Dor i nda 0 santtheneplawt 01

Adoption Programs:
U Vietnam 1
U Ukraine, Honduras & Ecuador 3
3

Vung Tau 3Bala Fundraising Delivery

Presentation to Parentsala Gathering 4
WaterBuffalo Project$500 changes lives 7
Mission to Kontumstudent reflections 8

Family Fetres:
U Nadia, Ukraine 9
i Universal LanguagéBaby Massage 10
i Manon Parend Blessing5 11

News and Curreriivents 13
Fundraising and Social Activities 14
Sandbanks Picnic 15
New Arrivals! 16
Families Needed! 17

Broader Adoption Issues
U When Your Child Grewpd a report 18
i Upcoming Adoption Seminars 19
Hepatitis B in babies and children 20

Adoption in Dep#hf i nanci al

TOH IINTARIO

.. quarterly hewsletter

Dori ndads tthenewbw

After many months of anticipation on all side$doth positive and negative the
new adoption law passed by vote of the National Assembly on June 18, 20
will go into effect on January 1, 2011, but other than tla&t fdetails of the law
remain unknown. On June 15, | met with Mr. Nguyen Van Binh, Director of
Department of Adoption of the Ministry of Justice. What | will report here st
from that conversation as well as from information culled from other searc
which | have considered reliable.

&EOOO 1T &£ Allh AEAT CAO &£01 1 OEA Oi
for the future of international adoption. Vietnam remains committed to placi
children internationally. However, consistent with the tggements of the
Hague Convention, there will be a new effort to also find families nationally
adopt children. One of the principal changes from the old law, then, is that i
comparison with the current two month wait while a search is done for
birthmother and for a local family to adopt a child, that search will be exten
to five monthsz 1 month for the search for the birthmother (if the child is
abandoned), 2 months search for a local adoptive family within the province
and then a two month seardlor a Viethamese adoptive family through a new
created national database. That is, families in Vietnam wishing to adopt a
may register on a national database for adoptive families, and may also sei
the database for children who will be placdtete after the provincial search. |
effectively means that no children under the age of 4 months will be propos
for international adoption. What remains to be seen is what kind of respon:
there will be in the Viethamese public to this new technoloflye approach to
national adoption has been moreedOAA O AT A OE A Tadogtioris 1
happening through the local hospitals directly with the orphanagegr even
directly between families, and this will in all likelihood continue to happen.
Those tildren never reach the roster of children offered in international
adoption. The law provides a new avenue for Viethamese adoptive parents
receive a child.

AT 1T OET OAA

Vietnam:adoption program

Hélene Parisien (helene@tdh.ca)

Statistics:2™ Quarter- 2010

There have beeb proposals to Ontario* families betweeApril 1 andJune
30, 2010, includin@boysand?2 girls. In addition to this there \&s one
relative adoption. ghildren were from Vung Taand 2from Hoa Binh
None of these children were older or had special neadsst of the referrals
made in this period were to families whobgnistry Approval was received
in the spring/early sumer, 2008

18 families departed on their adoption trip in the first 6 months of 2010.

*includes families in other provinces except Quebec
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The New Lawont 6d

The practical impact of this aspect of the law is that it i
unlikely thatany children will be proposed during the fi
4 or 5 months of 2011, as all new children will submit 1
this process. Any children proposed up to the end of
December, 2010 will fall under the old law, and we wil
work, of course, to have as many child posals as
possible within the next five months.

Regarding other changes to be implemented is the
matching process. It seems that the matching will
continue to happen at the provincial level, under the
supervision of the provincial Departments of Justice.
Orphanages must report to the Department of Adoptio
(Hanoi) all children available for adoption. The
Department of Adoption will then send to the provincie
Justice Department a number of registered dossiers
roughly similar to the number of children a\adile for
adoption. It seems to me that this is not hugely differel
from the current process. The only worrisome questio
which dossiers are to be sent. Will the Department of
Adoption respect the current agreements that agencie
have with particular povinces (for us, Vung Tau, Tra Vi
Hoa Binh, etc), and send only dossiers from those
agencies to those provinces, or will there be a
randomization of dossiers from all agencies? We are
obviously hoping for the former scenario.

There is talk about an aount of money that will be paid
to the Department of Adoption to be sent in place of tF
orphanage donation to the orphanage/social affairs
department. At this point, no one knows how this will
work.

In fact, while the changes in the law itself are notjara
changes, the way in which the changes will be
implemented and interpreted will be determined over t
next months in the decrees and circulars which will
instruct all the players as to how to proceed in order tc
conform to the new law. We will let ydanow as these
decrees and circulars are issued.

| also discussed the issues of single and older parents
Mr. Binh. The good news is that there is no intention t
close Vietnam to single or older parents, although the
new law specifies that parents owv60 will only be
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considered for children 6 and over (no information \
as to what this means in the case of one parent ove
and the other under 60). Mr. Binh did suggest that 1
Department favored that a child have a twzarent
family, but they werawilling to consider each case o
an individual basis. As we have done in the past, w
will continue to maintain a ratio of about 25% single
parents to 75% couples. We also consider it import
to maintain the ratio of child proposals at all times t
maximum of 1 single parent to every 2 couples
(meaning that if a group of 5 single parent dossiers
next in line for proposals, we may have to delay the
proposals to intersperse couple dossiers among the
| know this is disappointing to those who may dese
to receiving a proposal, but we hope you will
understand that it is important to do this if we are tc
maintain a good image and relationship with the
Department of adoption. We would prefer this sligh
delay to one day being told that single adopt®will
be severely limited or stopped.

