
  

Typhoon Ketsana landed and slammed 
into central Vietnam on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2009 surprising 
everyone with its destruction. Death 
counts approach 100. It brought 
flooding and winds of up to 144 kph. 
Some 170,000 were evacuated from its 
path. 
 

The typhoon landed in mid-afternoon, 
about 60 kilometers south of Danang, 
after building up strength over the 
South China Sea. In Quang Nam 
province, two people were killed by 
falling trees, and another by a falling 

Urgent Aid Needed! Ketsana Clubs Kontum! 

 
 
 

Statistics : 3rd Quarter - 2009 
There have been 15 proposals to Ontario families between July 1 and 
September 30, 2009, including 10 boys and 5 girls. Among these 15 children 
there was one set of twins (boy,girl);  13 children were from Vung Tau and 2 
from Go Vap.  Most of the referrals made in this period were to families 
whose documents went to Vietnam during late 2007, early 2008. 
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power line. In Thua Thien Hue province three died, one of them a 3-year old 
who drowned in a flooded home. There were more deaths in Danang and the 
provinces of Binh Dinh and Quang Hai. The rivers rose. Many homes were 
flooded, and several mountainous districts have been isolated by mudslides. 

 

As the storm moved inland across Vietnam toward Laos, nine people died in 
Kon Tum province in the Central Highlands, Vietnamese disaster official 

Nguyen Van Vy said. The Sisters 
of the Miraculous Medal in 
Kontum, who direct the 
orphanages that TDH supports 
in that province, suffered heavy 
losses. The Sisters till the land to 
feed their several hundred 
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÒÐÈÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ +ÅÔÓÁÎÁȭs 
water and winds wiped out the 
rice and vegetable crop. Vinh 
Son 2 was flooded out and the 

mailto:info@tdh.ca
http://www.tdhontario.tdh.ca/


 
 
 
 
 
  

children moved to the wooden church and the seminary 
and convent. The small houses of Vinh Son 3 and 4 lost 
everything: clothes, educational materials, computers, 
books, furniture, even mosquito netting; and the 
mosquitos are breeding fiercely. 
 

The villagers are coming to the Sisters seeking food and 
shelter, but the Sisters have nothing to give them. As the 
water recedes and the winds die down, the layer of mud is 
everywhere often crushing the crops and the stench of 
sodden and rotting materials rises. Lack of food is forcing 
the villagers to eat the storm-dead animals. People are 
getting sick. The risk of a cholera outbreak is growing 
each day. The electricity went down. There is no clean 
water. There is no rice. The children of Kontum are facing 
severe problems as are the villagers. 
 

TDH has contacted other groups interested in Kontum 
and is trying to coordinate a response. We have direct 
contact with the Sisters and have established that rice is 
available in the nearby city (at elevated prices). We have 
immediately sent the Sisters $4000 US to buy 10 tons of 
rice. Just one orphanage needs about 70 kg a day for the 
children. But then there are the adults and the villagers 
who also need food. 

The Sisters are having a very difficult time trying to 
respond to this unexpected disaster. It really has 
overwhelmed them. Loan and Thuy are doing their 
best to get us the information we need to respond 
effectively.  The health issues are particularly 
worrisome. TDH will do more, but we first have to 
acquire better information.  Watch the TDH website 
for updates. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 
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Also in September another Quebec family went to 
Honduras for their first visit to meet their daughter. It 
×ÁÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÍÁÔÃÈȠ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ȬÐÁÐÉȭ 
ÁÎÄ ȬÍÁÍÉȭȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÎÏ× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
second trip. 
 

In Honduras children available for adoption are usually 1 
year or older for couples younger than 40 years, 30 
months and up for couples older than 40 years and 4 
years and older for couples between 45 and 50 years old. 
 

Ecuador 
TDH Ontario is in process of seeking an accreditation to 
do adoptions in Ecuador. 
 
For more information on any program please contact: 

Manon Parent (manon@tdh.ca) 

Ukraine 
The Ukraine program continues to run strongly in 
Quebec with many families having already received 
children, about half of them under the age of three.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents in Ontario 
ÔÏÏȦ  "Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 4$(ȭÓ 5ËÒÁÉÎÅ 
program with anyone considering adoption options. 
  

Honduras 
We received our accreditation to do adoptions from 
Honduras last summer, but we have only received one 
application from Ontario thus far. So, all the news of 
Honduras is really from Quebec this time. 
 

In September, after a three-week second visit, a Quebec 
family returned from Honduras with three siblings. It is 
their second adoption project from Honduras; 
previously they had adopted one girl. Now these four 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÂÏÒÎ ÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á 
family of five children. 

