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Highschool Missiontripto Kontum

Nothing succeeds quite so well as Success. Last year Dorinda (TDH)
accompanied group of 8 secondary youth from College Sé@ne-de-Lachine
under the supervision of their teacher, Martin Chavalier. It was a terrific
success so much so, that Dorindes now, 2010, shepheidg 11 more of
-AOOGET #EAOAI EAOG O -Ad2@lidsA T rw freRCSt. |
-EAEAAT 860 #7111 ACA ET " OEOEOE
the Sisters of the Immaculate Medal who run a set of 6 orphanages in the
province of Kontum, Vietham. There are no adoptions from these private
orphanages. They will play with the children, work in the rice paddies, lear
winnow rice in the wind, and generally make do with little. It is a learning
experience, but a lifehanging experience for some of them as well. The
group let Vancouver airport on Jaiary 3, 2010 and returns on the 18th.
Dorinda ldt a bit earlier, December 28th, and met them in Ho Chi Minh Ci
We look forward to hearing more upon their return.
-TOA ET &£ Of AGETT AAT OO $1 OET AAGO
http://tdhontario.tdh.ca/articles.html#kontum_report

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh

Vietnam:adoption program

Hélene Parisien (helene@tdh.ca)

Statistics: 4" Quarter- 2009

There have been 5 proposals to Ontarfamilies between October 1 and
December 31, 2009, including 3 boys and 2 girls. Among these 5 childre
had special needs. 4 children were from Vung Tau and 1 from Ho Chi M
Most of the referrals made in this period were to families whose docume

went to Vietnam in early 2008.
*includes families in other provinces except Quebec

Referrals - Vietham

2009 Referrals - Vietnam

2008 2009
Vung Tau 18 26
TraVinh 4 5 16
Hoa Binh 5 1 14
Quang Ninh 1 2 12
Ho Chi Minh 0 2 - 1‘;
Ben Tre 0 0 E 6
Go Vap 0 1 4
non-orphanage 1 0 2
TOTAL 29 37 0

1stQuarter  2nd  3rd Quarter4th Quarter

Special Needs included: 2 3 Quarter
Older included: 0 2
Sets of Twins included: 1 2 B Girls (17) 8 Boys (20)



mailto:info@tdh.ca
http://www.tdhontario.tdh.ca/
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KONTUMDHG s i

TDH has become more involved in Kontum, Vietnar
during 2009. Kontum, in the jungled Highlands
mid-Vietnam, is the area where Vietnam placed the
aboriginal Viethamese people, the Banar, in
circumstances similar to those of the Canadian and
American Indians. Like the Amerinds, many, if not
most, of the Banar peoples maintain their primitive
village tribal life-style, costume and customs. It was
also the site of much of the fighting of the American
War, and consequently the area and the Banar
themselves remain of interest to many US Vietnam
veterans.

nv ol

Earlier on, following the French Revolution, kol
missionariesveresent by St. Vincent de Paul to
convert the Banar to Catholicism, which they have
retained. They also founded a community of religiot
Banar women, the Sisters of the Miraculous Medal.
is these Sisters who run six orphanages in Kiomfor
over 700 children. Each is called Vinh San (VS) for
(Vincent) I, 11, 11l etc.

There are no adoptions from thegmivate
orphanages About 80% of the children return to
farming or tribal village life. The others choose

Program Updates:

Ukraine

The Ukraine progransontinues to run strong in Quebe
with many families having already received children,
about half of them under the age of three. Thisis a
wonderful opportunity for parents in Ontario too! Be
sure to share informatb AAT OO0 4$( 60
with anyone considering adoption options.

Ecuador

TDHOntario hasreceivedalicense from the Ontario
Ministry to work in Ecuador ande arenow awaiting a
response taour application foraccreditation from
Ecuador.We hopethat a favorable decision will be
forthcoming from Ecuador shortly.

different life pathways andgre supported as needed,
a few going on to university.

These Sisters live a very, very simple communal life
praying and working some in the fields, some at
childcare, and some at other supportive taslevery
day- to feed their children. TDH Canada$ibeen
helping to provide for these children for two years
now. The recent Ketsana typhoon in Kontum wiped
| 60 OEA 3EOOAO0OG A1 OEOA
a heavy layer of mud. The water flooded the farm,
rose to the ceilings of the ground level rosykilled
most of the animals, and destroyed just about
everything they had.