Finally, there is the issue of the Hague Convention.
Signature of the Hague Convention requires only tt
decision of the Cabinet and the Prime Minister, anc
is expected that this will also happen within the nex
months. However, a two step process is involved in
becoming a Hague country, the second being
ratification. This is the step that is the most time
consuming, and it often takes several years before
ratification takes place. It is not known at this point
how long this process will take in Vietnam.

I hope this gives you an overview of where things a
regarding the Vietnam process. As | have explainet
above, it is not a signal for despair, and Mr. Binh
himself expressed the hope that people would gree
the changes with equanimity, and be patient as the
transition is effected. On a very positive side, we al
hope that this will assure receiving countries of
6EAOT AT 8O0 AT i1 EOI AT O OI
adoptions, and change some of the negative
perceptions pomoted by the ISS report of last year.

Dorinda Cavanaugldorinda@tdh.c3
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Vung Tau Jala fundraising delivery

Thisyd 08 O CAIT A OAOCAOAA 601 C 4
the funds raised. It was my great pleasure to be part of bringin
the materials to this orphanage. We spent the morning shoppir
Al O 4 6 6t fridds hnbl dryerdicycles and riding toys
for the younger children. In the afternoon, we were able to
deliver the computers, and were present for the delivery and tr
other major appliances. Unfortunately, despite the 40+ degree
heat, there was no electricity, so the pleasure of turning 4 6
andcomputers hado be postponed to the next day. At the end
of the afternoon, to the delight of all the kids at the orphanage,
the bicycles and riding toys arrived. Wonderful chaos ensued ¢
the kids unloaded the bicycles and began to ride around the
groundsof the orphanage and the surrounding streets. The littl
ITAOGO ¢ci 6 I1T OEA OEAET Gheéound®
of races and squeals of laugher could be heard in every cornel
Great fun! See more photos at:
http://tdhgalaauction2010.blogspot.cm/

The training courses for the nannies began on the following
Saturday, and will continue on a regular basis during the next [
months.

The last part of the funding is in reserve for the remodeling of t
baby washing area. We are looking for some ide#odsow best
reconstruct this areg with a sink and dressing/changing area,
cupboards for clothes, diapers, and towels, appropriate lighting
and perhaps an area for preparation of bottles. If you are an
architect or designer or have any talents in thisarwe would
greatly appreciate your input.

Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh)

Over $25 000 was raised for Vung Tau 3 at the Toronto Gala.
a great success and the fundraising team would like to thank a
who participated and attended!

Program Updates:

Ukraine

Many children over 6 years of age are waiting to be
adopted in Ukrainas well as some younger children
For older children, once your documents are filed yoi
travel within 3 months to Ulaine where you receive
several child cases to reviewlhis is a great program t
explore!

Ecuador
TDH Ontario continues to await a response to our
application for accreditation from Ecuador.

Honduras

This prograncontinues to accepapplications fran
families, including but not limited to,for special need:
Children available for adoption are usually 1 year or
older for couples younger than 40 years, 30 months
and up for couples older than 40 years and 4 years
older for couples between 45 aid years old Sibling
groups are also available.

For more information on any program please contact:
Manon Parentrlanon@tdh.c3
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Presentation to B r e natref®rt on@he Gala gathering

April 9, 2010

Compiled by BrendafRavanaughlfrendan@tdh.cg

Please note that this session took place in April. Some of th
events remarked on as upcoming in this piece have occurre
and are covered in the previous article.

In a corner of the elegant foyer of Le dar Event
Center, in Vaugan, next to the massive marble fireplace tvit
its fifteen foot mirror, theTDH Ontario Gala organizer,
Christine Morra, had arranged a cluster of about twenty cha
facing twomore chairs: one for Dorinda Cavanaugh, Directol
TDH Ontario, and one for Manon Parent, Program Coordine
from the TDH Ontario office in Vankleek Hill, Ontario.

4EEO AOOAT GCAI AT O xAO 4%
that Dorinda be available for a Q & A at the G&aheduled to
start at 5:00 and go until 80, at 5:10 there was only one pers
in the audience The session began with Dorinda giving a
casual review of several topics previously mentioned in the
Ontario Quarterly Newsletter. At 5:20 there were twelve anc
eighteen at 5:30. At 10 to 6 thereeve 40 people sitting and
standing around listening to Dorinda with interest.
WAITING LIST

$1 OET AA AACAT AU OAIEED
Presently 60 people are the preliminary prewait-list group,
i.e.waiting for a place on thprimary waiting lis. We have 70
on the primary list of people who have their hormstudies
done, their dossiers completed and sent to Vietnam, and wt
are in line waiting for a proposal. At this point, they are looki
at a twoyear wait. We are trying to move that list foard.

