TOH IINTARIO

.. quarterly newsletter

Ketsana Clubs Kontum!
Vietnamadoption program
Ukraine:adoption program
Hondurasadoptionprogram
Ecuadoradoption program

Vision in ActionMrs.e Trang Da
An Autumn Picnieskindling connections
Quebec Gal@&om dream to reality
Dragonfly Campaigwietnam Kitchen
FundraisingPrograms

NEW Arrivals

TDH Sgaces of hformation

Family Features:
U specialneeds,pe f ami |l yds s
U ethical questioning

News and Current Events 11
U News from Vankleek Hill
U TDH Federation News
U The Erosion of Trust
UDorindads Latest Tr

Broader Adoption Issues 13

(@]

© MWWy Ul h@NNN RE |

U6 RaiEsxipnegct at i ons d
Adopton in Depth 14

U Booking your departure date

Urgent Aid Needégletsana Clubs Kontum

Typhoon Ketsana landed and slamm .

into central Vietham ormuegay, vg
September 3, 2009 surprising :
everyone with its desuction. Death
counts approach 100. It brought
flooding and winds of up to 144 kph.
Some 170,000 were evacuated from

path.

The typhoon landed in migfternoon,
about 60 kilometers south of Dananc
after building up strength over the
South China Sedn Quang Nam
province, two people were killed by
falling trees, and another by a falling
power line. In Thua Thien Hue province three died, one of theryeas old
who drowned in a flooded home. There were more deaths in Danang and
provinces of Binh dh and Quang Hai. The rivers rose. Many homes were
flooded, and several mountainous districts have been isolated by mudslid

As the storm moved inland across Vietham toward Laos, nine people diec
Kon Tum province in the Central Highlands, Vietnaméisaster official
Nguyen Van Vy said. The Siste
of the Miraculous Medal in
Kontum, who direct the
orphanages that TDH supports
in that province suffered heavy
losses. The Sisters till the land
feed their several hundred
OAOEAAT O T OPDEKA
water and winds wiped out the
rice and vegetable crop. Vinh
Son 2 was flooded out and the

Please seeontumon page?2

Vietnam:adoption program

Hélene Parisien (helene@tdh.ca)

statistics: 3° Quarter - 2009

There have beed5proposals to Ontario fanties betweenJulyl and
September30, 2009, includind0boys andb girls. Among thesd 5children
therewas oneset of twirs (boy,girl) 13children were from Vung Taand 2
from Go Vap.Most of the referrals made in this period were to families
whose dcuments went to Vietnanduring late 2007, early 20@.
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children moved to the wooden church and the semina
and conventThe small houses of Vinh Son 3 @hlibst
everything: clothes, educational materials, computers,
books,furniture, even mosquito netting; and the
mosquitos are breeding fiercely.

The villagers are coming to the Sisters seeking food a
shelter, but the Sisters have nothing to give them. As
water recedes and the winds die down, the layer of mi
everywhere often crushing the crops and the stench o
sodden and rotting materials rises. Lack of food is forc
the villagers to eat the storrlead animals. People are
getting sick. The risk adcholera outbreak is growing
each day. The electricity wemliown. There is no clean
water. There is no rice. The children of Kontum are fa«
severe problems as are the villagers.

TDH has contacted other groups interested in Kontum
and is trying to coordinate a response. We have direci
contact with the Sistersrad have established that rice it
available in the nearby city (at elevated prices). We he
immediately sent the Sisters $4000 US to buy 10 tons
rice. Just one orphanage needs about 70 kg a day for
children. But then there are the adults and thdaglers
who also need food.

Program Updates:

Ukraine

The Ukraine progransontinuesto run strongdy in
Quebec withmanyfamilies having alrady received
children,about half of themunder the age of three.
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents in Ontario
o1 1A "A OOOA O OEAOA |
program with anyone considering adoption options.

Honduras

We received our aceditation to do adoptions from
Honduras last summehut we have only received one
application from Ontario thus far. So, all the news of
Honduras is really from Quebec this time.

In September, after a thregveek second visjia Quebe«
family returned fom Honduras with three siblirgy It is
their second adoption project from Honduras;
previously they had adopted orgarl. Now these four
AEEI AOAT EIET OEAEO DPAO.
family of five children.
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The Sisters are having a very difficult time trying to
respond to this unexpected disaster. It really has
overwhelmed them. Loan and Thuy are doittgeir
best to get us the information we nedd respond
effectively. The healthissues are particularly
worrisome. TDH will do more, but we first have to
acquire better information.Watch the TDH website
for updates.