Program Updates: 
 
 

 

If you wish to help,  
please send contributions 

addressed to TDH Canada at:  
 2520 Lionel Groulx,  

Montreal, QC, H3J 1J8 
Indicate on your cheque that it is for 

Kontum relief.  
Contributions can also be made by 

credit card ~ please call Jose at 
(514) 937-3325. 

 

mailto:manon@tdh.ca


 
In September we had the privilege of 
receiving Mrs. Le Trang Dai, Director of 
Vung Tau 1, 2 and 4 orphanages, along 
with Thuy and Loan, our staff persons 
from 6ÉÅÔÎÁÍȢ 4ÈÉÓ ȰÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÖÉÓÉÔ 
was very different from others, in that 
we were able to spend a lot of time 
learning about 4ÒÁÎÇ $ÁÉȭÓ vision, and 
how we might be a part of it.  
 

Trang Dai started as a Ministry (Social 
Affairs) employee who was eventually 
asked to take charge of a very small 
orphanage which rented space in a 
building in the city of Vung Tau. Trang 
Dai was no stranger to adoption, for as a 
young woman ɀ a student in university, 
in fact ɀ she herself adopted a baby left 
at the door of a student residence. 
 

Trang Dai met the challenge of working 
with this orphanage with enthusiasm 
and energy, and soon the orphanage was 
able to double its space as a second 
attached building was added to the 
orphanage. Trang Dai had expanded her 
role to care for not only orphaned and 
abandoned babies, but also to take in 
street children, children of prisoners, and 
children with infectious diseases whom 
no one else would take.  Before long, her 
center became an official Center for the 
care of children with HIV/AIDS, and she 
developed her staff competencies and 
her orphanage to such a degree that it 
was recognized as a model center.  
 

TDH has worked with Trang Dai since 
ΨΦΦΧȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ȰÏÕÒȱ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÃÏÍÅ 
from her center. 
 

Last year, when Mr. Ba Son, Director of 
Vung Tau 2, took his retirement, Trang 
Dai was asked to take over the direction 
of this orphanage as well. It had fallen 
into considerable disrepair, and in a 
matter of about 6 months, and with the 
financial help of TDH, she was able to 
transform the orphanage into a truly 

Vision in Action: Mrs. Le Trang Daiõs Dream 
beautiful home for children.   A few 
months ago, the children who were older 
than 6 years were moved from Vung Tau 
1 to Vung Tau 2, and the children under 
six who had been in Vung Tau 2 were 
moved to Vung Tau 1. She continues to 
develop programs for these older 
children, including vocational training, 
sports programs, and special education. 
 

With some help from TDH, but most of 
the funding coming from France, Trang 
Dai then turned her attention to what 
had for years been her dream. Realizing 
that many of the children who were 
given up for adoption had come from 
Long Hai, a particularly poor region of 
the province, Trang Dai wanted to do 
something that would have an impact on 
the lives of the children from this region. 
The Long Hai Center (VungTau 4) is a 
social protection center which receives 
children who may or may not be 
orphaned. All of them come from very 
difficult circumstances, many of them 
living with grandparents, uncles and 
aunts, or older brothers or sisters who 
cannot fully take care of them. What 
4ÒÁÎÇ $ÁÉȭÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
children is a place where they can come 
for daycare, trade training, meals, or 
respite care. They can go home at night 
or on weekends, or can stay for extended 
periods.  Social assistance will be offered 
to the guardians of the children as 
needed and as available. Additionally, 
she will receive children with HIV/AIDS 

Please see Vision  on page 4 
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for whom the parents need care for the 
children during the day or while parents 
work, and then they can go home for 
nights and weekends.  She will also be 
open to accepting pregnant or newly-
delivered single moms who need a place 
to stay until they can re-establish 
themselves and return, usually with their 
child, to their normal lives. 
 

With money raised in the TDH fundraiser 
in Quebec, TDH Canada will contribute 
$40,000 to equip the  Long Hai Canter, to 
buy playground equipment and 50 
bicycles for Vung Tau 2 (the children 
must ride bikes to school), and to supply 
needed equipment for Vung Tau 1. 
 

Another change we discussed was the 
need to find sponsors for the children 
who would not be adopted (about 100 
currently).  Trang Dai would like to 
encourage adoptive parents to accept to 
sponsor one child at the time they adopt 
a child (or even better before, so they can 
actually meet the child when they go to 
Vietnam). In order to encourage parents 
in this project, she has suggested that 
parents come to the orphanage on one 
morning to meet their children, and then 
to spend the day watching the way the 
nannies care for the children, learning 
the routine of their child, getting familiar 
with their early environment, and 
learning about the orphanage and its 
work by visiting the other children, even 
the other two centers. 
 