With the new procedures there has to be a warning
that the waittime may lengthen. The waitime in China has
gotten longer; most countries are slowing down; the childrel
that are being offered are special needs or older children.
Increased waitingtime is the general character of internation
adoption today.

We do not want to accept dossiers and then have t
tell people that they will be waiting for several years. The
length of time people have to wait is a major problem. Peop
ask, what else can w#o?The answer is, not a lobecause the
source of the delay is beyornydur control, but we at the TDH
Ontario office are trying to balance the various factors withir
our control so the waitime is not more than three years.

For us there is only one wiag list. It comprises all th
people in line waiting for a proposal to receive a child. On tt
list we indicate the basic variables: i.e., we list your preferer
for a child as determined by the homestudy, e.g. a child no
older than 12 months, a chiRito 5, etc. First we will look at tt
list in terms of the children who are presented to us as avail
for adoption, hen we try to match up a paremtho wants a
child with certain characteristics and have been approved fc
that child. It is importantto know that,at this point, the more
flexible you can be with specific chateristics of the child you
wishto adopt, the more likely it is that a child will be present
to us who matches your specifications.

CHANGING PARAMETERS: SPECIAL NEEDS

We do notknow the future any more than you do.
Most children we get are normal healthy babies, but we are
starting to getmore OODAAEAT 1T AAAO8 AE
our Vietnam program the term does not mean a1tfme care
situation. Usually it means som@mall medical condition that
can be repaired in Canada as soon as the child arrives here
have said we will not take emotional or mentally handicappe
children, we only accept physical handicaps. We have tried
strike a realistic balance between theeds of adoptive parent
and the policies of Vietham and the needs of the children w
AOA DPOAOGAT OGAA O 0068 .1 OA
personmay not beto another. For example, a cleft palette is
major issue for a child in Vietham butsta very small problerr
for us to fix here in Canadd&emember, you must have written
home-study approval for a special needs child.
SIGNINGORB ) %4 . ! - 63 . %7 ! $/04) /

The New Adoption Law in Vietnam is another issue
There are many rumours about thew; at this point they are
only rumours. Realistically speaking here is what is about tc
happen. Vietham will change its law because it wants to be
compliance with the Hague Convention. It was discussed in
2009 and presented to the Vietnamese legislatun
November Then it was sent back for modification. In May it
be submitted to the legislature again and either accepted as
written or sent back again for revision. Having said thve,
have heard thatommon opinion is that the New Law will be
accepted when it is resubmitted.
6) %4.! -63 . %7 !'$/04)/ . ,1 T«
FIRST POINT: PRESCRIBED PROTOCOL

About the New Adoption Law itself, | have read the
draft. The differences are not major. For example, one of th
changesaddsone more month during which the childilvbe
offered for adoption nationally. It may not be in the best
interest of the children to be institutionalized for even a long
time during this critical period of developmental formation, t
it is in keeping with the way the Hague Convention sees th
adoption process. Currently, there is one month during whic
notice is publicized seeking the birth parents; then a month
search for local adoptive parents in the province. The new li
says there will be a third month during which there will be a
national Vietnamese search for potential adoptive parents fc
that child. Vietnam intends to develop a new database of
adoptable Viethamese children so that any Vietnamese
interested in adopting can look through it. There will also be
database of potentiaVietnamese adoptive parents, and they
will be notified of any child being offered. All this follows the
Hague perspective that all possible means of having adopte
children remain in the country of their birth are first explorec
SIGNING THE HAGUE CONYHION

It is also rumoured that the Hague Convention will
signed. Frankly, that is not likely to happen immediately.
Signing the Convention is not @sple process. The first step
toalignaA il OT O Glibdén stefiwith the Hague
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propositions. Anumber of issues have to be discussed and
decisions have to be made regarding the new law and its
application. The next step will be to set a date on which the
law will be in force. We think that date will be January, 2011
After that joining the HagueConvention, is a process. In the |
and Canada it took several years to accept the convention.
THE ISS REPORT

You may have heard about the report presented to
Vietnam but written by the International Social Service (ISS
is often mistakenlydentifiedAO OEA 05 . Thet reqpdr
has been seriously discredited but it still is influential. It pusl
strongly national adoptions. We are not opposed to that in
principle, but there are very few people in Vietham who are
prepared to adopt a child. Cuitally, it is a last resort of a
couple who have no children. It would be unusual, but they
might be willing to adopt a child, however, they would keep
that fact a secret, like it used to be here.

CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

Unfortunately in Vietnam there is nasial service to
provide preparation or protocol guidance for adoption. The
Vietnamese family simply walks into an orphanage, looks ai
baby andperhapsasks their fortuneteller if the baby matches
them astrologically. At this point, that is still the iture.

