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Statistics: 3
rd Quarter - 2010 

There have been 6 proposals to Ontario* families between July 1 and Sep-
tember 30, 2010, including 4 boys and 2 girls.  4 children were from Vung 
Tau, 1 from Hoa Binh and 1 from Go Vap.  1 of the children had special 
needs.  Most of the referrals made in this period were to families whose 
Ministry Approval was received in the spring/ summer, 2008. 

1 family departed on their adoption trip in this quarter. 

*includes families in other provinces except Quebec 
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The group was obviously a bit excited and a bit nervous. Nadia was nervous 
about it being a `first`. Brendan and Dorinda, Nadia and Manon were very 
aware that a lot could go wrong with a Pilot Project.  And because it was a Pilot 
Project, we only recruited four families.  The four families, who had gathered in 
the Domestic Arrivals Lobby of Pierre Elliot Trudeau Airport, were nervous 
about the commitment they had made to host a Ukrainian child for almost a 
month. It was exciting. But it also provoked some anxiety. 

We spotted Oxana and her group of four kids as they came around the curve of 
the corridor. At first sight, Nadia gave a sigh of relief. Seeing Oxana she knew 
immediately that things would go well with her ɀ as they did. They went so well 
that Nadia provided Oxana with room and board for her entire stay in Montreal. 

The four welcoming families immediately figured out which child would be their 
visitor just from looking at them; there were two boys of 9 and 10, one young 
girl of 7, and one older girl of 12. It was not that hard to figure out who was go-
ing with whom. 

There were smiles all around as Nadia met Oxana personally for the first time; 
then she and Oxana introduced the children to their host families. Each was an 
individual case of welcoming. The visiting children all responded to the overflow 
of good will and warmth the families projected. It was an emotional, joyful mo-
ment! 

The little girl, Olga, was shy, she was, after all, only 6, and understandably hid in 
/ØÁÎÁȭÓ ÓËÉÒÔÓ ÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔȢ "ÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÈÅ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ Á ÓÈÙ ÓÍÉÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
direction of the McDonalds and their kids. Oxana and Nadia escorted her to 
them and gradually she moved into the family embrace. By the time the 
McDonalds moved off for their drive to Toronto, she was holding hands and 
smiling. 

The youngest boy, Boris, went immediately to the Allens; their three kids were 
eagerly awaiting their visitor at home in New Brunswick. He was ready to go 

(Continued on page 2) 
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with them right away. He walked directly to Rick Allen, 
ÈÕÇÇÅÄ ÈÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ Ȭ0ÁÐÐÁȭ ɀ that surprised 
everybody, but we learned from Oxana that the children of-
ÔÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ Ȭ0ÁÐÐÁȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÏÉÇÎÁÎÃÙ 
of the moment was not lost on the adults present. 

The 10 year old, Alexey, was really something! He was to go 
with the Youngs, who arrived by car with their four children 
to welcome him to Emsdale in Northern Ontario. He could 
not stop smiling! He fitted himself into the family group like 
he belonged there. Craig Young mentioned to Brendan that 
this kid was really trying to be a good visitor. 

And then there was 12-year old Julia who was going with the 
McNicholls from Ottawa. They had organized a host of learn-
ing and recreational opportunities for Julia. Julia, being older, 
was more reserved than the younger children. 

When Nadia, Dorinda, Brendan and Oxana left the airport, 
they left with the feeling that the placements would work 
out. And they did. Boris did find a little trouble going along 
with the family discipline; he was a very active little boy. 
Alexey continued to smoothly fit into the Young family for 
his whole visit. Olga endeared herself to the McDonald family 
by her sweetness. And Julia learned to play the piano a little 
and even the violin. She was warmly received by the 
-Ã.ÉÃÈÏÌÌȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÎÔ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 5ËÒÁÉÎÅ ÌÏÁÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
gifts. 

Over this period of time the children learned a little English, 
were introduced into family life, made friends, and had some 
of their behaviours corrected to fit into Canadian, or at least 
the individual family, way of behaving. The families experi-
enced the fun and interesting challenge of coping with a child 
who spoke little English and who had lived an institutional 
life. It was a learning experience for both the children and the 
families. There were many things to learn beyond the simple 
matter of names. The children had to get used to new space, 
such as their own rooms, and new customs, such as family 

meals. They had to adapt to individual family programs of 
recreation and entertainment. They had to accommodate 
themselves to a whole new set of living conditions. When it 
comes down to cultural differences that is not always so easy 
to do ɀ but children are flexible and Manon had worked hard 
to prepare the families for this experience. 

This visiting program is regarded as an opportunity for or-
phan children, who live in institutions with very limited per-
spectives, to see other countries, experience other lan-
guages, and engage in personal relationships ɀ especially to 
experience family life, which they do not have in an institu-
tion. It is a broadening experience for them. And some chil-
dren have taken advantage of the programs to visit as many 
countries as possible.  There are many such visiting programs 
in Europe. This program is available throughout Canada, with 
the exception of Quebec.  

While this visiting program is not an adoption program, be-
cause of the quality of the individual relationships con-
structed during these visits many of these children are subse-
quently adopted. In our case, we have been notified that two 
of the families would like to initiate adoption procedures, a 
third family may eventually consider adoption when their 
circumstances change, and in the fourth case adoption did 
not seem appropriate.  