BrendanCavanaughlfrendan@tdh.ca)

If you wish to help,
please send contributions
addressed to TDH Canada at
2520 Lionel Groulx,
Montreal, QC, H3J 1J8
Indicate on your cheque that it is for
Kontum relief.
Contributions can also be made by
credit card ~ please call Jose at
(514) 937-3325.

Also in September another Quebec fdgnivent to
Honduras for their first visiib meet their daughter. It
xAO A OAOU Cc¢iTA 1 AOAEN
AT A Oi ATEG8 4EAU AOA xA|
second trip.

In Honduras children available for adoption are usua
year or older for ouples younger than 40 year80

months and ugfor couples older than 40 years and 4
years and older for couples between 45 and 50 year:

Ecuador
TDH Ontario is in process of seeking an accreditatiol
do adoptions in Ecuador

For nore informatioron any prograrplease contact:
Manon Parentianon@tdh.c3
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In September we had the privilege of
receiving Mrs. Le Trang Dai, Director
Vung Tau 12 and 4rphanages, along
with Thuy and ban, our staff persons
from6 EAOT Ai 8 4EEO
was very different from others, in that
we were able to spend a lot of time
learning about O AT QuisiBnAaBd (
how we might be a part of it.

Trang Dai started as a Ministry (Social
Affairs)employee who was eventually
asked to take charge of a very small
orphanage which rented space in a
building in the city of Vung Tau. Trang
Dai was no stranger to adoption, for as
young womary a student in university,
in factz she herself adopted a bgeft
at the door of a student residence.

Trang Dai met the challenge of workin
with this orphanage with enthusiasm
and energy, and soon the orphanage
able to double its space as a second
attached building was added to the
orphanage. Trang Dai hackpeanded hel
role to care for not only orphaned and
abandoned babies, but also to take in
street children, children of prisoners, a
children with infectious diseases whon
no one else would take. Before long, |
center became an official Center for th
care of children with HIV/AIDS, and sh
developed her staff competencies and
her orphanageo sucha degreghat it
was recognized as a model center.

TDH has worked with Trang Dai since
Wodxh AT A TATU 1.
from her center.

Last year, wen Mr. Ba Son, Director of
Vung Tau 2, took his retirement, Trang
Dai was asked to take over the directic
of this orphanage as well.liad fallen
into considerable disrepair, and in a
matter of about 6 months, and with the
financial help of TDH, she wable to
transform the orphanage into a truly
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Le Trang

beautiful home for children. A few
months ago, the children who were ol
than 6 years were moved from Vung 1
1 to Vung Tau 2, and the children und
six who had been in Vung Tau 2 were
moved to Vung Tau Bhe continues to
develop programs for these older
children, including vocational training,
sports programs, and special educatio

With some help from TDH, but most o
the funding coming from France, Tran
Dai then turned her attention to what
had for yars been her dream. Realizin
that many of the children who were
given up for adoption had come from
Long Hai, a particularly poor region of
the province, Trang Dai wanted to do
something that would have an impact
the lives of the children from this rem.
The Long Hai Centé€k/ungTau 4is a
social protection center which receives
children who may or may not be
orphaned. All of them come from very
difficult circumstances, many of them
living with grandparents, uncles and
aunts, or older brothers or $&ss who
cannot fully take care of them. What
40AT ¢C S$AESO AAT O/
children is a place where they can con
for daycare, trade training, meals, or
respite care. They can go home at nig
or on weekends, or can stay for extent
periods. Socid assistance will be offere
to the guardians of the children as
needed and as available. Additionally,
she will receive children with HIV/AIDS

W -
IRl z - ;
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Dai 6s Dr

for whom the parents need care for the
children during the day or whilgarents
work, and then they can go honfier
nights and weekendsShe will also be
open to accepting pregnant or newly
delivered single mom&ho need a plact
to stayuntil they can reestablish
themselves and returrusually with theil
child, to their normal lives.

