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Toronto Gala Fundraiser Inside This Issue

By Carolyn Baurenschmidt (carolyn@tdh.ca)

) ) ) ) Toronto Gala Fundraiser 1
TDH Ontario’s first Charity Gala was held at Le Jardin : _
- . A - Vietnam Adoption Program 1
Banquet Hall in Woodbridge, Ontario on April 24. 190 .
. X Program and Province Announcements 2
tickets were sold and $18,000 was collected in the ,
Vietnam and TDH Announcements and News 4

course of the evening which will largely be contributed
to the orphanage in Vung Tau to improve living
conditions for more than 100 children living there. The

Families with Children from Vietnam 4

FundraisingCampai gns and Proj®cts con

fund-raiser was the initiative of Christine Morra and oThe Listo 6
Sebastian Palmieri, who enthusiastically carried the

event to its successful conclusion. They provided a

beautifully decorated venue with cascading white Vietham Adobption Prog ram
tablecloths, a dragonfly and program at each setting, By Héléne Parisien (helenegdh ca)

colourful floral centerpieces, an open bar, raffle and

. There have been 10 proposals to Ontario families
Please see Fundraisers on page 5

between January 1 and March 31, including 4 boys
and 6 girls. Among these 10 children there were 1
older child, and 1 child with special needs.

g J”

5 children were from Vung Tau, 1 was from Tra Vinh,
1 from Hoa Binh, 2 from Quang Ninh, and 1 from Ho
Chi Minh City.

Most of the referrals made in this period were to

families whose documents went to Vietnam in late

Back Row (L to R): Manon Parent, Carolyn Baurenschmidt, Sebastian summer of 2007.
Palmieri, José Garcia (TDH Comptroller), Nadia Lutskaya (Eastern

European Program Director), Brendan Cavanaugh.

Front Row: Christine Morra, Dorinda Cavanaugh

Contact Us

Your phone calls are received at (613) 482-6306, Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm. Due to the intricate nature of our conversations the phone
lines are often tied up. Please leave a message or send an email so we can follow up with you in an efficient manner.

Questions about getting started and about various steps in the adoption process contact:

Manon Parent, Adoption Program Coordinator at manon@tdh.ca OR

Héléne Parisien, Executive Administrative Assistant at helene@tdh.ca. Héléne is the lead contact once you receive your proposal.
For the moment Manon will also be handling calls regarding fundraising and related information.

If additional information or discussion is needed contact:
Dorinda Cavanaugh, Director at dorinda@tdh.ca

Newsletter comments, content submissions and suggestions contact:
Sharon Kashino at sharonkashino@sympatico.ca or 9o5-828-6521

Manon and Héléne are always ready to answer your questions!




Page 2

TDH Ontario Quarterly

Program and Province Announcements

By Dorinda Cavanaugh (Dorinda@tdh.ca)

[ recently returned from a ten day visit to Vietnam. | was
able to be present for the adoption of two children,
(including one in which the birthmom met with the
adoptive parents), before the work of the trip began in
earnest.

Vung Tau 1 and ZTrang Dai, director of Vung Tau 1
and now of Vung Tau 2 as well, took us to visit Vung Tau
2 and showed us all the renovations that were
underway. She had submitted to the government a
request for some minimum funding with the information
that this would be a 3 year project. In fact, in three
months, most of the major reconstruction is done, and
she is beginning landscaping, interior structures,
furniture and equipment, and the major move of
children. Having given an initial donation of $24,000, we
pledged another $36,000 which will allow the
completion of all the work, interior and exterior, and the
implementation of some programs for the children.
Attached are some photos of the renovations, and |
hope you will agree that she has done an amazing job.

@lthough | did not come home with large numbers
of child proposals in hand, we expect that these
will follow shortly as a result of this visit and the

new agreements we have with Vung Tau, Ben Tre,

and Ho Chi Minh City.5

This week the children who are 7 years and older will be
moved from Vung Tau 1 to Vung Tau 2, and the under-7
children in Vung Tau 2 will move to Vung Tau 1.