In response to the dire needDH supporters in
Quebec and Ontario donated $35,000 to the relief
efforts. As soon as the water receded and the area
could be visited, our represitative, Thuy, went
immediately from Hanoi to the Kontum area to buy
and deliver to the orphanages 10 tons of rice. TDH |
working with other supportingorganizations to
coordinate repairs and replenish their livestock and
stores. The general consensughat safe potable
water is a primary goal for all six orphanages. We a
working on that.

Honduras
Just in time for the holidays a happguple from
Quebecreturned with their 3 %2 year old daughter.

This program is currently accepting applications fror
Ontario families, mcluding for special needs. Childre
available for adoption are usually 1 year or older for
couples younger than 40 year80 montts and ugdor
couples older than 40 years and 4 years and older f
couples between 45 and 50 years old.

For more informa&in on any program please contact:
Manon Parentianon@tdh.c)
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Vung Tau Sponsorship Program

My girls and vacationed invietnam last
December. We spent a few daysvVong
Tauand visited the orphanage, spending tim
with the staff and the children there. | wantec
to help somehow. TogetheMrs. Trang Dai
and | discussed the possibility of coordinatin
sponsorship program for the orphanage. We
have matched about 25 children up to now, i
| have recently received 10 "new" children tc
match to sponsorsSome | have already beel
able to match.

The suggested donation of $300 per year gc
to the direct careof the children: food,
medication, school supplies and clothing. Tl
money that is sent is actually not used only f
the sponsored child, but for the benefit of all
the children. Mrs. Trang Dalhas promised to
send news and picturesf the sponsored
childrenonce a year. | am confident the
sponsors that were matched in February anc
March of 2009 will soon receiamupdate. As
for gifts for the children, | will ask her again.
Given that not all of the children have spons:
(and not necessarily alféhe sponsors will be
sending gifts) when one child does receive a
gift it can seem unfair to the other children a
perhaps even uncomfortable for the receivin
child. Picturesare always appreciated,
appropriate and easily sharedLetters are nice
too, but translation can be an issue.

The 2 boys and 8 gingho recently entered the
sponsorship programvere born between 199!
and 2009. One has cerebral palsy and one |
downs syndrome. If you wish to sponsor
child, please contact me

Thanks foryour interest....

Pascale Desautels (apdeso@yahca)
(adapt. S. Kashino)

Pascale Desautels coordinates the

sponsorship program in Vung Tau. Pascale
lives near Montreal and has 2 daughters,  the
first adopted in Vung Tau in December of

2002.

Alongsice the opportunity to sponsor an individual child, there
also an opportunity to sponsortt@ O1T ¢ 4 A0 #EEI
Protection Centeras a whole. Since the TDH program
endeavours to assign a single sponsor to each child (even thc
OEA TQoeovekEAOABDOAI AT 6060 1,
suggested that individuathild sponsorship only be requested b
individuals and families who intend to develop a relationship v
that child through regular correspondence (annpalbtosand
short letters)and possibly a visit in VietnamRegulamprogram
sponsors can also, upon request, be sent annual updates on
of the children who are benefiting from their general sponsors
without being specifically matched to any one of those childre

Mrs.Trang Da has said that it provides the children great joy tc
learn they have a 'family’' in Canada (or France or wherever).
Twenty-five dollars a month is a small price to fay bringing such
happiness to chilcenwho haveso little.

To learn more about thisgnsorship program emaPascaleat:
apdeso@yahoo.ca

Sharon Kashino (sharon@tdh.

|

Pascale, her two daughters (middle of front row) and some of the children in
sponsorship programDec. 2008.
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Madame Le:
Omy happiness 1is
O- AARATA A 4EE |, Ah QOA 1

Ha longz a chat with journalistrung Luan
from Quang Ninh newspaper

Her immediate reactiomponhearingof my intent to
write an article [about her] for my newspaper is to refu
O-U "TAh OEAOA AOA bpI AT O
variety of jobs, why not write about them? Who you
want to write about me, an old woman who spends he
time taking care of children20 ) OI E1 Ah ¢
AEEI A ET EAO AOIi O AT kKnhildek
would not be able to have such smiles if there were nc
PDAI PI A T EEA Ul O mEmimeaitk®
iAd O$i 18606 OAU OEAOd EE
Al EO8 ) Ai OEiIpPI U AT Al
she starts telling me...