The New Law stipulates the requirements for the
application or registration of Viethamese people to adopt a
child. There is a form to fill out, asking for their passport or |
judicial record, a marriage certificate, a health certificate, an
attestation of their moral character from someone in their
OEI 1T ACAn AT A A OAATI 1 AT AAOE
These are all valid requirements but the list does include
anything like a homestudy because currently in Vietnam the|
isno such service.

From the Western perspective, the more difficult
policy to be comfortable with is the essentially temporary
character of Viethamese adoption. Article 25 makes it clear
any adoption can be terminated because the parents decide
terminate it, for exanple, because they no longer want the
child or the child no longer wants them. They can send the
back to the orphanage if they come to consider the child a
health, financial, or social liability or if they suffer a loss of tt
own resources. Theylso are free to send the child back if the
child should pose any sort of threat, or becomes a source o
dishonour to the family or iguilty of destroying property.

National adoption in Vietnam is not based on the se
cultural assumption as adoption ingéhWest. Culturally, the
Vietnamese people are not ready to look at an adoption the
same way that Westerners do. The Vietnamese have their
cultural and social history; their attitude towards adoption h¢
to be understood against their own culture. Thest the West
can do is present some of tlievelopment in Western culture
about adoption for them to consider.

6) %4.! -63 . %7 ' 7d 3%#/ . $

The second major difference stemming from thew
Law is that there wilbe a Committee for Child Proposaldirst
thought it was going to be centralized, but it turns out that ir

the draft of the new law that | have read thigtnot the case.
Local committeeswil beAAOECT AOAA AU OE
Committee of the provice. The opinion is that the achl-
protocal will not really change much, that is, recommendatic
from us and the orphanage will be made to the local
committee. It is thought that this new formula will become a
normal process not much different from the present one.
6) %4.! -063 . %7 ,! 7TdNT4()2% .¢

The third issue has to do with the time of the propo:
4EA ET OAOOECAOETT OACAOAET (
background will now be done before the child is proposed t
the parents. That change will eliminate a particularly stressf
element d anxiety for waiting parents.
6) %4.! -063 . %7 ,POING &/ 524

The fourth issue concerns the trip itself. It is extrem
difficult to estimate when you can go to Vietham. The curretr
head of the Department of International Adoption (DIA) in
Vietnam has adpted a very different approach than his
predecessor. He makes decisions regarding adoption cases
which no one can be prepared for. They are sometimes higl
individualistic. The last part of the adoption process is that"
AEEI A30 AAT D OEsE heenkleated®iyAdh >
province, is sent to the DA. The DA must satisfy themselve:
that everything they want ithere. We are hoping that this ste
will take one to two weeks for the head of the DA to sign off
individual cases. Itis only after thetADDAT O OEAC
dossier will be sent to the province. After all that transfer of
signed and stamped papers is complete; only then will a da
given for the adoption ceremony.
6) %4.! -063 . %7 1'7d $/ #5- %. ¢

A new wrinkle is thathe Letter of Norobjection has
to be issued before the child dossier approval for the adopti
parents will be signed. With all of that being done, it should
take more than two weeks until the ceremony. At that point,
you can go early, if you want. Mgmpeople say they want to di
that, especially in provinces where you are allowed to have
baby with you as soon as you get there. Many parents see !
arrangement as a positive opportunity to begin bonding witt
their child and, at the same time, togé&t1 | A EAAA
circumstances.

The other option is to wait until everything is done.
You go to Vietnam, the ceremony is the next day or so and
can come home. In terms of time this option is usually the n
secure. And that option suits a mber of people as well.
CANADIAN EMBASSY: TRYING TO MAKE THINGS GO
FASTER

Our experience to date with the Canadian Embassy
has been nothing short of extraordinary. Visas and confirme
of Canadian citizenship are usually issued within days. Rec
because of some parents who have tried to pressure the
Embassy to give special consideration, the Embassy has
warned that the adoption process in Vietnam can taketo a
month and parents should be prepared to st&ylong. This

a possibility, and one over which we have no control.
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GALA GATHERIN® & A

QUESTION: We have completed our home study and contacted M
We understand the Ministry will take about 12 weeks to review the
Whenwill we go on the list?

ANSWERWhen the Ministry sends the letter of approval to the TD}t
Ontario office then, and then only you go on the list.

QUESTION: Is it trulkeat the time from the proposal to the time of tre
is longein the North than in theSouth?

ANSWERThat used to be the case. But these days it has evened ¢
Both the North and the South have a wdiime of 4 to 7 months, that
is, assuming there are no particular snags such as an unexpected
demand from the DIA or some problem with thefeh A6 O E A/