We also discussed adoptions for the coming year, and
Trang Dai, without making an absolute commitment, of
course, said that she will try to double the number of
children that we receive this year. Since there were 12
adoptions from Vung Tau for Ontario, we can project a
possible 24.

| also visited the orphanage at Vung Tau 3and Mme
Hong was also willing to consider signing 2 agreements
with us - one for Ontario and one for Quebec. So we are
also hoping here that numbers of adoptions from this
orphanage will increase.

On Friday we visited Ben Treorphanage, the newest of
the provinces where we are working. The first adoption
is now finalized there, one we were able to do before the
agreement was even signed because the child was
considered as having special needs. At this point the
agreement ($90,000 per year for 3 years) has been
signed by both sides and approved by the People's
Committee and the Department of International
Adoption. We met with the provincial Department of
Social Affairs, which reviewed the first steps taken in
implementing Part 1 of our project. This is a series of
scholarships for 100 of the poorest children of the
province, allowing them to go to high school. The
province has requested suggested candidates from each
region/district of the province, and has interviewed each
child and visited the child in his/her home. Thus 100
children will be selected. We will receive the profile of
each child, and there will be strict requirements and
conditions which must be met in order that the child
keeps the scholarship.

There is also in the province a project for street children
which had been run for a number of years by TDH
Lausanne. They have now dropped this project to
concentrate on other regions of the world, and Ben Tre
has asked us if we can take it over, at least for a few
months until they can find alternate funding. This we did
for the months or April and May.

Please see Program on page 3
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Program from page 2

In terms of adoptions, | saw about 15 children in Ben Tre
orphanage, all of whom have been assigned to Spain. We
were assured that the next children to be received would be
ours.

One of the saddest moments of my visit there was in seeing
a little girl of about 5 or 6 who suffered from
hydrocephalus. Her head, about the size of a large
pumpkin, gave evidence of a lack of cognitive functioning,
but it was clear that she was suffering nonetheless. Even
more tragic was a little girl just arrived a few days previous
of just 2 months old, who was just beginning to show the
signs of hydrocephalus: slightly enlarged head, eyes which
were not quite able to focus. We know that it is only a
matter of time before this beautiful child will be much the
same as the other child. This malady is completely
preventable in Canada with a relatively simple surgical
procedure which inserts a shunt into the brain cavities
which then drains into the abdomen, or alternatively ETV,
perforation of the lower section of the third ventricle,
allowing the Cerebrospinal fluid to drain. But the
technology (or will or know-how or prioritization) does not
exist in Vietnam, and so these children are condemned to a
life of suffering and death at a young age. We have
discussed this issue at the Board, and will look into the
possibility of some Canadian doctors or a hospital or
university who may be willing to undertake a mission to
Vietnam to train Vietnamese doctors in this procedure

On Saturday, Thuy and | took a plane to Kontum province
where we visited the orphanage run by the sisters where 8
teens from College Ste-Anne in Lachine (Quebec) had
worked in the fall. The sisters were so pleased to see us
again, and are looking forward to another group of
students next year. We were able to bring a donation of
$4000 USD to cover the cost of fertilizer for the 12 hectares
of young rubber plants which the sisters are carefully
tending, as well as some scholarships for the children. This

project offers real potential for self-sufficiency for these 500

children, as when the rubber trees are fully grown (in 5
years), they will produce a profit of $7000 per hectare each
year. Additionally, the sisters showed us a small patch of
fledgling cacao plants, which they will try to grow and
expand, adding to their crops of coffee, peanuts, bananas,
papayas, rice, manioc, and other vegetables which serve as
daily fare for the children, or income for the orphanage.

We returned on Monday to go to Tra Vinhorphanage,
where | saw three of the babies who are in the process of
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adoption. There has not been any significant change here,
but in fact we are the only agency working in Tra Vinh.
Things continue to go smoothly here.

On Tuesday, we had a meeting with the Department of
Justice of Ho Chi Minh CityThis was the third or fourth
time we had begged them for an opening to allow us to be
accredited in this city. This time, the vice-director of the
department was present, and she allowed us to work with
one of the orphanages to develop a project - the sine qua
non of an accreditation. We immediately went to Go Vap
orphanage, where we obtained the enthusiastic
agreement of Mme Thao, the director. She agreed that the
project would be dated in April, to go into effect on May 1.
If the People's Committee of Ho Chi Minh City approves
the project, we will be accredited and can begin to do
adoptions in that city.