The children at the new Long Hai Center 



 
Trang Dai described to us how happy 
the children were when they learned 
that they had a sponsor. When they 
receive mail from their sponsors they 
run around the orphanage showing all 
their friends their letter from their 
Canadian (or American or French) 
parents. They are so excited that 
someone cares especially ÆÏÒ ȰÊÕÓÔ 
ÔÈÅÍȱȢ 4×ÅÎÔÙ-five dollars a month is a 
small price to pay for bringing such 
happiness to a child who has so little. 
 

To learn more about this sponsorship 
program email brendan@tdh.ca. 
 

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca) 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

through their adoptions.  Thuy, Loan and Trang Dai were 
warmly received and chatted with everyone. 
 

The highlight was the warm, engaging presentation that 
Trang Dai made to the group sitting in a circle on the 
grassy front yard of the cottage. It was sincere, focused, 
well delivered with just the right touch of emotion to 
affect the hearts of everyone there. 

Vision  from page 3 
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The weather was great, a perfect Fall day. The riverside 
cottage site was very comfortable. The sky was blue and 
the golds, red and yellows of the Fall Colors of the trees 
were beautiful. The drive was easy and relaxing. The food 
was plentiful. The children were well behaved; no one fell 
in the river.  The dad-to-be who hosted the event 
ÒÅÍÁÒËÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÕÙ Á ÊÕÎÇÌÅ ÇÙÍ ɀ he 
could just use the boat in his driveway as a playground. It 
was a great day! 

An Autumn Picnic: re-kindling connections 

 
Conversations flowed easily among the ten families. 
Some were from Quebec; some were from Ontario; and 
all of them had children from the orphanages that Trang 
Dai supervises. They had come to know each other 

From left to right: 
Philippe, Trang-Dai, Mathieu (Hong-Danh), Sandra, Loan 

Our host's speedboat, safely sitting on its trailer, was the best 
play structure ever. The kids loved being the crew! 
 

The legacy of the picnic was the development of a 
Distribution List of people who want to support Trang 
Dai and her orphanages. It was a wonderful picnic with a 
terrific result. Thanks to everyone who attended. 
 

To join the Distribution List for supporters of Trang Dai 
and her centres please email brendan@tdh.ca. 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

 
 

 

Thanh Nam is one of the children 
currently being sponsored under 
this program. 

Upon signing a commitment to sponsor a 
ÃÈÉÌÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 6ÕÎÇ 4ÁÕ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
name, birthdate and social situation.  Once a 
year you will receive an update letter and 
photo of your sponsored child.  The amount 
of your sponsorship will be used for the 
betterment of the children of the Center as a 
whole and not specifically for the child you 
sponsor alone.  Sponsorship payment is to 
be made by bank transfer.  This 
commitment can be cancelled by either 
party at any time.  Sponsorship ceases when 
the child reaches the age of 18, is adopted, 
returned to his/her biological family, or 
should the child die.  Continued sponsorship 
of the Center or of another child may be 
arranged. 
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It drizzled on the smartly dressed people hurrying 
down Saint Amboise Street, along the canal West 
of Atwater market, to look for the prosaically 
named TDH Canada fundraiser Ȱ&ÒÏÍ $ÒÅÁÍ ÔÏ 
2ÅÁÌÉÔÙȱ situated at the not so prosaically named 
Ȱ$ÏÍÉÎÉÏÎ 7ÁÒÅÈÏÕÓÅȱ.  But it did not dampen 
the spirits of the participants in the First Annual 
Gala of TDH Canada in Quebec. 
  
Met at the door and guided inside by a cluster of 
smiling girls, and one boy, dressed in the silken 
colors of the traditional Vietnamese Ao Dai, they 
entered the spacious room to find a milling crowd 
of about 350 people. The decor was simple, 
geometric black/white modern. The music was 
ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÃÌÁÓÓÙ ȰÃÏÃËÔÁÉÌ ÄÉÎÁÔÏÉÒÅȱȢ 
  
The caterersȭ waitresses wove among the guests 
bearing tray after tray of hors d'oeuvres ɀ like 
spare ribs and chicken wings and more exotic 
things. Other neatly dressed waiters circulated 
silver trays loaded with stemware of wine. People 
wandered over to sample from the cheese 
presentation generously provided by Agropur and 
then moved around the edge of the room to see 
what was offered at the Silent Auction. 

The past and present glitterati of Quebec 
television and cinema were present as were 
representatives of the financial community and 
business community. Mme and M. Tran Van 
Thuy, Consul General of Vietnam, were present 
representing the Vietnamese Ambassador, M. 
Nguyen Duc Hung, as were the Directors of major 
Foundations and major film producers such as M. 
Luc Wiseman and M. Michel Trudel. 
 