QUESTION: Is it true that there is a-year wait from the time your
dossier is sent to Vietham before you travel to Vietnam.
ANSWERYes, two to two and a half years is the general viiaite
period today, in April 2010.
QUESTION: Wildh Z£ZAAO OEAO OEA AEEI A
impact on proposal and travel wéine?
ANSWERt EAO AAPAT AOd EZ& 6EAOT Al ¢
A OOPAAEAI 1 AAAGHh OEAT EO EO +
may eliminate tke waittime of the first part of the process. So it mig
AR A 1EOOI A EAOOAO8 " OO xEAO ¢
Uuird A0 7A00AO0T AAI DOEOA DPAOAT (
necessarily the same. For example, Vietnam does not consider
Hepatitis B or C as a special need because so many people in Viel
are carriers. Children who present with uncertain medicals might b
Al AGOAA AO OODPAAEAT 1 AAAOGGS8 4t
discussed in each case.
QUESTION: What is the gendraquency of proposals from Vietnam
ANSWERRN the last six months, we have had 10 proposals. But the
were almost none in March. It is difficult to look at the small numbe
and see flow patterns. However, we can say that the flow of propo:
seems togo in surges, and we usually receive about 35 children pe
year.
15%34)/.q¢ ! ORA OEAOA (71 OA OODAI
ANSWER4 EAOA AOA 11 11 OA OOPAAEA
most other sending countries. What has chaunlgs the public
awareness of this category of child. A number of speculative reaso
have been advanced to explain the rise of that awareness, but no «
seems b know exactly why it has happeneggerhaps the reasons ar
subtlez but we do not know thatE A DEAT T 1 AT T TworlB-(
xEAA AEE]I AOAT xEOE OOPAAEAI 1}
AAA )6 EO I
it is a spreading attitude. We have little choice but to accept it; so v
do. We have publically said we are open to receiving children with
OOPAAEAT 1T AAAOCE AT A xA EAOA Of
done so with great success. Due to the tentative character of our e
relationship with Ho Chi Minh, our early agreementiwiio Chi Minh
was to adopt only special needs children, but we have just gotten ¢
broader mandate in our license.
15%34) /.4 i ATU OOPAAEAI 1}
through TDH.
ANSWERL do not know exactly; that is really difficult to say.€eTh
category of special needs children has risen into awareness only
COAAOAIT T U8 10 ) EAOA Al OAAAU ¢
TAAAOGS AEEEAOO AAOxAAT 6EAOT AI
approaches 50.

(i x

QUESTION: Why was it that we could/@dopt special needs in Ho ¢
Minh(HCM»

ANSWERThe principal was both practical and strategic. Establishir
functional relationship with an orphanage is a delicate matter and \
had to proceed with the opportunities provided to us. We could onl
adobO OODPAAEAIT 1 AR hedusehtitie tide@d did
not have a license to adopt from that orphanage. But the law state:
OEAO xA AT OI A AAT PO OOPAAEAI 1
general license. We took advantage of that law for fade of those
children with the agreement of the parents who adopted them. It w
win-win situation. It was certainly in the best interest of the childger
whose lives were often saved by being adopted and cared for in
Canada; and it was in the bestamest of those parents who were
compassionate enough to be able to accept that they would not on
adopt a child but would be willing to and be in a position to provide
extra care that the special need requires.

QUESTION: We have had one successfappsal and adoption from
Ben Tre.Thesecond proposahas taken an inordinately long time.
Why is that the case?

ANSWER: We probably will not continue to work there because of
xAU " AT 40AB80
as towhy the attitude has changed at Ben Tre. It is common
knowledge that such changes in human affairs usually are traceab
back to one individual, sometimes to one particular event. But the 1
EO OEAO " Al 40AB80
effects on its proessing are quite discouragingo, as | said, we will
probably not continue to work there.

Question: Are there other provinces with a negative attitude towarc
adoption as in Ben Tre?

ANSWERThe circumstances of each orphanage aréque. No
common answer is possible. But after many years of a successful
program, we no longer get many children from Quang Ninh. We he
three this year from Hoa Binh, butigdifficult to determine what that
means statistically. From Tra Vinh we lgabout 7,and now we have
these few from H®1. Currentlyz and remember this pattern changes
from time to timez most of our children come from Vung Tau.

QUESTION: What are the numbers from HCM?

ANSWERMaybe we have received about 10 children from HChteN
that the Ontario Ministry has insisted that they approve a Vietnam
province themselves. That means that they will check with the
Canadian Embassy to ask if the Embassy considers it a good prov

QUESTION: Because other countries are closingnandjetill TDH ge
more proposals?
AnswerReally, it does not work that way. The wealtentioned effort
to make such a simplistic, mechanistic analysis of an adoption prot
is inappropriate. The practice of international adoption is just too
complicatedto be reduced to mere numbers. But the answer is:
Probably not. Canada is not the only country trying to run adoption
programs. While it is true that Sweden and Ireland have withdrawn
their adoption program from Vietnam, both cases have their own
unique $ory; other countries have stepped in, such as the Spain, It
and France, all of which have extensive adoption programs in Vieti
END OF THE SESSIC
Dorinda thanked everyone for participating and indicated that
was there at the Gala and woule lavailable to apone who
wanted to talk to her.
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Water Buffalo Projed@ your $00really changes lives