O" A&l OAh )for BdOFkkinciallWomein Gridup
Because of my fragile health, | had take early
retirement. When the Centre for the protection of
children with difficulties (i.e. the Centre in charge of
orphans) was founded, and startédting nounous to tak
care of the abandonedhildren | thought that this type ¢
work would suit myown situation, sol applied At first |
worked in the orphanage. Then the number of childrer
increased, and the orphanage started encouraging
nounous to take thehildreninto their own homes. | mut
admit that | had not envisaged my life would become ¢
tied to these childrerfrom thenuntil now.One after
another, | can count today more than 30 children that |
have takencareof. With many memories, happy, and s
as well..6

Do you remember the context of the arrival of the first
child?

@ remember it vey well. | remember every one of them
their drinking habits, when they @&d, their sizes... The
first one, it was in 1993, a baby wivas approximately
one-month-old, brought from Mong Cai... Her story wa:
really sad. A couple of fishermen found a baafing on
the river Kalong. Opening it, they discovered two babi
onehad diedandthe other was herTheorphanage staff
named her Hai (because she Haeken brought from Hai
Ninhz the originalname forMong Cai). | brought her
home; Iwould look at hemwith tears in my eyes. She wa

) .

minuscule in her big soft blanket. In it, she weighed le:
than 2.3kg. She was very feeble, pale as a leaf. She w
cry all night long, but her voice was not as powerful as
I OEAO EEAOGG6888 ) 1 AOhkahet
so | can say that baby Hai was my first child. At the
beginning, she required a lot of care and attention, ani
was often exhausted. | was barely able to sleep at nig
But little by little, things got better: when she was six
months old, she wa stronger and weighted 6.8kgs. Wh
she started walking, a Canadian couple adopted her.

Madame Le shows me a picture on a shelf of a beauti
girl, full of life, beside the pictures of other children (wt
| guess, were the other orphans carfed by Madame Le,
I EEA AAAU (AEQ AT A OEA O
this picture to the orphanage. She was four years old.
havehadl T 17T OA T AxO OET AA O

The first days after her departure, how did you feel?

MWhat do you think | felt? | felt aslifvas being burnt!
Someone told me that | would get used to it with time,
that it would fade away, because it was our job. But |
must tell you that, still today, after having taken care o
more than 30 children, | am still unable to get used to
Each tme | must say goodbye, | feel a loss... At such a
time, | must repeat to myself that this child ndvasa
family, with parents who will love him or her. She or he
will be happy; | must therefore rejoice myself, why shc
| feel sadness..&

You talk abut healthy children, bukhow that among the
children you haveared for there was one who had aids

Please seeVladame Len pageb



Pageb
Madame L&om paged

®AOh EOGBO EEI j OEA 00601 ¢
under the family altar). His name was Luan; had he sti
been alive today, he would novelien years old. His
biological mother abandoned him at birth in Bai Chay
Hospital. When | received him, | did not know he was |
positive. He had swollen eyes, witlcessanisecretions,
even though | wawviping his eyexonstantly. When took
him to the hospital, the doctors told me that he had
caught syphilis from his mom. My God, why should an
infant suffer so much in this world? | can say that the t
years he spent with me were very difficult. Once he he
been curedf syphilis, it wasliscoveredthat he had aids
so together, the two of us, we spent most of our time il
the hospital..0

When you found out that he had aids, where you shoc

(res, of course. But strangely enough, | never feared
I might catch his sickness. Maybe becausetldity for
him. | knew that he was not going to survive, and
therefore | wanted to surround him with love. | used to
spend sleepless nights, afraid he might leave me while
eyes would be closeda.

Madame Le seems much moved telling this story and
remembering child Luan. She becomes silent.... Sudde
| rememberthe words she wrote in her diary duringabe
long nights spent watching over the poor little boy in tt
hospital, and that one of my colleagues quoted at the
time inthe Quang Ninh newspaper, avds that came
from the bottom of her heart, words from a mother rea
to give her life for the poor little one... | look towards tt
altar: he hactleareyes, like an angel. And | look at
MadameLe, who gave him maternal love during his sh
life on earh... And | understand that the care this wom.
CEOAO Oi OEA PIiT 0O 1EOOI A
she claims, but it is love, unconditional love, like a
iTOEAO6OR ET OEA 11T A1 AGO
Trung LuanQuang Ninh newspay
(Originally witten in Vietnamese and translated to French,

English. French Trans. Tran Bich Thuy, adapt. F. L
English Tran. Isabelle Cochelin, adaptaShino)
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Sarah Lee (Hai) today.

