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As promised, March 26 was a special evening of spectacular food, drinks, 
silent auction, raffle and entertainment, all in support of TDH  and their 
projects.  Special guests included Vietnamese Delegates, TDH staff and the 
TDH Board of Directors.   Specifically: 
 Mr. Nguyen Van Binh - Director of the Department of Adoption 

 Ms. Vu Kim Dzung - Deputy Head of Administrative Division, 
 Department of Adoption 

 -ÒȢ 6ė 4ÈÛÎÈ +ĺ - Viceɀ#ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȟ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
 Province of Ba Ria Vung Tau 

 Mr. Nguyen Thanh Phuong - Chief of the Planning Department, 
 People's Committee of  Ba Ria Vung Tau Province 

 Mrs. Lê Th֗ 4ÒÁÎÇ MÛÉ - Director of the Centre for protection of 
 ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ  6įÎÇ 4ÛÕ 

 Nguyen Cam Loan - TDH Representative in Vietnam 

 Tran Bich Thuy - TDH Representative in Vietnam 

 Mr. Robert Ballard- Master of Ceremonies 

The money raised from the evening will support the Long Hai Social 
Protection Centre in Vung Tau.  This new centre is in its third phase, and is 
sure to provide life changing care under the direction of Mme Le Trang Dai,  
who has proven her dedication and skill as the director of Vung Tau 1 and 2. 
The centre will provide nourishment, education, healthcare and lodging to 
approximately 300 children who are disadvantaged through poverty and/or 
disability. For more about the event, including photos, see page 2 and 3. 
 
For more information visit www.tdhcharitygala.com  or email 
christine@tdh.ca. 

 

 

https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=704504f9141b4ce8917baf1c512f12f3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tdhcharitygala.com
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Stephanie Guillaume and Renny Duquette volunteered to attend to 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ4ÒÅÅ ÏÆ ,ÉÆÅȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ 
funds to purchase specific items for the Center.  

This year Marina Cavanaugh, who sings professionally, 
ǎŀƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭŀŘΥ CǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ !ǊƳǎ ǘƻ aȅ !ǊƳǎ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳǊǎΦ 
This was followed by a duo dance interpretation of 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎ /ŀōǊŜƭΩǎ  ōŀƭƭŀŘ aŀŘŜƳƻƛǎŜƭƭŜ [ΩŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ōȅ 
Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Savard-Lamotte, senior 
dance students at College Ste-Anne. Both performances 
were a tribute to the birth mothers who have sacrificed 
so much to give their children a better life.  

The TDH Ontario Charity Gala was the result of the volun-
teer initiative of Christine Morra and the team of volun-
teers she has assembled in Toronto. At the present time all 
the bills have not yet come in, so we do not know the final 
amount the Gala brought in; we do think that the final tally 
will show a amount larger than last year, probably around 
$27,000. The success of this 2011 gala is due again to the 
hard work of volunteers, Christine Morra and her team, as 
well as to those who participated in the Gala. 

At the present time, when TDH is acknowledging that the 
changes in Vietnam adoption law and practice has finally 
resulted in the regrettable need to request supplementary 
financial support from prospective adoptive parents, it is 
important to understand that the funds from the gala are 
not intended for administration. These funds are intended 
to be directed towards projects on behalf of children in 
Vietnam. The actual recipients change from time to time. 
This year the recipient will be the new Long Hai Social Pro-
tection Centre under the direction of Trang Dai. The center 
is in its last phase of construction and its furnishings will 
have to be completed soon.  

The TDH Ontario gala has a family feel to it, and judging 
from the level of conversational buzz, people knew each 
other and were talking to each other all evening. Thus far 
the Gala, which seems to be getting better each year (this 
year was sold out) has been something of a family affair; its 
character and style is very different from the also highly 
successful Montreal Gala under the direction of Annie 
Cormier.  

Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Savard-Lamothe 
present a meaningful tribute to birth mothers 
through interpretive dance. 

Enthralled children enjoy the musical performance by Marina 
Cavanaugh . 

Ontario Gala : a success 
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The two children, dressed in traditional Vietnamese cos-

tumes, were in attendance at the gala and part of the 

group of children who so impressed Mr. Binh, the Direc-

tor of the Department of Adoption who was here on his 

official visit to Canada at the invitation of TDH, supported 

by funding from several other accredited agencies. 

Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh expressing their apprecia-
tion. 

Thuy, our representative in Hanoi (in white) translated for  
Trang Dai (in black) as she expressed her appreciation for those 
who attended the gala and the support given to her Centre. 

The dynamic MC, Bert Ballard, one of the Vietnam 
άŀƛǊƭƛŦǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴ ŀŘƻǇǘƛǾŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 
a child from Vietnam invited Thuy, our representative in 
Hanoi and Trang Dai to say a few words. They expressed 
words of appreciation for those who attended the gala 
and the support given to Long Hai Centre. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Brendan and Dorinda also expressed their sincere ap-
preciation to everyone in attendance and, in particular, 
the volunteers who work throughout the year to further  
the mission of TDH. 

The children in attendance, some dressed in traditional 
Vietnamese costumes greatly impressed Mr. Binh, the 
Director of the Department of Adoption.   Trang Dai, in 
particular, was pleased to see some of the children from 
her Centre.  From all perspectives the evening was a 
huge success, enjoyed by all, and certainly a night to 
look forward to each year! 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)  