The Pilot Project was considered a success by everyone. It 
has been resolved that we try it again, but this time, hope-
fully, with more children. We are considering a program for 
15 children minimum, for logistical considerations a larger 
group is desirable, and at present we have 6 families who 
have registered their interest. If you have interest in this sec-
ond visiting program, please contact Manon (manon@tdh.ca) 
and discuss your interest further.  More information is also 
available in the next article . 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

Ukrainian Vacation Program: contõd 

mailto:manon@tdh.ca
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Organization behind the TDH/Ukrainian Vacation Program 

Kseniya, our coordinator in Ukraine, knows many of the 
orphanage children who have gone on vacations through 
the foundation founded by the husband of Oxana Ko-
shova, the woman who accompanied the group of children 
ÔÏ #ÁÎÁÄÁ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ  4ÈÅ +ÏÓÈÏÖÁȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÐÅÒȤ
ceived as a very good and very popular program. As 
Kseniya  got to know Oxana she recommended the devel-
opment of a program in Canada in addition to their pro-
ÇÒÁÍÓ ÉÎ )ÔÁÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ  !ÎÄ ÓÏȣÁ ÐÉÌÏÔ ÐÒÏȤ
ject was decided on. 

!ÌÅØÅÙ +ÏÓÈÏÖȟ /ØÁÎÁȭÓ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȟ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ &ÏÕÎÄÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 5ËÒÁÉÎÉÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÉÎ 
1994. Oxana began by approaching orphanages and con-
vincing them that such a vacation program would be a 
good thing for suitable children. Then she began looking 
for groups in other countries to collaborate with her.  

She began working with church groups in Italy. As a result 
most (95%) of the children have gone to visit Italy, where 
even Pope John-Paul II heard about the program and per-
sonally congratulated Alexey for his work with orphaned 
children.  

More recently Oxana was able to develop similar relation-
ships with groups in the United States. With only four par-
ticipating children in our pilot project, thus far, Canada 
hardly fits into the statistics. Since the Foundation opened 
sixteen years ago Oxana and Alexey have organized vaca-
tions for more than 7,550 orphans from Ukranian Orphan-
ages. 

The program runs visiting programs twice a year, summer 
and winter, that is, during the Christmas and summer 
school vacation periods. Ours in Canada was a summer 
program. We are trying to organize a winter program for 
Canada now. In Italy there are about 30 children in each 

group. The sponsoring groups have learned to organize 
events for these children such as visits to historical sites, 
football games, educational programs and recreational 
activities. Of course the children loved these events be-
cause they would see their friends and compare notes with 
each other. They had a lot to talk about and the children 
felt in touch with the children they knew.  

The time and duration of the visits are somewhat flexible 
depending upon the circumstances. Sometimes the visits 
have been organized for as long as three months. How-
ever, psychologically speaking, attachments begin to form 
around three months as opposed to the adaptations chil-
dren make to changing circumstances for shorter periods 
of time. So we are not expecting to host three month vis-
its; we are looking at four to six weeks. 

Distance is a major difference between the welcoming 
homes in Italy and those in Canada. It is not so easy for us 
here in Canada to organize group actions. We might be 
able to organize regional activities, but it is unlikely we 
could get them all together for any event. So the children 
who might come to Canada would have an experience dif-
ferent from those in Italy. 

Of course friendships developed between the Italian chil-
dren and the Ukrainian children. The same thing hap-
pened with our four visiting children. Very strong friend-
ships developed between the Canadian and Ukrainian chil-
dren. There were a lot of tears at their departure to return 
to Ukraine. 

Our children were exposed to a different life, a personal 
family life, here in Canada. And the separation by distance 
meant that the relationships were, perhaps, a little more 
intense because they were not interrupted. We know that 
they learned and somewhat adapted to the moral values 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pope John-Paul II personally congratulated Alexey for his 
work with orphaned children.  

Sponsoring groups organize events for the children including sporting  
activities.  
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Ukraine   Four Quebec families have completed 

adoptions from Ukraine this quarter: 2 single adoptions, 
1 sibling group of 2 and 1 sibling group of 4.  Once your 
documents are filed the current wait times to travel to 
Ukraine to identify a child or sibling group is around one 
year for children under six years old and only a few 
months for children six or older.  The Ukraine program 
specifies a maximum of 45 years between the age of the 
parent and child.  Ontario families are encouraged to 
apply.   

Honduras   There has been one proposal to an On-

tario family this quarter of a girl almost 2 years old.  
Their first trip is set for October.  One family has their 
dossier registered and two are completing their dossi-
ers.  We continue to accept applications.  Children avail-
able for adoption are usually 1 year or older for couples 
younger than 40 years, 30 months and up for couples 
older than 40 years and 4 years and older for couples 
between 45 and 50 years old.  Sibling groups and chil-
dren with special needs are also available.   

Program Updates: 

Ecuador   TDH Ontario continues to await a re-

sponse to our application for accreditation from Ec-
uador.  To date, four agencies have received ap-
proval, one in each of Italy and Sweden and two in 
the United States.  It has been indicated that one 
more agency in the US will receive accreditation, 
and one in Italy.  In total, eight agencies are ex-
pected to receive approval, leaving two licenses to 
be awarded to the remaining 7 applicants, including 
agencies in Canada, the United States, Switzerland, 
Belgium and Italy.  Throughout the process Ecuador 
has looked most favourably on countries that have 
completed more adoptions for special needs, sib-
lings of 3 or more and older children.  We are hope-
ful that TDH Ontario will be selected for two rea-
sons: first, because Canada is a big country and sec-
ond, because we have done many special needs, 
older, and sibling adoptions. 
 

For more information on any program please contact: 

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

and responsibilities of their respective family as well as 
adapting to the healthier eating habits and different ways 
of living. Each of them learned a little English, some more, 
some less. Their time in Canada certainly gave them a dif-
ferent perspective, a broader view of the world. In all four 
cases we know that they returned to Ukraine a little 
healthier and certainly more experienced ɀ and with new 
friends. We know they will tell their teachers and friends 
about their trip. 