In the summer of 2009hadthe privilege of visiting this
wonderful nounou in her home in Quang Ninh tiny 2
bedroom house where she presently cares lovingly for
two babies. It was a very emotional meeting in which v
talked about all the children whom she cared for, each
one of whom she remembers by name. She remarked
that she never worries about théniddren who have gone
to Canada she knows they are happy.

On the other hand, | know that she would be extremel:
moved to receive news and photos of these children,
many of whom, like Sarah Lee are teens or even youn
adults. If you will send your ladts and photos to TDH, w
will try to put together a fitting tribute to the life work of
this beautiful lady in the form of an album with the
materials received. If you are not sure whether Mme L
was your child's nounou, please send me an email an
will verify for you.

Dorinda Cavanaudtiorinda@tdh.c?
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Why isFundraisingimportant?
Since becoming involved with TDH | have been asked many tim
why an adoption agency needs to raise fund9Hcommits toa lot
of child welfare projects, contributingver$240,000in 2008alone,
helping about 1550 childrenThe importance of raising funds to
support these projectss two-fold. The firstandmost salientreason
is the overwhelming needAnyone who has traveled to adopt thei
child can attest tchow both the orphanages and the surrounding
AT 11 01 EOU EAOA AAT A £ETOdsAcongEhst
is much more selferving to the adoptive p&nt. Each of these
projects helps to build theelationship between TDH and the
government and orphanages of the country involved, in turn
potentially increasing the referrals TDH might receive.

4$( #A1 AAABO #OOOAT O 001 EAAODC
El Salvador: Fundacion Fiatiddi El Salvador

TDH purchased 115 school supply kits (valued at $1, 370 US) for child
war-wounded and disabled esoldiers.

Honduras: FANIA, Sister Mary Leonard School
TDH Canadadas been involved witBupporting this schodior 30 years!in
2008 alone TDHcontributed $55,000 US helping 500 students

Vietnam: Sponsorship Program

For thepast 6years TDH Canada has worked with the orphanages in b¢
Quang Ninh and Vung Tau sponsoring children who are not adoptadble
2008TDH sponsored 20 ddiren for an amount of $6000 US.

Vietnam: Universit$cholarships

Four years ago TDH Canada began supporting the education of 12 ver
Vietnamese students, and just recently the program has grown to inclu
many more students from the Ben Tre region

Vietnam: Water Buffalo Project in Hoa Binh

In2008, TDH purchased 12 water buffalitsough thisself-perpetuating
projecctOODAOOEOAA AU OEA 11T AAIT O0AI P
and their families.

Vietnam: Improvements to the orphanageélo& Binh province

TDH has committed to contributing $250,000 US ovdive-year periodfor
improvements to the medical and social infrastructure of the orphanage

Vietnam: Vinh Son Orphanage, Kontum province

TDH helps to financprojects which allow th&€atholic sisters who direct
these orphanageto be selfsufficient weaving, coffee, banana and rubb
plantations and farming of rice, fruits and vegetables.

Vietnam: Vung Tau
In2008alone TDH Canada supported the orphanages of Vung Tau thrc
donations totaling approximately $57000 US, contributing to the buildin
a new center in Long Hai, and helping to meet the essential needs of tt
roughly 215 children living in these orphanages.
&1 O A 11T OA AAOGAEI AA AAAT OT« 1T &
www. tdh.ca

Christine Morra (christine@tdh.

Fundraising 2009

~a year in review

The year 2009 was a sort of watershed for
TDH because it was in this yaaat TDH
achieved a kind of critical mass out of which
precipitated two amazing volunteer
fundraising coordinators, Annie Cormier in
Montreal and Christina Morra in Toronto.
They each ran a Gala in their respective citie
Montreal and Toronto. The crowdsere
different, the character of the events were
different, the décor and ambiance were
different, the styles were differerg but
underneath all that difference was the
common commitment to try to better the
lives of children. These were firitne events
for TDH Canada. Both organizers have beer
encouraged by their successes and both
Annie and Christine are looking forward to
organizing their Second Annual Gala, on
Fridaythe 9th of April in Toronto, and on
Wednesdaythe 22nd of September in
Montreal. Vdunteer helpers are very
welcome.