With money raised in the TDidndraisel
in Quebec, TDH Canada will contribut:
$40,000 to equip thd.ong Hai Canter, 1
buy playground equipment and 50
bicycles for Vung Tau 2 (the children
must ride bikes to school), and to supg
needed equipment for Vung Tau 1.

Another change weidcussed was the
need to find sponsors for the children
who would not be adopted (about 100
currently). Trang Daivould like to
encourage adoptive parents to accept
sponsor one child at the time they ado
a child (or even better before, so they
adually meet the child when they go tc
Vietnam). In order to encourage paren
in this project, she has suggested that
parents come to the orphanage on on
morning to meet their children, and the
to spend the day watching the way the
nannies care for thehdldren, learning
the routine of their child, getting familia
with their early environment, and
learning about the orphanage and its
work by visiting the other children, eve
the other two centers.

v 4
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The children at the new Long Hai Center

Please seéeisionon paged
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Trang Dai described to us how happ
the children were win they learned
that they had a sponsor. When they
receive mail from their sponsors they
run around the orphanage showing &
their friends their letter from their
Canadian (or American or French)
parents. They are so excited that
someone cares especiallgl O OE
OE AT 0 8 -fie dofiars @ lonth is
small price to pay for bringing such
happiness to a child who has so little

To learn more about tissponsorship
program email brendan@tdh.ca.

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.c
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Upon signing a commitment to sponsor a
AEEI A &£EOI i OEA 601
001 OAAOQGEIT T #AT OAO
name, birthdate and social situation. Onc:
year you will receive an update letter and
photo of your sponsored child. The amou
of your sponsorship will be used for the
betterment of the children of the Center as
whole and not specificallfor the child you
sponsor alone. Sponsorship payment is t
be made by bank transfer. This
commitment can be cancelled by either
party at anytime. Sponsorship ceases wh
the child reaches the age of 18, is adopter
returned to his/her biological family, or
should the child die. Continued sponsorsl
of the Center or of another child may be
arranged.

this progran.
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Thanh Nam is one of the children
currently being sponsored under

An Autumn Picni@-«kindling connections

The weather was great, a perfect Fall day. The riversit
cottage site was very comfortable. The sky was blue ¢
the golds, red and yellows of the Fall Colors of the tres
were beautiful. The drive was easy amdiaxing. The fooc
was plentiful. The children were well behaved; no one
in the river. The datb-be who hosted the event

OAT AOEAA OEAO EA x1 Ol Adhé

could just use the boat in his driveway as a playgroun:
was a great dy!

L}

play structureever. The kids loved being the crew!

Conversations flowed easily among the ten families.
Some were from Quebec; some were from Ontario; ar
all of them had children from the orphanages that Trar
Dai supervises. They had come to know each other

Our host's speedboat, safely sitting on its trailer, was the best

through their adoptions. Thuy, Loan andahg Dai wer
warmly received and chatted with everyone.

The highlight was the warm, engaging presentation tl
Trang Dai made to the group sitting in a circle on the
grassy front yard of the cottage. It was sincere, focus
well delivered with just theight touch of emotion to
affect the hearts of everyone there.

From left to right:
Philippe, TrangDai, Mathieu (HongDanh), Sandra, Loan

Thelegacyof the picnic was the development of a
Distribution List of people who want to support Trang
Dai and her orphanages. It was a wonderful picnic wi
terrific result. Thanks to everyw who attended.

To join the Distribution List for supporters of Trang Di
and her centres please emailendan@tdh.ca.
BrendanCavanaughlfrendan@tdh.ca)
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The QUEBEC GAIFA om Dr eam

It drizzled on the smartldressed people hurrying
down Saint Amboise Street, along the canal Wes
of Atwater market, to look for theprosaially
named TDH Canada fundrais€@ & O |

2 A A lsiuététi@t the not so prosaically named

$ OA

O$i I ET ET T .7BAt@ dicEnbt@adnhen
the spirits of the participants in the First Annual
Gala of TDHCanadan Quebec.