The follow-up to these visits differs from child to child and 
family to family. For some, it was an experience they en-
joyed and have finished with. For others the relationships 
will survive by mail, phone, or email for varying lengths of 
time depending on the individuals. For yet others the rela-
tionship was so successful that the discussion of adoption 
will begin. 

The Foundation did not explicitly set up a pre-adoption 
program. And these older orphans are certainly not the 
children usually considered by adoptive families. They pre-
fer a baby who will be brought up in their family without 
another remembered background. But the concrete fact 
was that these are orphaned children and the hosting 
families who are interested in such programs often are 

open to adoption. So adoptions of these children do occur, 
but not always. 

We learned that the children had figured things out. After 
all, the program has been running for sixteen years. As 
best we could tell, the children who were old enough to 
understand social relationships did view this trip primarily 
as a vacation. In fact, some of them return to the same 
family for their vacations in subsequent years. But they 
also were aware that in some cases ɀ not all, for sure ɀ 
adoption did occur many months later. But it seemed clear 
to us that adoption is not the determined expectation 
these children have when they arrive at their host family. 
Rather, they see the idea of adoption as one possibility for 
the future. That was the primary lesson we learned about 
these vacation programs. At TDH we all feel better about 
this vacation program now that we have been through the 
pilot project. Manon in Vankleek Hill is now registering 
families for a winter vacation trip (perhaps from Dec. 20 to 
Jan 10).  If you are interested, please contact Manon by 
email (manon@tdh.ca) or call her and chat (613-482-6306).  

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

mailto:manon@tdh.ca
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Dorinda in Vietnam: October 2010 
I left for Vietnam on September 28 for an intense 10 
days in the south. My purpose was two-fold: first to get 
a feel for the situation regarding adoptions within the 
next few months, and second, if possible, identify what 
the perspective might be for 2011. Additionally I wanted 
to look at the situations of a few special needs children 
and to try to advocate for them. 

September 30 was the deadline for submitting dossiers 
to the Department of Adoption. Each dossier had to be 
ȰÐÒÅ-ÍÁÔÃÈÅÄȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ×Å ÄÉÄ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÓÔ 
to estimate what number of children we thought we 
might receive from each province we are working with. 
We were allowed to submit 25 dossiers from Ontario. 
Dossiers for special needs children can be submitted at 
any time and are not part of the count. 

We cannot be sure that all 25 dossiers will receive child 
proposals. There is some reason to hope, however, that 
all dossiers will be allowed to remain in the pre-matched 
province for dossier submission even after the deadline 
of December 31, and so will receive proposals from that 
province after the new law goes into effect. The other 
possibility is that all dossiers without child proposals will 
be returned to the agency and will have to be re-
submitted after January 1.  

Another issue is agency accreditation. With the new law, 
all agencies will have to be accredited or re-accredited. 
We do not expect any issue with this re-accreditation, 
and we expect that the process will be completed soon 
after January 1. After that we will be able to submit new 
dossiers. But at this moment we do not know how many 
dossiers we will be allowed to submit at a time nor ex-
actly when. We will keep you informed as soon as we 
know. 

2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌÓȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓȱ ÉÍÐÏÓÅ 
themselves naturally in consequence of the final dead-
line of December 31 for child proposals. There still needs 
to be a two month search - one for birth parents and one 
for local families. This means that in effect, if a child is 
relinquished by birth parents, that must happen a few 
days before December 1 (say November 15 to be sure) 
so the child can be proposed by December 31. For aban-
doned children, the procedures (birth mother and local 
family search) must begin by October 15. These are 
Vietnamese procedures over which we have no control 
whatsoever. 

We are still waiting for the decrees and circulars which 
will implement the new law, so I cannot at this moment, 
give you any news about how it will actually function. 
We do know that it is unlikely that there will be any new 
proposals between January and May, but we are opti-
mistic that the flow of adoptions will resume after that 
time. 

For the other aspects of my trip, I was able to visit all the 
orphanages of the south - Go Vap, Vung Tau 1 and 3, 
and Tra Vinh. Of special concern this trip were some 
very special children in need. I was able to get permis-
sion (I actually picked up her visa on the way to the air-
port!) to bring a little girl of 20 months for medical as-
ÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔȢ 3ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ $Ï×ÎȭÓ 3ÙÎȤ
drome because of some slightly dysmorphic features, 
but this has been definitively ruled out. She will undergo 
genetic, neurologic, and developmental testing to de-
termine what, if anything, is wrong with her. 

We are working on getting the little boy with cloacal 
exstrophy (see last newsletter) here for medical treat-
ment before his adoption. We have a wonderful family 
who are ready to consider adopting him, despite the 
challenges. There is great urgency regarding this child 
because his immune system has been compromised by 
all the antibiotics he has had to receive.  

We also were presented a little girl of about 9 years old 
who is deaf, who will probably be adopted by a family in 
Quebec. Finally, I met a little girl of three month old who 
was in hospital for tracheal enlargement. She will be 
proposed for adoption soon. 

I regard this trip to have been successful in that I was 
able to visit all the places I needed to visit, that we did 
get our dossiers submitted in time, and I think I have 
gotten as much of a feel for the situation as it was possi-
ble for me to get. Finally I was able to get some first 
hand information about the special needs children who 
had been presented to us. So I consider it to have been a 
worthwhile trip. 

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 
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Nadia Lutskaya is the TDH Coordinator of our Eastern Europe 
Adoption Program (Ukraine and Russia) in Quebec and the Di-
rector of our TDH Canadian Ukraine Vacation Program. She is 
also Vice-Director of TDH pour les enfants and has been with us 
since 2002, eight years. 

