realizes he is one. His hair turns green overnight. Ridiculed 
and distraught, he has it shaved off. But the spirits of a group of 
war-orphans appear to him in the woods and counsel him to let 
it grow back because, they tell him, that while indeed he is a 
war orphan no one can see that. But by getting people’s atten-
tion with the very visible symbol of his green hair he can make a 
difference; he must get people’s attention with his green hair 
and tell them: “War is Dangerous for Children.” It was the naïve 
American assumption of the storey’s author, apparently Betsy 
Beaton, who along with two other screenwriters produced the 
movie script, that other people care what happens to orphans. 
This interpretation identifies adoption as a solution for or-
phaned children. But the focus of the film is on why they are 
orphaned: war. 

Historical review note: “The movie's idealism, as well as its im-

plicit criticism of American (and Russian, British, French, and Chi-

nese) governmental policies (and the nuclear program), were 

about as harsh and confrontational as mainstream filmmaking 

got in 1948, even if these themes were couched in terms of fan-

tasy and fable. The entire cast, including Stockwell, O'Brien, 

Ryan, and Hale, seemed to embrace the movie's message with 

genuine fervor, which only made the movie more potent.” – from 

Answers.com 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
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While it is true that thousands and 
thousands of children are abused, homeless, 
neglected, orphaned and institutionalized, 
the fact is that only a tiny trickle of those 
children make their way through the 
increasingly fine filters of social service 
bureaucracy and political obstructionism 
into an adoptive family. The result is that 
while thousands of children need families 
and thousands of couples want to offer 
homes to these children, there are in fact a 
very limited number of children available for 
international adoption. And there are a lot of 
families in various countries trying to adopt 
them. Low supply and high demand, sadly, 
makes for competition. The complexity of 
international adoption somewhat dampens 
any effort at direct competition. But still, 
some countries are more successful than 
others. And one of the reasons some 
agencies are more successful is because they 
have strong support from their government. 
It is particularly the case with France. France 
supports the international adoption efforts 
of its agencies with funds and diplomatic 
support. Canada provides neither funds nor 
diplomatic support. 

Canadian families apply to Vietnam for 
adoption, and so do French families. We 
thought our readers might be interested in a 
loose translation of the French perception of 
their international adoption program as it 
was presented by Delphine Chayet in the 
French newspaper Le Figaro in January 2011. 
It clearly shows that the French are proud of 
the fact that their strong government 
support of international adoption has made 
a serious difference in the number of French 
citizens who have been able to adopt 
internationally. Canadians do not have that 
kind of support from their government. 

Her 2011 headline was: ‘French international 
adoptions are up by 14%’.  In France the total 
number of adoptions jumped from 3017  in 
2009 to  3504 in 2010. In 2010, French 
adoptions from Vietnam increased 52% from 
the year before, becoming the second 
largest origin for children adopted 
internationally into French families.  While 
statistics for international adoption in 
Canada are not yet available for 2010, our 
experience would indicate that adoptions 
from Vietnam to Canada enjoyed no 
comparable increase.  The early reports of 
the new law in Vietnam suggested that 
previous adoption numbers are going to 
be the basis of quotas in the future. That 

puts France in a more favourable position 
than Canada. 

Delphine observed that since the context of 
international adoption is difficult, it is 
noteworthy that the number of international 
adoptions by French families has risen 
14%.  The support the French, Spanish and 
Italian governments show for international 
adoption, both diplomatically and 
financially, has made a big difference in 
those countries.  The Canadian government 
does little, officially, to support international 
adoption. It is the adoptive families who 
support TDH. Thus TDH has to work on your 
behalf in Vietnam in the context of more 
than three government-supported agencies 
and 25 private agencies.   

The number of Haitian adoptions to France 
will probably go down in 2011. All the 
applications for adoption are on hold, 
waiting for the signature of the Haitian 
authorities under restrictions of the Hague 
Convention on International Adoption. But 
other countries are working well. From 
countries other than Haiti, the number of 
adoptions to France has risen 7%. And 
Delphine quotes M. Monchau as saying that 
“The diplomatic efforts we have engaged in 
for over two years have borne fruit.” 