For more information or to volunteer contact
christine@tdh.ca(Ontario)
annie@tdh.ca(Quebec)

The financial results from these Galas, and
other initiatives in 2009 were:

Quebec- $82,000

Ontario- $15,000

Kontom Relief $35,000
Dragonfly Campaign $9,810

A BIG thank you to Tracy Nguyen from
Spruce Grove, Alberta who partnered with
Aurora School in Edmonton where 400
students were asked to sell 2 dragonflies
each, raising $400fr the Dragonfly
Campaign, supportingrphans left in
Vietnam orphanages What a great idea!
Thanks Tracy!

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.c
Manon Parentianon@tdh.ca
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Please join us for an evening of beautiful music to better
TDH CANADA PRESENTS the future of many severely disadvantaged children in
Vietnam, El Salvador and Honduras.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2010

First Unitarian Congregation Church, 30 Cleary Ave., Ottawa
(near Woodroffe Ave. and the Ottawa River Parkway)
7:00 - 9:00 pm

Guest Host: CBC Radio personality Laurence Wall

Opening Remarks: TDH Canada Director General Brendan
Cavanaugh
Featured Performers:
Janice Mah (violin)
Kevin James (viola)
Peter Rapson (cello)
Angela Casagrande (oboe)
Catherine Donkin (piano)
Amélie Langlois (piano)
The program includes selections by Mozart, Ponchielli, Rossini, and
Schubert.

Tickets: $25
For more information or to purchase tickets please
emai | manon@t dh. ca or phone

613-482-6306

Dragonfly Campaligipaper crafter treasures

Congratulations taviarlene Alt (Ottawa) winner of
the Vietnamesekitchen basket!

$ s This quarter YOU have a chance to w&in
Ca¥ beautifulbasket filled withpaper craftng

: . and scrapbookingtems worth over $B!
With each $5 (+$1.25 shipping)
purchase of a dragonfly

you are eligible for a

chance to WINEach
dragonfly comes with a
y 4 short description of what the $5 donation
/ means to a child in Vietham, making it a
delightful and meaningfubift. Contest
closesMarch 312010.

Purchase dragonflies at:
www.tdhdragonfly.com



http://www.cbc.ca/allinaday/laurence.html
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2010 TDH Ontario Appya Charty Gale

Join us for a fun filled evening among old and new friends including :
auction, dinner, dancing, and entertainment. All for aaraase dean
to our hearts, supporting orphanages in Vietnam.

DateFriday, April 9th, 2010
Time6:00 pm cocktails and 7:00 pm dinner
Wherd.e Jardin Event and Conference Centre, 8440 Hwy 27, WoodLk

Includes a 4 course meal, entertainment apdrblaxe

Adults $75 (if tickets purchgsexto or orf-ebruary 28th) or $85 (if ticket:
purchasediterFebruary 28th)

Children: $55 (4 course meal) or $35 (chicken fingers and french fries)

Our goal is to have 400 people attead thsilgkng Iaste attelddance,
so invite friends and family and make your own table (or two or three

Tika SAlesCotet: For every 10 tickets a TDH family sells, their name
entered into a draw to win a private box to a TORONTO eARI(IBS g
tickets and a $200 food voucher) valued at $1000!!!

To purchase tickets or for more information, please contact Ci
christine@tdh.ca

How can you h_elg? _ S _
*Sell ticket$t will be a %gémn night, so invite friends and family.
*Donate prize or serviC®n you or someone you know donate a prize
service to our raffle or silent auction? -
*Send your pictures and stosede show with pictures of é/our families,
children and trips to Vietnam as well as your stories wadtllibgresent
night ofhe gala. Please send theristioe@tdh.ca.
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News and Current Events

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)

Ontariolnternational AdoptiorAgencies

When it comes to international adoption agencies,
counting is not always as easy and it might seem
because international adoption is not always the onl
or the primary actiity of an organization. Moreover,
having an Ontario license does not necessarily mea
that the organization is active. Having said that, it
appears that there are now, in 2009, 16 internationa
adoption agencies in Ontario.