There have been several requests for a little more information 
on Nadia. I guess she somehow has achieved the reputation of 
ÔÈÅ Ȭ-ÙÓÔÅÒÉÏÕÓ 7ÏÍÁÎȱȢ "ÕÔ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÒÅÐÕÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÅÒȤ
tainly be an accident and not really accurate. So, this little 
sketch of Nadia is meant to respond to the various requests for 
more information about her by helping people to know her a 
little better. 

Nadia is Russian by birth, but lived thirty-three years in the 
Ukraine of the Soviet Union. She speaks Russian, Ukrainian, 
French, and English ɀ well, she is a bit shy about her English 
but works hard on improving it. 

She is first an artist. With a degree from the University in 
Kharkov she worked professionally in stained glass, mosaic and 
murals for a number of years. She then was the administrator 
ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÏÆ ΧΫΦ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÄÅ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÅÑÕÉÐÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 

Nadia stands proudly in front of a board full of pictures of children 
and families brought together forever with her help. 

5ËÒÁÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ 'ÏÒÂÁÃÈÅÖȭÓ 
reign. 

Her husband had a premonition of the 
future and moved his family to Canada. 
(ÅÒÅ .ÁÄÉÁ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎ Á ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
centre in Montreal and then began in 
1996 to work in international adoption. 
Thus, she has a rich and long background 
in the administration of international 
adoption. 

3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÏÎ .ÕÎȭÓ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÅÎ 
years now. Her daughter Ksenia, a fash-
ion designer, is moving towards opening 
her own company. 

Most recently at TDH Nadia established 
the successful pilot project for the TDH 
Canadian Ukraine Vacation Program. Her 
primary work has been to develop the 
Ukraine Adoption Program. Thus far she 
has helped more that 55 Ukrainian chil-
dren find Canadian families. More re-
cently, after a long, protracted, difficult 
effort, she has established our new Rus-
sian Adoption Program which has opened 
5 files, the limit imposed by the SAI for 
new programs. 

Nadia is an experienced administrator 
with a very high degree of accuracy, effi-
cient file management, and an ability to 
interact well with people. She is readily 
available to individuals on the phone 
(one at a time). And the door to her of-
fice is always open. She a most valued 
member of the TDH staff. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

 

 

Family Features:  NADIAéUkraine Program Coordinator 
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We are so pleased to share our lifetime adventure with 
you: The adoption of our two sons from Ukraine!!! 

Last April, despite the volcano that was spitting ash 
across the European continent, we flew to Ukraine very 
excited to be starting our great adventure.  We were filled 
with joy but also nervousness at our first meeting with the 
Ukrainian department.  Siblings of two boys (3 ½ years 
old and 5 years old) were proposed to us.  We fell in love 
instantly with the pictures.   

We took the first train to Kramatorsk, a city in the east of 
Ukraine, to meet our future sons.  The children took to us 
immediately and the chemistry between us grew in the 
next few days.  We started the legal procedures to adopt 
these two wonderful boys.   

Each day, we visited the kids at the orphanage and each 
day we learned a little more about them.  Our days re-
volved around these two boys and these visits.  The or-
phanage was not at all like some of the rumors we had 
heard.  It is like a small elementary school, very clean.  
The caregivers were loving, gentle and attentive.  They 
were always available to talk with us (provided a transla-
tor was there!).  Overall, they desired the happiness of the 
kids.  This stage of our life is forever engraved in our 
hearts.  What a wonderful life experience that we would-
ÎȭÔ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȦ 

Back in Canada, we are establishing a normal routine with 
our two, energetic and striving to learn, sons, our dream 
of being parents fulfilled.  In spite of the stress and the 
lack of time to finalize the last documents to legalize the 
adoption in Quebec, we thank the TDH Pour les Enfants 

team from the bottom of our hearts for their efforts to 
make the process of adopting as simple as possible.  
Nadia and her team guided us.  Kseniya Myslvets advised 
us, reassured us and prepared all the adoption documents 
on the Ukrainian territory as a good friend would.  The 
whole team was very active in our process and we would-
ÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈȤ
out them: to become parents.   

Four months after our arrival in Canada, our older son 
started school without any problem with the French lan-
guage.  He understood French 100% within 2 months and 
speaks French now at 95%.  He loves school and has new 
friends.   Our youngest son speaks French at 75% and un-
derstands 100%.  He started daycare and loves playing 
with his new friends.   

We decided to adopt from Ukraine because the timeline 
was shorter than the other countries.  We chose to adopt 
siblings because we thought that it could be easier for 2 
children to be together (and more secure) in a new envi-
ronment than one child.  Our decision was a good one 
because our sons are fully adapted to their new environ-
ment after only  4 months.  We began our adoption pro-
cedure in April, 2009 and we flew to Ukraine in April 2010.  
We returned home at the end of May 2010 with our 2 
sons.  Our dreams were fulfilled within 13 months! 

Isabelle Boucher and Joel Fournier 
Isabelle_boucher68@hotmail.com 

Translated by Sandra Bellemare  

Family Features:  Dreams Fulfilled, Ukraine 

Pure joy...week three of visiting the boys in Ukraine. 

Ready for the first day of school and daycare. 
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Family Features:  Age and Adoption Planning, Ukraine 

Ȱ!ÇÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎȢȱ 
 

We often hear stories about attachment issues with older adopted 
children.  I would like to share my experience in the hopes that you 
will rethink the issue and perhaps see it in a new light. 

)ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á ×ÈÉÌÅ ÎÏ×Ȣ  4ÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ 
certainly evolved but the final goal has always been the same: to 
have a family.  I always knew that I would have children one day 
but was waiting to meet the right partner for this important life 
project.  I met this amazing man a little over nine years ago.  We 
discussed and agreed to the idea of eventually starting a family.  I 
knew that I might have problems conceiving naturally and was 
ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÐÅÎȢ  -Ù ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÏÏ ËÅÅÎ ÁÔ 
first but had lots of time to change his mind.  He realized that not 
having kids was out of the question.  He wanted kids and desired to 
share our wonderful life with them. 

Following numerable unsuccessful attempts to become pregnant 
naturally and with infertility treatments, we turned to international 
adoption.  The rapidity of the process appealed to us.  At the time, 
China was the best choice as the timelines were relatively quick (18 
months in December 2006).  From this huge country, Juliette, a 
little girl of about 12 months, would join us. 

The timelines for referrals increased exponentially until reaching 
42 months in November, 2009 (52 months in October 2010!).  It 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅȢ  ) ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏȤ
grams and the Ukrainian program appealed to us.  As my hus-
ÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÁÒÅ 5ËÒÁÉÎÉÁÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÌÉÓÈȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÁÓ 
becoming very interesting! 

We met Nadia at TDH, abandoned the idea of Juliette from China 
and changed countries.  Our adoption practitioner updated our 
homestudy with our desire to adopt one or two children between 
the ages of two and five years old.  My husband was 47 years old 
making the minimum age we could adopt be two years old.  
Slowly, the idea of having older kids grew on us and actually made 
sense.  We were in our forties, well established in life, very active 
(travel, skiing, golf, hiking, etc).  Having older children would facili-
tate their integration into our life. 

Just before leaving for Ukraine, Nadia suggested we increase the 
maximum age to six years old to increase our chances of finding a 
good match and to reduce the risk of missing a good referral of a 
child (or two) between 5 and six years old.  We accepted but what 
we really wanted was to return with two kids between two and five 
years old.  Arriving there, we fell in love with the profile of two 
older kids: a seven year old boy and his 4 year old sister.  They were 
older than we had wished but we really felt these kids were waiting 
for us and it was THEM!  We immediately updated our home study 
to reflect the age change. 

We quickly started the adoption process and, honestly, 24 days 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ×Å ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÅÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ËÉÄÓȟ ×Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÉÅÒȢ  /ÕÒ ÓÏÎ 
is physically and mentally in excellent health.  He even goes to a 

specialized 
school for gifted 
children.  From 
the first time we 
met, he kisses 
me and gets 
closer every 
day.  He bonded 
instantly with 
ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȢ  (ÅȭÓ 
always saying 
ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
wait to leave for 
Quebec and 
that he is so 
happy that we 
are his parents.  
His little sister is also in excellent physical health but has psycho-
motor delays which we will conquer with lots of love and vitamins.  
The kids will start ski lessons in December, followed by swimming 
lessons so they will be able to swim at the lake next summer.  To-
gether the four of us will adapt and integrate to become the most 
beautiful family in the world! 

I must thank God that our hearts and minds were open and ignored 
prejudices against adopting older children.  Our kids are very socia-
ble, well behaved, clean and have already bonded with us.  They 
are simply adorable. 

Here, at Lugansk, at Orphanage No. 1, one of the many orphan-
ages in Ukraine, there are dozens of children older than three years 
ÏÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÁÄÏÐÔȢ  )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÍÉÎÅ ÏÆ 
course, my favorite ones are older than five years old.  These kids 
are beautiful, intelligent, talented, artistic, etc.  They only want to 
be happy in life with a mom and dad, in a real family.  Each file is 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙȢ  7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÉÚÅȦ 

3ÐÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄȣÓÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÎȭÔ 
have a second.  Others can have a new blended family with one or 
two children.  Some may simply regret having too few children 
while their means allow them to raise more.  For whatever the rea-
son, in Ukraine, there are thousands of beautiful, intelligent, older 
kids that would make wonderful children for any good parents!  If 
we could save one more!!! 

) ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÁÇÅȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ 
also always try to influence people to change their preconceived 
ideas which might keep them from experiencing the same happi-
ness that my husband and I have been living for the last few weeks. 

Yours to contemplate, 

Lucia (and Thomas), parents so happy!  
lucieouimet11@gmail.com  

www.aventuredunevie-adoptionenukraine.blogspot.com 
translated by Sandra Bellemare , adapted by Sharon Kashino 
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Mollyõs Vietnamese Family at Vung Tau 3 
I decided to go to Vietnam early to 
meet my daughter, before I had re-
ÃÅÉÖÅÄ ȬÔÈÅ #!,,ȭ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÆÒÏÍ 4$(ȟ 
because I knew that my file only had 
one remaining step, a follow-up po-
lice investigation, before being final-
ized.  Little did I know that something 
had gone wrong with the request for 
ÔÈÁÔ ȬÓÉÍÐÌÅȭ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÓÔÅÐ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
ultimately take seven weeks to com-
plete.  I ended up spending those 
seven weeks with Molly in the or-
phanage during the day, and taking 
her back to my hotel room each 
night.  It was a very hard and lonely 
time, but the longer it lasted the hap-
pier I was to be there.  I would have 
ÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆ -ÏÌÌÙȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÆ 
I had waited for the CALL and now I 
have a great story to share with Molly 
as she grows up and learns about her-
self. 