But even with Vietnam’s troubles, it still was 
the source of the second largest number of 
international adoptions for France, 308 in 
2009 and 469 in 2010. Columbia has shown 
increase, with 241 in 2009. And 369 in 
2010.   Many efforts have been made 
towards promoting the adoption files of 
French citizens during the last year. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs maintains a 
budget to help put in place programs ‘for the 
protection of children’. Mostly the children 
are less than three years old (59%). This 
relatively high percentage of younger 
children proposed for adoption is explained 
by the surge in adoptions in Vietnam and 
Haiti. But the general tendency is for the 
countries to propose older children. The 
article does not say, but presumably, the 
surge occurred because of the earthquake in 
Haiti and the impending changes in Vietnam. 

The role of adoption organizations in France 
has been emerging into prominence over the 
last few years, whereas previously France 
left its adoptive parents to go to Vietnam 
and to fend for themselves, to try to 
organize a private adoption on their own – a 
daunting task and much criticized policy of 
the French government. It was not easy and 

there were many problems. The activities of 
the adoption organizations in France, which 
help the parents work their way through the 
adoption process, like TDH does in Canada, 
have been a positive improvement.  

In fact, in France, 43% of the adoptions 
currently have been realized with the help of 
the adoption organizations, especially in 
Vietnam and Columbia. Their role is 
expected to grow during the coming years 
because of the increase in legal impediments 
to private adoptions. But there have been 
problems. Genevieve Miral, the President of 
the Association of Families with Adopted 
Children, observed that the organizations 
ought to be professional and well controlled. 
The Haitian crisis revealed their 
shortcomings . The crisis put some 
organizations in a bad position just as it did 
some individual families. Other 
organizations are more competitive than 
cooperative. 

In that competitive context, the 
paragovernmental Agency for French 
Adoption (AFA) is still very much sought 
after. This public (government associated) 
organization, often criticized for its strategic 
choices, posted a 10% gain in adoptions in 
2010 (565  against 513 in 2009). In 2011, the 
agency intends to open services in Haiti and 
Russia. Their President, a governmental 
official, Deputy Yves Nicolin, has stated that 
they are expecting to do even better next 
year. Other groups are establishing 
themselves in Kazakhstan, which has just 
signed the Hague Convention. 

The prediction for France is that next year 
the statistics for international adoption 
should be even more positive than they are 
now. Ethiopia, which moved from second to 
fourth place as a source of international 
adoptions, could regain its position. It 
probably will become the main country from 
which French couples adopt next year. 

This article underlines the point that the 
governments in Spain, Italy and France are 
all deeply involved in supporting 
international adoption. In Canada there is no 
such government support. So when the 
global statistics for international adoption 
are reviewed, it is prudent to keep in mind 
that international adoption in Canada 
operates at a considerable disadvantage in 
the global arena. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
 

Broader ADOPTION ISSUES                                                    International Adoption: the wider field  
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The Ministry cites that research and experience indicate 
that on average, adoptions stand a greater chance of long 
term success when only one child is adopted at a time and 
the younger the child at time of adoption. Having said 
that, there have been a number of situations where 
sibling adoptions have been very successful. Proper 
preparation is the key to the successful adoption of 
siblings.  
 
Approved adoption practitioners are required to contact 
an Adoption Officer at the Ministry early in the 
homestudy process to discuss situations where the 
adoption of a sibling group is being considered for 
recommendation. This prior consultation is necessary 
before the homestudy can move towards looking at a 
recommendation of siblings. The practitioner’s role is to 
assess the overall capacity of the applicants to parent 
siblings who have been institutionalized. So, what are 
they looking for? Below are some highlights: 
 
Motivation 
 
The motivation to adopt siblings always has to be in terms 
of what is in the best interest of the children (for example, 
keeping them together).  It is not sufficient for applicants 
to cite that they are getting older and it would be more 
convenient, or, to say that it is a way to save money, or, 
that the children would have a better life here, or, that 
they want a large family and are unwilling to wait 18 
months to have two or more children. This is not child-
focused reasoning. 
 