The Ontario Ministry has rezied to the recent Imagint
bankruptcy, by asking these 16 agencies to form, fo
the first time ever, a Working Group to respond to tr
T AAA OiF EI Pl ATl AT O OEA -
OAT EAT AAT AT 6006 8 AEEO x
physically and virtually, taiscuss the content, format
cost and timing of these enhancements and desits
report to the Ministry. Daria Hensiorowsky of the
Adoptions from the Heart agency was the volunteer
Chair.

Dorinda, with Brendan, accepted to head the Insura
Subcommitteez whose Interim Report points out tha
such insurance, which would protect adoptive paren
or even adoption workers in the event of the collaps
an agency, however worthy an idea, would be very

difficult to achieve. And if fraud were involved, then

such insurance were possible, it would be extremely
difficult and expensive to obtain.

4EA -ETEOOOUSGO EIi PI OAA

(1) a yearly audited financial statement ;

(2) A Public Annual Report ;

(3) A yearly signed report from the Board of
Directors;

(4) The formation of a Working Committee of th
Agencies for the purpose of examining the
feasibility of creating a seffunded insurance
plan for international adoption agencies whic
would protect prospective parents in the eve
I £ A1 ACAT AUd8O Al T OC

As for TDH, it has provided an audited financial
statement and Publi@&nnual Report since its inceptic
The requirement for signed reports from the membe
of a Board of Directors is a unique demand of the

Ontario Ministry; such a thing has never beforeen
demandedofano® OT AZEO " 1T AOAS8
suggestion of selfunded insurance is unlikely to
ever be implemented, unless the government
should decide to pay for it, because the client base
not large enough to support the financial
investment.

TDH HelpScuadothound Imagine Families
7EAT OEA /1 OAOET ACAT Al
Adoption Center declared bankruptcy during the
summer of 2009, there were some 400 families on
their waiting lists. Of those only 20 were waiting fo
adoptions from Ecuador, most of the rest were
waiting for adoptions from Ethiopia.

We had no experience in Africa and there were
other agencies with such experience that were
willing to respond to this part of the problem. We
had never worked in Ecuador befolajt we did
have a long experience working with Latin
countries, particularly Honduras, and we thought w
could help with Ecuador.

A number of issues had to be managed by the
Trustees before anything else could be done. Aftel
lengthy deliberations the Orrio Ministry accepted
4$(60 1T ££AO0 O1 EAI B OE,

The aftermath of Imagine has been handled very
responsibly. Imagine is being reconstituted. Nearly
all of the assigned Ethiopian children are now with
their adoptive families.

The bureaucratic situation for Ecuador turned out
be a bit complicated. The efforts to restructure the
Ecuador/Canada international adoption program a
still in process but approaching their final resolutiol
TDH has received its license from the @b

-ET EOOOU O1 xI OE ET %A«
accreditation from Ecuador is in its last stage. Whe
seensto be the final documents are being stampe«
and sealed this week. We hope that a favorable

decision will be forthcoming from Ecuador shortly
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New and Current Eventsont 6 d

2009 Communications Newsletters

Thisfourth issue marks the completion of the first 4
EOOOA OI1O0IA T &£ 43(60 O
Ontario Newsletter (English), under the editorship ol
3EAOTT +AOEETT AT A OEA
under the editorship of Fanny Lasselin, Gregory Pie
and Celine Lalbertie and their team of 10 volunteers
The newsletters are quarterly publicatis, with the
15th ofApril, June, October, and January as the targ
publication dates for the English newsletter and the
30th of those months for the French newsletter.
Distribution is in the hands of Emi Svetlitza in the
Montreal Office Currently thenewsletters are
published online. The technical aspects of posting t
newsletters on their respective websites are manag:
by Marlene Alt in Ontario and by Gregory Pierre in
Quebec.

Both newsletters have enjoyed an enormously
successful first year. Theolunteers working on both
newsletters are open to accepting new talent and
developing new approaches to these publications. |
you are interested in collaborating with the newslette
teams there are opportunities ranging from design a
layout, solicitdion of advertisements coordination of
feature sections, research, writing, translation, grapt
design and more. Your contributions in the form of
photos, articles and/or comments continue to be ver
much appreciated as well.