Not knowing how long it would take 
for the police investigation , I in-
ÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÅØÔÒÁȭ ÔÉÍÅ  ÖÉÓÉÔȤ
ing Molly and giving us a chance to 
get to know each other.  I also 
planned to travel a bit around the 
country, to get to know where Molly 
was from and learn about her heri-
tage.  My plans changed completely 
however, when I met Molly and dis-
covered how sick she was.  She was 
suffering from a bad scabies infesta-
tion.  She would scratch and pick at 
her bites, causing lesions and infec-

tions.   She had a fever, a big  bump 
on the side of her head and an ear 
infection.  After visiting her 3 days in a 
row, I made arrangements to take 
Molly with me on the fourth day back 
to Ho Chi Minh City to see Dr. Jona-
than Halevy.  Dr. Jonathan prescribed 
antibiotics and Molly and I spent 2 
days together in Ho Chi Minh City.  
On the second day I received word 
that Molly had to be back at the or-
phanage right away because the po-
lice investigation had been requested. 

,ÏÁÎȟ 4$(ȭÓ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȟ 
thought that we would be there for 4-
5 days, so I asked if Molly could stay 
with me overnight during that time, 
as long as I had her back to the or-
phanage by 7am each morning.  I 
wanted to be able to give her the anti-
biotics, avoid her getting bitten by 
more scabies overnight, and of 
course, I wanted her with me.  Ma-
dame Hong, the Director, was once 
again very accommodating, and 
agreed to my request. 

Who would have thought that this 
arrangement would go on for almost 
2 months!  I was up at 5:30 each 
morning to shower and eat, and then  
wake Molly up to diaper, dress and 
feed her the first round of antibiotics.  
We were picked up before 7 by Quy, a 
young man from the orphanage who 
drove the car and school bus.  He 
drove us back and forth everyday, and 
became a very good friend.  Molly and 
I  spent our days in the baby room, 
then returned after 5:30pm to our 
hotel room where Molly would almost 
instantly fall asleep, and I would be 
trapped for the night.  I was so over-
whelmed at first that there were 
ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ×ÈÅÎ ) ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÅÁÔ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȢ  
But after a while I got into a routine.  I 
would eat, shower, hand wash our 
clothes in the sink, then crawl into 
bed beside Molly as soon as I could.  I 

was usually exhausted, partly from 
the heat and humidity, and partly 
from the long days spent with 15 to 
20 babies. 

I have so many fond memories from 
those days.  I got to know the babies 
in the room, as I gradually eased into 
helping care for them, as the nannies 
did.  I knew that most of them would 
be coming home to Canada, and I was 
in contact with some of the waiting 
parents.  I got so attached to all of 
them.  I consider them all to be 
-ÏÌÌÙȭÓ 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍÅÓÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ 

I also got to know the older kids who 
lived there.  Some of the teenaged 
girls helped out in the baby room, and 
some of the younger boys would play 
with my camera and my watch.  All of 
them were pleasant, polite, welcom-
ing and caring towards both Molly 
and me. 

Perhaps my most valuable memories 
will be of the relationships I made 
with the nannies and some other or-
phanage staff members while I was 
there.  These will be very special sto-
ries I can tell Molly about the women 
who loved and cared for her until I 
was able to get there.  They taught 
me about my daughter.  They taught 
me how to care for her better.  And 
they taught me that they loved and 
cared for Molly and all the other chil-
dren in their care as much as any 
mother would.  It still breaks my heart 
when I think about them crying after 
babies were adopted and went home 
with their forever families.  They cried 
in front of me when we said goodbye 
for the last time.  They loved our chil-
dren before we did. 

Thuy is a teacher at the orphanage, 
but it seemed to me like she also was 
the supervisor of the baby room.  She 
stopped in almost every day.  She 
×ÁÔÃÈÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÂÉÅÓȭ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÔÁËȤ

Ðây là, con gái cua tôi!  
(This is my daughter!) 
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ing them to the medical clinic for 
checkups and inoculations, and to the 
doctor when they were sick.  She 
helped administer medicine, and at 
ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÅÁÓÔȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÌÉÐ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȭ 
nails.  She and some other staff mem-
bers would sit in the baby room in the 
afternoons, just to visit and play with 
the kids.  This is where I learned a lot 
of Vietnamese language, and they 
learned some English.  Thuy and 
Molly had a special connection ɀ they 
were very close. 

Khuyen was one of the nannies that I 
spent some social time with outside 
of the baby room.  She and Thuy took 
Molly and me to a local beach on a 
weekend morning on their motorcy-
cles, then Khuyen took Molly and me 
to her home to visit for a couple of 
hours.  That was a very special day for 
ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓȦ  ) ÍÅÔ +ÈÕÙÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ 
got to know a little bit more about 
her.  She was very loving towards the 
children, and somewhat firm with 
them, but was always ready to tickle 
and play and make the kids laugh.  

Hoang worked the same shift with 
Khuyen, and the two women were 
very good friends.  There was a lot of 
laughter and teasing between them.  
Hoang was lovely, both in her looks 
and in her manner.  She was easy-
going and gentle.  I really enjoyed the 
days spent with her.   

(ÁÎÈ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÎÎÙ ÉÎ -ÏÌÌÙȭÓ ÐÒÏȤ
posal pictures, so I was very excited to 
get to know her.  She lived at the or-
phanage, and appeared to work at 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÊÏÂÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÏÎ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÉÎ 
the baby room.  I felt that she was the 
ÍÏÓÔ ȬÇÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒÌÙȭ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÎȤ
ÎÉÅÓȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÈÅ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÏÌÄ 
enough.  She was just very gentle, 
patient and caring with the babies.  I 
loved hearing her sing Vietnamese 
lullabies to them as she rocked them 

to sleep. 

Son worked the other shift with 
Hanh.  She was the strict nanny.  She 
accepted no nonsense and doled out 
discipline, but she also had a soft spot 
in her heart that often shone with the 
children.  Many of the older children 
were quite attached to her, needing 
her attention and approval.  She had 
a stern face, but a beautiful smile.   