On my last day, | assisted at the examination of two
special needs children. One little boy of 8 months is blind
because of detached retinas, probably due to prematurity,
with consequent congenital glaucoma. We have a
wonderful Quebec family who is willing to adopt him. A
second child of 3 months has arthrogriposis, a rare
congenital disorder characterized by multiple joint
contractures. A family from Ontario is seriously
considering this child, as we wait for further updates on his
diagnosis.

So that was the trip. Although | did not come home with
large numbers of child proposals in hand, we expect that
these will follow shortly as a result of this visit and the
new agreements we have with Vung Tau, Ben Tre, and Ho
Chi Minh City.

Thuy and some of the happy children at Vung Tau |l
enjoying the renovations.
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VIETNAM: CHANGES TO REGULATIONS

A new regulation has just been announced by the
Department of International Adoptions (DIA) which is
likely to have some effect on the length of the process.
Effective immediately, documents sent from the
Department of International Adoption to the
provinces (First letter, Second letter, parent dossier)
will no longer be able to be picked up by the agency
representatives and sent by EMS courier service to the
province. Instead, the DIA will send them by regular
mail. We estimate that this will lengthen the process
between child proposal and trip to Vietnam by about 3
weeks.

Additionally, the DIA is now requiring that the
adoption dossier of the couple be put up to date
before the match is made (previously, they had asked
us for updated documents only once the proposal was
made). Thus, TDH will inform you when it is time to
renew these documents, because at the time of the
proposal, the medical must be less than 6 months old
and the RCMP clearance less than 1 year old.

It is also worth noting that the homestudy and the
Ontario Ministry Letter of Approval are valid for 24
months from the time the Letter of Approval is signed.
This was previously 18 months.

- Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.ca)

TDH WITH FRIENDS IN HIGH PLACES

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has
appointed Marta Santos Pais of Portugal as his Special
Representative on Violence against Children at the
level of Assistant Secretary-General of the United
Nations.This is really good news. The long awaited
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on
Violence against Children has been finally appointed.
Marta Santos Pais is certainly one of the best choices
for this position. She is a long-term and very
committed child rights activist and a good old friend of
the Coordinator of the International Federation of
Terre des hommes and of Terre des Hommes itself. She
is known to many NGOs through her current position at
the UNICEF Innocenti Centre in Florence. The position
of Special Representative has the level of Assistant
Secretary-General in the UN which is a very high
position dedicated to children and reporting directly to
Ban Ki-Moon. - Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)
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VIETNAM: GENERAL INFORMATION

Many adoptive parents preparing to go to Vietnam
would like to upgrade their knowledge of Vietnam.
Others would like to gradually increase their
understanding and appreciation of Vietnam, its
history and its culture. For those with that interest |
would like to call your attention to a website that |
hope you will find useful. Internet Archive
http://www.archive.org/index.php. The Internet
Archive is a 5o1(c)(3) American non-profit
organization. Its large staff is building a digital library
of Internet sites and other cultural artifacts in digital
form. Like a paper library, it provides free access to
researchers, historians, scholars, and the general
public. They have a number of Vietnam items of
varied interest at the searched website address
http://www.archive.org/search.php?query=vietnam
O1 AARO OEA OAAOAE apeleddant
to join and submit your own data.

- Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)

FCV Toronto: Join Us

FCV (Families with Children from Vietnam)
Toronto is a group of families in the GTA and
surrounding areas who have adopted or are in
the process of adopting from Vietnam. Our
goal: to provide our children with

opportunities to meet o ther families with
children adopted from Vietnam and to honour
the Vietnamese culture through various
celebrations and informal get -togethers.