A nostalgic moment was created by Véronique 
Belliveau, who emerged from retirement to sing 
&ÒÁÎÃÉÓ #ÁÂÒÅÌȭÓ -ÁÄÅÍÏÉÓÅÌÌÅ ,ȭÁÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ, a sweet 
song about the unseen but deeply felt presence 
of the Vietnamese birth mother in the lives of the 
adoptive family. Véronique, herself deeply moved 
by the words as an adoptive mother of two 
children from Vietnam, found it a challenge to 
hold back her own tears. 
  
But it was not an evening devoted to 
entertainment, it was an evening devoted to the 
ÒÁÕÃÏÕÓ ÓÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ !ÕÃÔÉÏÎȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
was riveted on the stage when mistress of 
ceremonies Pascale Montpetit appeared at the 
microphone; she had donated a portfolio of her 
own sketches to the silent auction. Claude 
Meunier took over the mike to cajole the crowd 
into a rousing participation in a Public Auction of 
significant gifts donated to TDH by generous 
benefactors. Benoit Brière and Laurent Paquin 
contributed their own brand of humour to the 
event.  There were some knowledgeable wine 
connoisseurs in the group, and they showed a 
most generous appreciation of the quartets of 
wine donated by a number of benefactors. The 
items for Public Auction from Vietnam included a 
unique piece of embroidery art whose high level 
quality was certified by the Government of 
Vietnam and a beautiful string of black pearls 
from South Vietnam. 
 
It was the first such event organized by TDH 
1ÕÅÂÅÃȭÓ !ÎÎÉÅ #ÏÒÍÉÅÒȟ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ 0ÉÅÒÒÅ 

The QUEBEC GALA ~ òFrom Dream to Realityó 
 

Please see Gala  on page 6 



 
 
 
 

WWWiii nnn a beautiful basket filled with Vietnamese items for the 

kitchen worth over $75!  With each $5 (+$1.25 shipping) 
purchase of a dragonfly you are eligible for a chance to WIN!  
Not only are you getting a very unique gift, you are helping to 
fight child poverty and defend child rights. Contest closes 
December 10, 2009.   

These beautiful dragonflies balance easily on your 
finger tip and make a wonderful addition to 
birthday loot bags or as a small token to any 

number of the people whose contribution to our 
daily lives is always appreciated, but seldom 

recognized.  Also a lovely Christmas 
tree ornament or package 
decoration! 

 
Purchase dragonflies at:  www.tdhdragonfly.com 

!ÐÐÒÏØȢ ÓÉÚÅ Ϊȱ
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Dragonfly Campaign ~ Vietnam Kitchen Treasures 
 

,ÁÍÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÅÌÌÁÒ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4Ï ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ 
amazement the event was not only sold out, but 
regretfully people had to be turned away because 
of the room occupancy limitation. The event 
produced over $80,000, a respectable sum by 
ÁÎÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÆÉÒÓÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔȢ 
 
The expenses of the event were paid for, but no 
organizational expenses were deducted. All of 
the money raised is earmarked for the support of 
projects with children such as: the urgently 
needed operation for a child who is blind, 
donated by M. Michel Trudel: $3000, (the 
operation actually took place in Singapore on 
October 7); equipment for the new Center in 
Long Hai, the Vung Tau 1 orphanage and for 
bicycles and playground equipment for the 
children in Vung Tau 2: $41,000; needs of Kontum 
orphanage: $11,000; and sponsorship of children 
in Ben Tre province, allowing the poorest children 
in the province to attend school: $20,000, plus 
some set-aside for other smaller projects 
envisaged in the near future. 

But life is fragile. Within days of the event, before 
any of the funds could be dispersed to the 
planned projects, the first $4000 was sent to buy 
ΧΦ ÔÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÒÉÃÅ ÉÎ +ÏÎÔÕÍȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ 4$(ȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ 
to the desperate needs of over 500 children 
suddenly faced with the loss their homes and the 
entire infrastructure of their lives as the floods of 
Typhoon Ketsana overwhelmed the orphanages 
of Kontum, Vietnam and deposited a thick layer 
of mud crushing the crops into the ground and 
the reducing the material of their lives to a 
sodden, stinking heap. And now the spectre of 
disease threatens them further.  
 
TDH is coordinating a crisis intervention program, 
and will be sending more funds shortly as soon as 
a secure response route can be set up, and an 
appropriate supply source can be firmly identified 
which matches the clear identification of needs.  
 

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca) 

 

Gala  from page 5 