There were also two other women 
that worked part-time in the baby 
room.  Like Hanh, Van also lived at 
the orphanage, and I saw her cleaning 
ÁÎÄ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ×ÉÔÈ 
the kids.  She was a lot of fun and was 
more rambunctious with the babies, 
but gave them lots of love, attention 
and belly laughs.  Hieu came in for a 
few hours in the afternoons while the 
nannies took their naps.  Hieu was 
beautiful, calm and loving.  She cared 
for the children who woke during nap
-time, then took her nap afterwards, 
often with a child tucked beside her 
on a mat. 

The nannies would work a 24 hour 
shift, starting at 6pm, one day on and 
ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÏÆÆȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
any interruptions to this schedule for 
holidays or illness on the part of the 
nannies.  They caught all the sniffles, 

scabies and viruses that the babies 
did, and worked their shifts regard-
less. 

The daily schedule was the same, no 
matter who was on shift.  I would ar-
rive early in the mornings when the 
floor had been freshly mopped.  
Some babies would be awake, but 
most would be starting to stir after 
we arrived.  The nannies took turns 
eating breakfast, showering and 
dressing into a fresh blue uniform.  
We would take the children out of 
their cribs, change bottoms and feed 
them as they woke.  At about 9:00 
each child would be bathed and 
changed into fresh clothing.  Most 
would be ready for a morning nap, 
and put into their crib with a warm 
bottle.  Lunch was served about 
11:00, then everyone napped from 
noon to 2:00.  More playtime, visits 
from the teachers, an afternoon 
snack, then Molly and I would leave 
about 5:30.  Dinner was served about 
the same time.  I was rarely at the 
orphanage any later in the evening, 
but on one occasion I was there about 
7:30, and found that the evening rou-
tine was similar ɀ the children played 
on the mat until they were ready for 
bed, then were put in their cribs with 
a bottle to sleep.  The nannies would 
sleep on the mat on the floor, and 
were always there and available to 
any child who cried out. 

The experience of living my daugh-
ÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÒÐÈÁÎÁÇÅ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔȤ
ting to know the women who have 
loved her was the most amazing ad-
venture.  Getting stuck there gave us 
both a wonderful gift.   

Catherine  Jones 
(catherinejones@uniserve.com) 

www.ob-la-di-vietnam.blogspot.com 
Check the post from June 20 ,2010 for 

more  about the VT3 nannies 

Mollyõs Vietnamese Family: contõd 

Van gives lots of love and attention. 
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When we decided to ex-
pand TDH beyond Quebec 
into Ontario and the rest of 
Canada, there were imme-
diately some practical 
problems that had to be 
solved: bureaucratic, legal, 
financial, personnel and 
physical.  We needed an 
office which would take 
account of the very limited 
personnel we had and its 

accessibility by parents ɀ albeit primarily from Eastern Ontario. 

The sites for practical consideration were  St. Eugene, Hawkes-
bury, Alexandria and Vankleek Hill. St. Eugene was the closest 
and it had a very interesting location, but it was, literally, a wide 
space in the road and too small.  

Of the three remaining candidates, they were all about equidis-
tant from Quebec, all conveniently reachable from the Tran-
Ó#ÁÎÁÄÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÎÅ ÏÆ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ɀ but we 
found Vankleek Hill most charming. We have subsequently 
learned that it is a gem of a village with a wealth of amazing 
people ɀ an Oscar winner, a robotics factory, international 
agencies, published authors, distinguished professors, colorful 
eccentrics, multiple public events, historical and culture sites, 
cows, horses, llamas (!) and organic farming ɀ an amazing place!  

But at the time we were looking for affordable lodging. We 
found it in two ground-floor back rooms behind a financial in-
vestment company. Our landlady, Theresa, was a friendly, 
warm, gracious and helpful woman who owned the building and 
the business in front. The rooms were neat and clean, although 
a bit small. We were very comfortable in our cozy new digs. 

Eventually we advertised and hired first one then a second per-
son locally. Manon Parent and Helene Parisien are both Quebe-
cers who moved to Ontario and are fluently bilingual. Both are 
experienced administrators, and both are warm, friendly and 
charming people. From time to time we took on a third person, 
but the space was cramped. As our need for file space increased 
it became clear that we needed more room. Additionally, 
Theresa indicated that her business would be expanding, so we 
realized that we perhaps had to move sooner than we expected. 

What we liked, we could not afford. What we could afford, we 
did not like. Then we met Phil Arber and discovered the Arbor 
Art Gallery built on the very peak of Vankleek Hill: Higginson 
House. The art gallery occupied the first floor of the two story 
building, the second floor tenant had recently moved.  Phil, who 
is an entrepreneur with diversified interests, the art gallery be-
ing one of them, asked us if we would be interested. We went to 
look at it and found a disaster. 

The building had been built in 1857 by William Higginson, who 
was actually a traveling salesman for a major firm and in fact 
had to live in several different places for his work. But his roots 
were in Vankleek Hill and he wanted to be a part of the commu-
nity. So he built his house in Vankleek Hill, putting a lot of qual-
ity in it, and spent and invested his money in the village, return-
ing to it as often as possible. William remained single all his life, 
so it was his parents and their remaining children (they had 
eleven) who were his family. He asked them to move into his 
new house and make it their home. So the house has a rich and 
interesting history, but it had fallen into disrepair over the dec-
ades.  Phil Arber had become the owner of it only recently. He 
was looking for a stable, long-term renter to take over the up-
stairs. 