Met at the door and guided inside by a cluster of
smiling girls, and one boy, dressed in the silken
colors of the traditional Viethamese Ao Dai, they
entered the spaciousoom to find a milling crowd
of about 350 people. The decor was simple,
geometric black/white modern. The music was
AT 1 OAl pT OAOU8 )OO xAO A

The catereréwaitresses wove among the guests
bearing tray after tray ohors d'oeuvesz like

spare ribs and chicken wings and more exotic
things. Other neatly dressed waiters circulated
silver trays loaded with stemware of wine. People
wandered over to sample from the cheese
presentation generously provided by Agropur anc
then moved around the edge of the room to see
what was offered at the Silent Auction.

t o F

The past and present glitterati of Quebec
television and cinema were present as were
representatives of the financial community and
business community. Mme and M. Tran Van
Thuy, ConsuGeneral of Vietnam, were present
representing the Viethamese Ambassador, M.
Nguyen Duc Hung, as were the Directors of majo
Foundations and major film producers such as M.
Luc Wiseman and M. Michel Trudel.

A nostalgic moment was created by Véronique
Bellveau, who emerged from retirement to sing
song about the unseen but deeply felt presence
of the Vietnamese birth mother in the lives of the
adoptive family. Véronique, herself deeply moved
by the words asmadoptive mother of two
children from Vietnam, found it a challenge to
hold back her own tears.

But it was not an evening devoted to
entertainment, it was an evening devoted to the
OAOAT OO OPi OO0 T &£ ! OAOE
was riveted on the stagerhen mistress of
ceremonies Pascallontpetit appeared at the
microphone; she had donated a portfolio of her
own sketches to the silent auction. Claude
Meunier took over the mike to cajole the crowd
into a rousing participation in a Public Auction of
significant gifts donated to TDH by generous
benefactors. Benoit Briére and Laurent Paquin
contributed their own brand of humour to the
event. There were some knowledgeable wine
connoisseurs in the group, and they showed a
most generous appreciation of the quats of
wine donated by a number of benefactors. The
items for Public Auction from Vietnam included a
unique piece of embroidery art whose high level
quality was certified by the Government of
Vietnam and a beautifustring of black pearls
from South Vieham.

It was the first ch event organized by TDH
10 AAAAG 'TTEA #1 01 EAO

Please seeGalaon pages
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, AT U AT A OEAEO OOGAITAO
amazement the event was not only sold out, but
regretfully people had to be turned away because
of the room occupacy limitation. The event
produced over $8@00, a respectable sum by

AT UTTA8O0 I AAOGOOA I O A

The expenses of the event were paid for, but no
organizational expenses were deducted. All of
the money raised is earmarked for the support of
projects with children such as: the urgently
needed operation for a child who is blind,
donated by M. Michel Trudel: $3000, (the
operation actually took place in Singapore on
October 7); equipment for the new Center in
Long Hai, the Vung Tau 1 orphanage and for
bicycles and playground equipment for the
children in Vung Tau 2: $41,000; needs of Kontur
orphanage: $11,000; and sponsorship of children
in Ben Tre province, allowing the poorest childrer
in the province to attend school: $20,000, plus
some setaside fa other smaller projects
envisaged in the near future.

But life is fragile. Within days of the event, before
any of the funds could be dispersed to the
planned projects, the first $4000 was sent to buy
Xo O1T106 T £ OEAA ET +11
to the desperate needs of ové00 children
suddenly faced with the loss their homes and the
entire infrastructure of their lives as the floods of
Typhoon Ketsana overwhelmed the orphanages
of Kontum, Vietnam and deposited a thick layer
of mud crushing the crapinto the ground and

the reducing the material of their lives to a
sodden, stinking heap. And now the spectre of
disease threatens them further.

TDH is coordinatin@ crisis intervention program,
and will be sending more funds shortly as soon a:
a secue response route can be set up, and an
appropriate supply source can be firmly identified
which matches the clear identification of needs.

BrendanCavanaughlfrendan@tdh.ca)

Dragonfly Campaig#vietnam KitchefTreasures

V\ﬁ Nabeautifulbasket filled with Vietnareseitems for the
kitchen worth over $75With each $5 (+$1.25 shipping)
purchase ofidragonfly you are eligibléor a chance ta/VIN!
Not onlyare yougetting a very unique gift, yoware helping to
fight child poverty and defend child rightSontest closes

December 10, 2009.

These beautiful dragonflies balance easily on your

finger tip and make a wonderful adan to
birthday loot bags or as a small tokémany

number of the people whose contribution to our
daily lives is always appreciated, but seldom
recognized.Also a lovely Christmas
tree ornament or package

decoration!

Purchase dragonflies atvww.tdhd ragonfly.com
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