Our upcoming events include:

Annual Summer Picnic: Saturday 27 June
2009, 11lam-2pm

Autumn Outing to Avalon Organic Farm:
Saturday 26 September 2009, 11am
Celebration of Tet: Saturday 27 February
2010, 3-6pm

If you and your family would like to become
FCV members, please send an emalil
to: fcvtoronto -subsciibe @yahoogroups.com
Annual family membership (Jan to Dec) is only
$25 and includes access to our membership
directory.



http://www.archive.org/index.php
http://www.archive.org/search.php?query=vietnam
mailto:fcvtoronto-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Fundraisers from page 1

silent auction of various items donated for this event ranging
from manicures to art work. The performer chosen to help
celebrate this evening was singer Margret Maye who is a
devoted fundraiser for epilepsy. The MC’s for the evening
were Brendan Cavanaugh and Christine Palmieri.

Christine and Sebastian have been working on this fundraiser
since last fall. There enthusiasm never faltered, as they
worked tirelessly to bring everything together. Christine
mentioned that right up until the last few hours before the
fundraiser she was still selling tickets. Their organization,
attention to detail and support from many friends and family
certainly paid off. The Gala was an incredible success. The
evening of socializing, delicious food and enchanting music
was executed with grace and spirit. We were grateful for the
opportunity to meet several of our future and present
adoptive parents, some of which we had only known through
telephone and email communications. Parents from other
agencies also attended the evening to offer their support as
well. A huge thank you to all for an incredible Fundraiser!
We hope this will become an annual event and will grow with
your support and your participation in future years.

Creative Memories

Sharon Kashino organized a Lifebook session in Mississauga
and raised $35 for TDH. 25% of sales of scrapbooking
supplies will be donated to TDH until July 25, 2009. Shop
online at www.mycmsite.com/sharonkashino for delivery
direct to you. Thank you, from all the TDH staff. Every effort
is appreciated!

OA History of Radi

France and John Branderhorst, in conjunction with St.Thomas
Church, combined France’s love for theatre with a fundraiser
called ‘A History of Radio’. They started by gathering a group
of actors to re-enact old radio shows from the 40’s and 50’s.
St.Thomas Church graciously donated the space as well as
allowing for photocopies of flyers, tickets and scripts at no
charge. The Evening of Golden Radio was produced under the
St.Thomas Community Players who also made a charitable
contribution by covering the cost of the rights to perform the
Alan Bennett monologues. They we’re also granted
permission to use the Ellery Queen radio play which was
originally aired in 1943. France and John are pleased to

Your support contributes directly to the well-being of
children in orphanages. Even small fundraisers among your
families and friends can have an impact, providing help to
the children who will remain in orphanages, reminding them
that they are not forgotten. Small amounts collected by one
person or by several persons in concert can make a big
difference! Please think of things you can do.
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announce they raised $932 for the Vung Tau orphanage. A
warm thank you on behalf of the children from the TDH team
to The Branderhorsts and to St.Thomas Church.

The Dragonfly Campaign

One of humankind’s most ancient cultural icons is the
Odonata, the dragonfly: it represents the change of renewal
after great hardship. International adoption is such a change;
the abandoned child changes from a hard and short life in an
institution to become a son or daughter with a future.

Your $5.00 purchase of a dragonfly will buy one of the
following in Vietnam:

- milk for an infant for 3 days

- medication for 2 children for scabies treatment

- one day’s hospitalization for a sick child

- medication for AIDS or pneumonia ($10)

- eyeglasses for a child with vision problems

- schoolbooks and supplies for a month

- aweek’s worth of meals for a street child
Contact TDH to order dragonflies. (info@tdh.ca)

Water Buffalo Project

TDH is proud to participate in this program that is supervised
by the PEOPLES COMMITTEE (the local government) of the
villages where many impoverished families live. A water
buffalo can lead a poor family out of poverty and give them a
chance for a brighter future filled with hope and freedom from
hunger. Protein-rich milk, strength to till soil, manure to enrich
the land - the water buffalo provide so many benefits. A
farmer can plant four times more rice with a buffalo than he
can by himself. Water buffalo haul heavy loads to the market,
where the sale of extra produce brings in vital income for
clothing, medicine and school. By renting his water buffalo the
local farmer can increase his income and help his community.

The family who receives the animal must show that it is caring
for the water buffalo. They may not sell the buffalo or kill it for
meat. It is a loan until it is 2 years old and then it belongs to
them. The first calf of the water buffalo must be given to
another family in need under the same conditions.