June 2010 The temperature is 44 degrees. We sit in a
(blessedly) air conditioned 4wd toaverse the dirt roads
leading away from Hoa Binh city, roads which at times are
barely passable. In about an hour, we reach a point where t@&s
car can go no further, and begin the 20 minute walk througH
the mountains to reach a small house where the remigs of &%
one buffalo live. There are five children and three adults livik4}
in a single room dwelling which serves as bedroom, kitchen:
living room, shed. There are no services hene running G
water (a well is probably a twbour walk away, or perhaps 3
mET OOAOG AU 11 061 OAEEAQh 11 A
we walk, we consider the hardship of mere survival here. Tt
family tells us they grow rice, cut manioc, gather wood all { ,
year, and their income is about $1500 for the year. The wat*" SR N 5 ,
. RN ) XY B buffalo wil improve their lives immeasurabhtheir rice harvest
£ ' ; ISRERRE \\ill increase by a factor of 4, they will be able to lend their
buffalo to their neighbors, transport of water and harvest will t
made easier.

TDH has provided 28 water buffalos to the poorest fagsilof
Hoa Binh province. Three thus far have had offspring. The
orphanage tells us that families approach them weekly to beg
be considered for this program. It is highly successful and ver
much appreciated at every level.

The direction of the prograns in the hands of the orphanage,
xEEAE OAAAEOGAO OAAT I 1 AT AAOGEI
Committees and then distributes the available animals across
the province. Families wishing to be considered are asked to
out a request form, but the village cHig each community

knows the needs of the individual families and makes the final recommendation g

of funding for the water buffalo project. Two social workers frore ttrphanage go
with the family to purchase the water buffalo and bring it back to the house, and

Py |

follow up on the care of the animal and the improvement in the life of the family. ;
On our second day in Hoa Binh, we visited two more famileesingle mothe who “HE! |
is ill and has NO income or land to provide for herself and her 10 year old son. ¢ |
relies on the government to give her a little food each month. The second family £ -
was a group of 8 persons in three generations living in a small house. Despite tt S
meager circumstances, it was evident that the family functioned well together ar |~ =
had the energy and enthusiasm to make this donation make a difference in their vt

lives. | look forward to seeing them again. &:

Over time each of these families will be ableliceed their buffalo, with the further (1’.'% |
income providing increased stability and opportunity for their family and ===
community. One small water buffalo can make a huge difference!

NS TR :

-_— ——

—
-

[
I

4
Y

Interesting factoid: in Vietnam, only dogs are named as pets. Cat, birdsemd oth |

AT EIi AT O AOA 1T106h AT A OEEO APDPI EAO OI

%l OEA8O ET 6EAOI Al A :
Dorinda Cavanaugh (dorinda@tdh.c:
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MISSION TO KONéWVt uden't

The fifteenyear old students who accompanied Dorinda to Vietnam for three and a half weeks in late 2009/early 2010 speg
their humanitarian trip in aid of the private orphanages in Kontum. These orphamage run saly by a group of Canonesses,
(Catholic Sisters who live together and work in the world rather than being cloistered awatfout any government funding.
3ET 001 U AAAI OA OEA peofidrdely Aitbpa typlidanDHeir nisSidn wasOh&IA resiorde Aormal life in the
orphanages, working alongside the nuns and orphans, as wétl povide some fun and levity for the children.

4EOT OCE 06001 EAAO 3AAT 1T A 3 0 Efdidglthdnginy Anfatditichdl SuficAdatd nesedsifies E 1
(clothing, medicines, diapers, games, etfoj the orphanages. Through regular meetings over a period of seven months they
to know each otherdelegated responsibilitieand preparel for their trip. They also attended a leadershiprop.

refl ections

03 O00OET ¢ OEA POAPAOAOGEIT ) A
that | never suspected even to possess. | have a rather calm
personality; it is rare that | really talk about my opinions and n

ideas. Through this project | developed this ability, amore
often, finallydared to speakand say what | though8 GATHERINE

OHe poverty surrounding us imiral KonTum wassomething we
are not used to Of course, just our presence in Asia and
absorption of a new culture left us curious. We were giants in
different world. It was a wonderful adventure with many
discoveries. For example, the foolMore importantly, ar
realization that the orphans were absolutely content despite
their material poverty was and always will be a revelatiorior
us WesternersLastly, none of us came back the same person
AT A xA AOA EIi T AT OAT U ewAdA £
O4EEO POT EAAO E A® wddl daime adkAndr
mature. We loved the experienceAmong other things, making
the children happy wh easy smiles and small gestures was
really remarkable for us all. However, saying goodbye to the
children knowing that we would maybe neveee them again
was really hard.Neverthelesswe know that we brought
comfort and love for a few days Each ofushas discovered
NOAT EOEAO ET OEAA T OO0O0A IcOkrde
B7EAO ) ADDOAAE A 6pkned y@nid da O
what is essential in life The encounters that | had are

ET OA1 OAAT A O1 1 A8 4 E AverBome A
because our group was very easygoing. The only obstacle th.
comes to mind is probably here in Canada, not to fall back int
old habits and not to forget what | experienced there,

continuing my life as if nothing had happenebh short, this trip
brought me a lot, on various levels, and it was one of the mos
beautiful experiences | have ever livéslirciNE