Please Contact:

TDHO teamsharon@tdh.ca

Infolettre team:tdh.infolettre@gmail.com

News from Vankleek Hill

TDH tries to be a good corporate citizen of Vankleel
Hill, Ontario, where the office is locately
participating in appropriate civicvents. In that

spirit, on January 23rd, Saturday evenijrag 7:3@m,
Dr. Brendan Cavanaugh will present the third lecturt
the Phil Arbour's 2010 Speaker Series at the Arbor /
Gallery, 36 Home Avenue, Vankleek Hill, Ontario
(www.arbourgallery.org). Té theme of the talk is
"Rhymes & Reasons: Before Radio, TV and print, N
was still happening". The ticket at the door is $6.00
person.

2009 TDH-ederation Meting

The Interndional Federation of Terre desdfimes
(IFTDH) hads a yearly meeting of its2-Country
membership which TDH Canada is obliged to attenc
4$( #A1T AAAGO OADPOAOGAT OA
Brendan Cavanaugh, assisted by TDH Director of
International Affairs HéleneParisian. This yeafélene
represented TDH Canada at the Federafio®
November 2009 meeting at the offices of T
Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Federation in general is oriented to upholding tt
rights of children caught in abusive circumstances a
seeks collaboration with othemon-governmental
organizatiors (NGGs)towards that goal.lt is a family
network of 12 international organizations, fairly
decentralized, with 933 humanitarian projects in 65
countries, representing an investment in children of
about $110,000,000 and is funded 53% by the publi
the rest beingsought in grants.

Not surprisingly, the big topic this year was the sque
being put on NGOs due to the general global financ
downturn. The resulting reaction is to cluster togetht
under the questionable protection of thdnited
Nations (UN), which d course gives rise to
competition. In the big picture there is also a defens
stance of honesty and transparency being promotec
view of various NGO problems that have been repoil
in the media.

International adoption has always been an issue wit
the Federation for reasons of its European history a
perspective. And some members, such as TDH
Lausanne, have taken a very public negative positic
on international adoption. We have taken the recent
bold attack in Vietham on international adoption bye
International Social Service as a walkp call. We feel
that we have a responsibility to speak out against th
rising tide of aggressive opposition to international
adoption. It is time to take a stronger positive, public
position in support of internatinal adoption.Héléne
has indicated that we have requested that the topic
international adoption be placed on the agenda for
next year awhich time wewill make a presentation.
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NEW Arrivals!

Darren and Shuko of Vancouver, BC welcomed Elise In June 2009, parents Brad and Jennifer and siblings
Hayden, born Jan 4, 2009, from Quang Ninh. They Shawn, Nathan, Joel and Eve welcomed QuinnAnh
arrived home October 20, 2009. Thu Grace into our family. QuinnAnh was four when

she joined us and is adjusting well to cold, snowy
Muskoka winters! She continues to amaze and delight
us with her acquisition of English and her adorable
nature. She is truly a blessing to our family.

darrenjohner@hotmail.com
www.slightlyoliver.com

QuinnAnh and her big sister Eve
bradley@ muskoka.com

To have your Arrival announced in an upcoming newsletter please email sharon@tdh.ca

Broader ADOPTION ISSUES

ISSRepot Adopti on from Vietnamo

In recent months there have been some significant reports attacking international adoption presented to the
international community. The modroubling is the report written by the International Social SerteS)

O! AT BOET 1 AEQHESis a post A War il, EBopearNon-GovernmentalOrganization(NGO) dedicated
to the principle of returning children to their birth parents. We arelie process of reviewing these documents.

Read the fullSSreport at:
http://www.omc.gov.ie/viewdoc.asp?fn=/documents/legislation/ISS_Report_Adoption_from_Vietnam_Nov_2009.d(

A N oz A ~ oA

Contact Brenda®i AT T OOEAOOA UT OO0 OET O G Eabdopdi to depreserted i A £A
October, 2010 at the TDH Federation meeting in Milan, ltaly- brendan@tdh.ca

Positive Adoption Language Gui deo

Recently on the Yahoo Group attention was drawn to a useful guide to positive adoptive language for teache
001 OEAET ¢ A Aipu O Ui OO AEEI A0 OAAAEAO EO AT A
http://www.familyhelper.net/ad/adteach.html

Pre-and PostAdoption Services for Transracially/Tranationally Adopted Children & Their Famifies

You are invited to participate in this study to assess the availabilitye#fedtiveness of adoption services in Canada
for families created through transracial adoption.
http://www.adoption.ca/Pre%20Post%20Adoption%20Study.pdf
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