While the first floor had been renovated for the art gallery ɀ 
resanded floor and white walls ɀ nothing had been done to the 
second floor since 1857 except some superficial things. For ex-
ample, the entire place (including the floors) was painted navy 
blue, and some screening was nailed outside the broken win-
dows.  But Phil was prepared to accommodate our requests for 
restoration of the quarters, and being a knowledgeable and far-
seeing man he was prepared to invest in the project. He put a 
considerable amount of money and effort into repairing roof, 
walls, electricity, and plumbing as well as redoing the floors, 
painting the walls, and repairing damaged woodwork. He in-
volved us in the renovations and did everything we asked of 
him. We, in turn, tried our best to contribute what we could. We 
both were interested in setting up the premises for a long-term 
occupancy. And all of us, Manon, Helene, Jose and ourselves 
gave as generously as we could personally to make it a pleasant 
and welcoming work environment. 

We chose to go for the home office look rather than the imper-
sonal business look. The basics are mostly finished, but we still 
have a lot of minor things to do ɀ repairing windows, getting 
screens and storms, discovering how to furnish and decorate 
economically. It has been fun. And we have been rewarded with 
a comfortable, warm, pleasant, and we hope welcoming envi-
ronment. We have more space to move around, more space for 
files, a little more office space, not enough chairs, and some 
makeshift desks. It will take us some months to finish the inte-
rior, but it is a good workspace. Outside, our hilltop is covered 
by a little forest of trees that surrounds the house. Our 
neighbours, other than the art gallery downstairs, are a tiny 
church and an historic tower originally built as a windmill on the 
corner of the Higginson property. And Main Street, Vankleek 
Hill is at the end of our bow driveway. 

Please feel welcome and come to visit us when you can. 

 Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

News and Current Events 
Higginson House: the new office in Vankleek Hill, Ontario:   
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Helping TDH make a difference 

 

 

 

Did you know ... If your company is supporting United Way and you have been willing to give an 
at source deduction you can specify that your contribution be directed to TDH Canada by simply 
requesting it to them.  To direct your donation to TDH, specify TDH Canada Inc., business/
charity registration number 119208940RR0001. By doing so, you can support an organization 
that may be dear to your heart while contributing to the United Way Campaign at the same 
time. 

If you need more information you can communicate with Manon (manon@tdh.ca).  Thank you! 

Join the Fundraising Committee 

Help Plan the Upcoming Gala in Toronto 

 

It is that time of year again when we start planning the Toronto gala and we are looking for volunteers.  If 
you are interested we are looking forward to hearing from you! 
 
We are going to need an especially strong team this year as we want to have an extraordinary event to rec-
ognize our special guests.  Dorinda is hoping that Mr. Binh, Director of the Department of International 
Adoption in Vietnam, Le Trang Dai, Director of Vung Tau 1 and 2,  as well as some other Vietnamese dele-
gates will be in attendance.  What an exciting opportunity to meet these important officials and reinforce 
Canada as an ideal location for the placement of Vietnamese children in need of forever families!  

Beyond planning for the Gala, I am also looking to form a more permanent fundraising and social commit-
tee.  If you would be interested in being part of such committee, or would like to take on a leadership role 
for an event in your area, please let me know. 

This is a great opportunity to get to know other families in your area and to be a part of something that is 
so life changing for the children in need.  

I look forward to hearing from you! 
 

Christine Morra (christine@tdh.ca)          
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ôFrom Dream to Realityõ Quebec Gala 2010 

Photos: Frédéric Champoux 

This TDH Gala in Montreal enjoyed the presence of a significant number of the glitte-
rati of the Quebec world of cinema and TV.  Although this is only the Gala`s second 
year, it may be the beginning of a trend. The atmosphere was extremely animated 
and socially active. Pascale Monpetit and Claude Munier helped with the animation, 
with Pascale providing a surprise performance as a chanteuse. 

Annie Cormier and her team produced a Gala for 2010 that was even better than the 
2009 Gala. Some things were the same, but a number of things were different. Prac-
tice is making perfect. 

The Gala was held in the same place as last year, the Dominion Warehouse complex 
on St-Amboise. A large poster of a child making a wish on a dandelion and blowing 
her wish into the wind greeted people at the street. Inside, volunteering young 
women from College Ste-Anne-de-Lachine, dressed in graceful and colourful Viet-
namese ao ai, were welcoming hostesses. 

The decor was black and white cocktail arrangements, like last year, but enhanced by 
the addition of hanging chandeliers, which were serendipitously installed early for a 
later event. As with last year, the Gala served a terrific `cocktail dinatoire` and set up 
an open wine bar. The sound system worked well and, new this year, cheese and nib-
bles snack tables. 

The silent auction was geared this year toward experience and was extremely suc-
cessful. Perhaps the most singular items beyond the black pearls and unique embroi-
dered picture from Vietnam, were offers of personal dinners hosted by Quebec stars. 
Generous donors had provided bottles of high quality wine, tickets and certificates to 
very popular activities, signed copies of books and various invitations to stellar 
events. The donations seemed to be the right sort of thing, because the silent auction 
brought in about half of the funds raised for TDH projects, for a total of $92,000. 

The TDH Quebec Gala seems to be on its way to establishing itself as one of the sig-
nificant events of the Montreal gala season. In the name of all the children for whom 
these funds are raised, we at TDH would like to express our profound gratitude for all 
the effort put into this Gala by Annie Cormier and her team in planning and organiz-
ing the event, as well as in selling tickets and gathering prizes, and to all those who 
attended the Gala and contributed to making it the success it was. Thank you! 

If you missed the Montreal Gala the 3rd annual TDH Gala in Toronto held in April, 
2011 promises to be just as fantastic! 

Brendan Cavanaugh, Secretary General, TDH Canada 
(brendan@tdh.ca) 

 

 