®learned a lot about myself | saw what | was capahbidéand
that my priorities were in the right place! Obviously, | learned
lot aboutthe situation facing orphans in Vietham.dpened my
eyes to the realities around usQuebec is not the whole world
andmy house is not the most important placklis not just me
that matters! lammore than lucky to have experienced this at
my age ando have actually made concrete actionstiy to
change the world little by little througimy activities! KATHERINE
07 EOE OE E @eveldfed myhteainwod Atthe vedy
beginning, we hardly knew each other. | was sure we would ¢
closer, but tlis experience brought us much more than that. W
are like one big family, really! During the entire trip, we were
always there for each other, to support each other, help each
other, and trust each other. | am extremely happy to have thi:
experience Wi O E AafHsR@Ee

O4EA OAOOOT O OAETTIT AT A Ol
how these children lived in orphanages and return overnight t
our luxury, it was difficult. Alsoptcatch up on all we missésl
not easy! Life has continued evendugh we were not there!
This part of our project has certaintieveloped my
independence and my sense of responsibili§y aTHERINE

0.1 0 1 AlodeaRhhavé®thelopportunity we had. Itis
not that we were lucky to have participated; we earned it with
our hard work and determination. | am extremely proud of eac
member of the group and | managed to develop strong links
with everyone. Mwptitude toleadershiphasgrown and it gave
me a grat deal of confidence. Bhy people wear a mask that
prevents ohers from seeing their true nature.used to be one
of these peopleeforethis project changedmy life.6 aLexia

0! AADOAOGEI T O bl OAOOU AT A «
very diffiault for me. To see povertgo close and then to come
back to a cehioned little world where nothing tough ever
happens to us was a huge shock. We miss the children a lot,
we knew before hand that we were going to have this problen
Anyhow, | am convinced thahe whole group would be ready
to go back immediately, agarly as today8 GATHERINE

Translated and adapted by
Isabelle Cochelin and Sharon Kashi
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Family FeaturesThe Adoption of Nadi&aine

After six weeksri Ukraine, we returned on
September 23, 2009, with a pretty (and v
active!) little fouryear-old girl who has fille
our lives with laughter and happiness. Ti
Ukrainian court decision came into effect
September 14, the date we officially
became paents. Since then, Nadia has
adapted very quickly, is in excellent healt
has made many friends at daycare and
already speaks French well and a little
English.

Kitchen helper, October, 2009

Upon our return, our daughter, Nadia, wa
seen by her paediatrician in Montréal, wh
found heras normal as can be. The doctt
AT O1l AT60O AAI EAGA O
life in an orphanage as she is perceptive,
curious and sociable. Moreover, despite
PpOiI CclT T OEOG &£01 1 OEA
orphanage, she is in excellent health and
does notrequire any medication or specia
treatment, except a lot of love and patien
from us!

The Ukrainian adoption procedure took
place exactly as described by our agency
Terre des Hommes pour I&nfants. Our
Ukrainian adoption experience was very
good inall respects and we were support
at every step by energetic and enthusias!
professionals here (from a distance) and
country.

We strongly recommend TDH to any par:
wishing to adopt a Ukrainian child.
However, parents must be realistic about
their expectations and have a good
understanding of the subtleties and polici
(legal and implied) governing internatione
adoption in Ukraine.

%OAOU AAU AO . AAEA
many (too many) beautiful, intelligent anc
affectionate children, all wantig one thing:
to be part of a family. Parents risk fewer
health surprises adopting a smlled "older
AEEI A6 AT A PAAAEAOQO
as good as anywhere, following a stringe
and detailed European approach. At any
OAOAh AEEIOAEMAIAIBIE ¢
anywhere in the worle who can define
OPAOEAAOGEI T 6 10 Ol
been very suspicious of such a diagnosis
The Ukrainian children proposed for
international adoption are generally in vel
good health but in some casesquire
minor corrective treatment for a special
condition. These children have a reputat
for being very intelligent and affectionate,
and for integrating very quickly into their
adoptive families in many different
countries. Did | mention that the ddren
we saw at the orphanage were among th
most beautiful children in the world?

On the swing, April, 2010

Sibling groups of two or three are also quite
common and are not separable under
Ukrainian law.

Parents must not worry needlessly about
AAT DOET ¢ AT OilirioAehed 6
years or older. Human affection lives in all «
us atevery ageA OAT OOAAT T U
70 and over sometimes fall in love with eacl
other! Ukrainian orphanages provide excell
education and, with an older child, more car
be known abat their health, their personality
AT A EZAZ OEAOA xEIIl A
adoptive family. These children are very
organized as well as independenthe
orphanages are places where strict disciplir
rules are imposed on all childrefihe sek
discpline these children inevitably acquire is
direct result of this strictness.

We met couples from different countries wh
adopted children aged seven or ten, and we
know that age has nothing to do with the
integration of the child if he/she is surrounde
by love and support. Without exception, all
the couples we met in Ukraine adopted
healthy and very affectionate children. One
these couples returned to adopt a boy after
having adopted a girl from Ukraine two yeat
ago. The girl returned with herrfaly and
adored her new little brother.