YOUR GIFT OF $500 TO PURCHASE A WATER BUFFALO WILL
PROVIDE LONG-TERM BENEFITS TO A FAMILY IN NEED!

Vankleek Hill May Show

On May 16 & 17 TDH staff and family will be selling boutique
items from Vietnam and promoting the Dragonfly Campaign at
the Vankleek Hill May Show.


http://www.mycmsite.com/sharonkashino
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O4EA |, EOCOS
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Having been through the adoption process once with TDH, and being back in the queue myself now, plus having had
the opportunity to communicate with Dorinda on several occasions over the last few years about the list and also
with other families, | will attempt here to convey my understanding of the operation of this list, and answer the
common questions | have encountered. When a family first calls the agency, they are invited to fill out a preliminary
application form, which places them on the preliminary waitlist. This list is kept to about 40. One family moves off
this list and onto the waitlist for each family that receives a child referral, leaving an available space on the waitlist
(which is kept at about 140).

The wait list contains families requesting girls, boys, either gender, older kids, twins, siblings or specials needs. How
many are referred of each, and where families with those preferences are onthelist-A ODAAE AT 1 Umalekt.
EAOA OF AA1I AOI AGA A1l AAAOOAOA OATE AT A OEIi A AOOE
girls. Now more familiesarespeAE EUET ¢ OAEOEAOG6 | AEET ¢ OEA A@QAOAEO
OPAAEAU OAIT U8 1 O R&xGskufad, the nevipAi@ is th WA yiou yEuABiko@eall numbers, and
as you get closer to the top, more informationwil AA  AOAEI AAT A | OOAE AO OUI O
i 0O OOEAOA AOA 1T OAEOEAOOGER AT A w OCEOI 1T11Ué EI

When you are so deeply and personally invested in the list, it can be hard to understand, that it is in fact at times
fluid. 4 EAO EO O OAUh EOOO AAAAOOA UT O xAOA OEQGOE U2
mean you are now number five. Due to extenuating and special circumstances, sometimes on the part of the
receiving family, and sometimes on the part of the child being referred, there are exceptions to the numerical
proceeding of the list. Let me give a few examples:

Sometimes it is because the child is older, maybe even by just a few months. The recommended age on your
homestudy must be respected or an application to change the homestudy must be made through the Ministry.
Perhaps there is a sibling group or twins who can only be proposed to someone approved for this, or a special needs
adoption. Circumstances surrounding the receiving family may cause them to request to be put on hold, and then
rejoin the list, or a family may withdraw for one reason or another, either of these situations causing an anomaly in
the list. Sometimes (rarely, fortunately) a child dies or the adoption doesn't work for some other reason, and that
family needs to be given the next child that becomes available. And while the list generally operates with your
document to Vietnam date as your entry point onto the list, there can even be exceptions to this in some cases, be it
due to an administrative hold-up or other extenuating circumstances. Dorinda has an open ear and heart and should
a family have a legitimate issue that is impacted by their position on the wait list and that could cause their family
significant hardship, their concern will be taken into consideration. There is some margin for "discretionary"
decisions in this, occurring rarely but always justifiable; but generally involving private or confidential details.

So how often should you enquire about your position on the list, and will you ever receive an unsolicited update? If
you are just starting out checking in once every 3 months will give you a good idea of where you stand. You can look
forward to the quarterly updates in our new newsletter too! Once you are in the top 20, you are justified in checking
in as frequently as once a month. The TDH staff certainly appreciates the requirement we all have to plan our lives,
so yes, when you reach the point where your referral looks like it may come in the next few months, you will get a call
AOT 1T OEAI EZE OEAU EAOAT 80 Al O AHerBnlashBoAsHeanlashidk@dynipatichlch) O

Your comments, content submissions and suggestions are welcome! Please contact Sharon Kashino at: sharonkashino@sympatico.ca
To participate in interesting discussions on all things Vietnam and adoption please jointhA 9 AET T ' O OB O6 EAOT Al !

$/ .64 &1 2" %4A
TDH Ontario Family Picnic Sandbanks Provincial Park
Watch for details at: www.tdhontario.tdh.ca