Alternatives 
 
Adoptive applicants will be asked if they have contacted 
the Children’s Aid Society in their area to inquire about 
the adoption of siblings. There are many sibling groups 
available in Ontario, and the Ministry would like to know 
that you have conducted this research. A phone call to the 
local CAS would be a good idea. 

Preparation 
 
Adoptive applicants need to show that they have met an 
exceptionally high standard of preparation for adoption in 
general and multiple placements in particular.  This 
includes reading, attendance at workshops, consultation 
with experienced parents who have adopted siblings, and 
attendance at support groups. Some formal training 
related to sibling adoptions should have been undertaken 
or planned as well (there are a number of professionals 
that offer consultations – your practitioner could direct 
you).  
 
Assessment 
 
There are a number of areas that will be addressed in the 
homestudy by the practitioner, who is expected to give 
examples from the applicant’s previous life experiences. 
These include: 

A strong relationship capable of withstanding the 
pressures of a sibling adoption 

Ideally – significant experience caring for children of 
difficult ages (nieces/nephews, the children of 
friends, guide/scout leaders, teachers, etc.) 

A good sense of humour and resiliency to weather the 
difficult times; flexibility, good problem-solving 
and coping skills; perseverance and a tolerance 
for stress 

An understanding that love is not enough and that 
immediate returns will not occur 

Range of children’s behavioural acceptance (e.g. 
acting out behavior, withdrawal, indiscriminate 
affection, inappropriate social or sexual behavior) 

Expectations of child: emotional, academic & 
behavioural (for e.g., parents with high 
expectations of a child academically will be 
frustrated if their child does not meet their 
expected level of achievement either due to 

(Continued on page 23) 

Adoption in Depth…  

Sibling Adoptions: Understanding the Assessment Process 
By private adoption practitioner Sofie Stergianis 
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hereditary or lack of early cognitive stimulation). 
Can you accept the child for who she/he is? 

An ability to treat each child as a unique individual 
and to help them develop at their on pace 

A strong ability to tolerate any negative feelings the 
child may elicit in them 

An acceptance and understanding of the life-long 
effect some early life experiences may have upon 
the child 

 
Post Adoption Supports 
 
There has to be willingness to access support and 
treatment resources either for the child, the adoptive 
parents and/or other children in the family. Also, there 
has to be the existence of strong support networks within 
the applicant’s extended family, social network and 
broader community. A post adoption plan should be 
developed that will maximize support to the parents and 
the children. Elements of the plan would include: 
 

Visits and consultation with the adoption practitioner 
at an early stage and frequently within the first 
six months (paid separately by the family) 

Support groups 
Respite and support from extended family and 

friends 

(Continued from page 22) 

Plan for one parent to be at home with the children on 
a full time basis for a year 

Educational, language, social and recreational 
planning for the children 

Post-placement assessments of children as needed 
(educational, medical, attachment therapist, etc.) 

 
All of the above factors are taken into consideration when 
applying to adopt siblings. It sounds like a great deal is 
expected, but then the goal is to create a successful 
adoption that will not break down in the future. It is a bit 
more work to go through at the beginning, but look at this 
as a gift that you will be giving your children once they are 
placed with you – parents who understand, can cope with 
(almost) anything that is thrown their way, and, know how 
to access supports when they are needed. You will be 
ready and armed with your new knowledge. Good luck on 
your journey to your children.  

Sofie Stergianis(info@adoptioneducation.ca)  

Sofie Stergianis, MSW, RSW, is a private adoption professional and a 
proud parent through adoption. Her next Family and Friends seminar will 
be held in Toronto, on May 28th, 2011. For further information, visit: 
www.adoptioneducation.ca.  
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