Adopting a child, for us, remains a gesture
the heart before being a rational decisipn
an intuitive and emotional act before being
logical. True love has no explanation but

none of usvould be here today withouit.

We would like to thank from the deepest ¢
our hearts all the personnel at TDH pour |
Enfants in Montreal, not only for their
excellent work and professional support, t
for having given us the courage to live this
wonderful experience unique inliéetime.

Adrian Nisel & Maria Liana Ne
adrian.nisel@gmail.co
translated by: Karen May
adapted by: Adrian Nit
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A Universal LanguagBaby Massage

/ OO Ol 1 60 AEOC
Viethamese. His world and ot
world were once separated by
distance, heritage and culture
all to be shared and celebratet
first and foremost through
touch and massage.

As a parent of a beautiful boy,
adopted from Vietnam, and as
an Infant Massage Instructor
having worked with many
families and children with
special needs, | encourage all
adoptive parents to experience
massage with their child. The
benefits are numerous for bott
your child and you. Most
importantly, massage
nurturing touch- can help breal
down barriers, bridge distance
heal and help unite. Itis a
universal language...onthat
ALL can learn.

Massage andlouch

Touch is thdirst sense to develop in utero. Research indicates that our
sense of touch develops in the time frame @9 &veeks gestation. It is thu:
by its skin, firstborn and most sensitive of its bodies, that bab learn
about feelings, people and things. Skin is extraordinary. It is our most
important and primary connection to the world, The need to be touchec
AT 1T OEAAOCAA O AA AOOAT OEAI _ OI Ol
human touch, the humani®1T O 11O TT1T1T U OOOOEOA
Vimala McClure).

Today, countless research studies in the US and UK support the many
benefits of infant massage with impressive results.

Vimala McClure, founder of the International Association of Infant Mgs:
- present in 43 countries groups the benefits of baby massage into four
main categories offering detailed information based on years of researc
observation and experience and knowledge behind the beautiful art of
massage.

Interaction: Massage posmotes attachment and bonding by providing
skinto-skin touch and a nurturing experience between parent and infar
provides a special individual time for communication that builds and
communicates love, respect, tolerance and empathy. It helps bably fee
heard, acknowledged and loved. Massage is a great way to get to kno
Ul OO AEEI A8 ) O AAI EAT D DPAOAT 60
physical cues and cries.

Stimulation: The sensory stimulation of touch promotes growth and
development. 1 stimulates all systems (circulatory, digestive, immune,
nervous, respiratory, hormonal, vestibular, lymphatic, sensory).

Resources:

Relaxation: Massage can help reduce stress
levels and stress hormones, increase levels of
relaxing or antistress hormones. It caalso
improve the ability to calm oneself and cope wit
increased environmental demands. It can help
baby relax and let go of emotional stress and al
help sleep longer.

Relief: Massage can help ease discomforts fro
gas, constipation, teething and congeésh. It
helps release tension and reduces physical and
physiological tension.

Massage, Attachment& Adoption

As adoptive parents, children come into our live
at different ages. Like all parents, we want to
ensure that they learn to feel safe and secuvée
want them to learn to accept and experience
healthy affection and attachment and most
importantly feel connectedness to us.

Massage can help weave a strong bond betwee
parents and children even when there may havt
beeninterruptions/delays, such asgdoption. Bab'
massage promotes attachment and bonding by
providing skinto-skin touch and a nurturing
experience between parent and infant.

Our Story:His World and My World

Our son came home as a tiny yet determined 6
month old baby boy. He was veryeal, anxious,
made very few demands, had skin issues,
experienced respiratory difficulties and
treatments, had minor surgery and slept very litt
for a long period of time.

Now at age three, our son is expressive and
remains the strong, determined and daus little
boy we met in Viethnam. And more importantly, |
connection to ug strong as we see and feekit
confirms that attachment can move mountains.

Did massage help? It did. Because of our son,
challenges and my experience as an adoptive
parent, | have a stronger appreciation for the
physical and emotional benefits of baby massag
and an even bigger one for the benefits of build
an emotional connection through touch.

Today, | not only believe massage has made a
difference in our live but | know that it has been
beneficial for my son in many ways...more than
studies could even begin to quantify.

Manon Saloigsmilecan@hotmail.co)

Remember that your baby may react differently to touch. She/he may first- be receptiveto it or may not. She/he may or may n

be resistant and may or may not give you permissiotouch and massage himher9 | 0O AEE]I A O 1 A
oI 61 A6 AT A O1 Opi1 EAI
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attentive to her/his eyes, body and voicRemember that massage can be adapted to benefit a child with special needs and the

nurturing touch can happen before massage even begins.

1 InternationalAssociationof Infant Massage Canadduttp://www.iaim-aimbcanada.org

Vimala McClurelnfant Massagga handbook for loving parents

Miami Florida.

1
1 Touch Research Institute, Mailman Center for Child Development at the UniversityanfiMMiller School of Medicine,
1

Ashley Montagu.La peau et le toucher, un premier langage
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